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Dear Esteemed CineGouna Guests,

We are thrilled to welcome you to the 7th edition of CineGouna, the industry arm of the
El Gouna Film Festival (GFF). Through its wide range of activities, CineGouna upholds its
mission of empowering Arab filmmakers by offering opportunities for artistic mentorship
as well as financial support for their cinematic endeavors.

CineGouna’s two flagship programs, CineGouna Funding and CineGouna Forum,
work together to support filmmakers in their creative work. While CineGouna Funding,
GFF’s project development and co-production lab, offers filmmakers a top-notch
business environment, CineGouna Forum connects regional and international industry
professionals.

Invited industry professionals and filmmakers will participate in workshops, roundtable
discussions, panels, presentations, and masterclasses that deliver on CineGouna’s
promises of insightful discussions and learning opportunities.

Last year, CineGouna introduced two new initiatives: CineGouna Market, a workspace
for both established and emerging voices in the Arab film industry, including producers,
distributors, sales agents, and VOD platforms; and CineGouna Emerge, a program
dedicated to students and first-time filmmakers, inviting them to participate in and
benefit from all festival activities.

CineGouna Emerge now serves as an umbrella encompassing all of the festival's initiatives
foryoung and emerging talents. For this 7th edition, the flagship Emerge program returns
with 150 invited talents and launches two new initiatives: the Rising Stars program and
the Perspectives program.

Last year’s edition also introduced the Festival Plaza, an impressive space that serves as
a hub for gathering professionals, talents, and media for a vibrant cinematic experience.

This year, a new section has been launched: CineGouna Shorts, a platform dedicated
to supporting unique voices in the Egyptian short film scene through production grants
worth over 2,250,000 Egyptian Pounds, powered by O West.

For this 7th edition, CineGouna Funding has selected 21 projects: 13 in development and
8 in post-production. These projects were carefully chosen from more than 230 eligible
submissions this year.

CineGouna Forum offers our visitors over 30 key opportunities for discussion and learning,
including 20 panels, 9 in-depth conversations and masterclasses, 5 pivotal sessions and
workshops, and, for the first time, a roundtable bringing together decision-makers to
discuss critical topics shaping the film industry.

At CineGouna's closing ceremony, the winners will be awarded up to US $400,000 in cash
and service prizes, offered by the El Gouna Film Festival, its esteemed sponsors, and
distinguished partners.

We hope your stay in El Gouna will be both productive and enjoyable. Thank you for joining
us.

Sincerely,
The CineGouna Team
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ABOUT CINEGOUNA

As the seventh edition of El Gouna Film Festival approaches, CineGouna is pleased to
announce updates to its core programs. These enhancements are designed to further
support regional talent and promote creativity within the film industry.

CineGouna Funding (formerly CineGouna SpringBoard) remains a key source of financial
and artistic backing for Arab projects in development and films in post-production. Selected
projects will participate in a mentorship program, and receive tailored one-on-one meetings,
while also being eligible for cash and in-kind awards.

CineGouna Forum (previously CineGouna Bridge) will continue to provide professional
development opportunities through industry discussions, master classes, and workshops.
The program will include a round table for executives and policymakers addressing critical
film industry challenges, along with the "In Focus" panels offering diverse perspectives on
pressing topics.

CineGouna Emerge, which now serves as an umbrella for the festival's initiatives
supporting young and emerging filmmakers, will feature its second edition and introduce
"CineGouna Rising Stars", a platform for promising Arab and North African filmmakers.
CineGouna Emerge will also expand its reach with the Perspectives Program, aimed at
young photographers, journalists, and content creators.

CineGouna Market hosting 22 exhibitors, the Market is introducing a new program designed
exclusively for market exhibitors to network and engage in meetings with industry experts,
tailored to each company's specific needs, setting the stage for a promising 2nd edition.

CineGouna Shorts, a new section, will debut this year with a funding competition for
short films, generously backed by O West for real estate, further reinforcing the festival's
commitment to nurturing creative talent.

These updates mark a significant evolution in the festival’s offerings, reflecting CineGouna'’s
dedication to fostering growth in the regional film industry.

CGP programme activities will take place from October 25 to the 31=.
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LIST OF CINEGOUNA FUNDING AWARDS 2024

- CineGouna Platform Award US $15,000 in cash for a project in development

- CineGouna Platform Award US $15,000 in cash for a project in post-production

- US $20,000 cash grant from Rotana

- US $20,000 cash grant from MBC Studios & MBC Academy

- US $10,000 cash grant from Arab Radio and Television (ART)

- US $10,000 cash grant from New Century Productions

- US $10,000 cash grant from Lagoonie Film Production

- US $10,000 cash grant from Red Star Films

- US $10,000 cash grant from Shahid

- US $10,000 cash grant from International Emerging Film Talent Association (IEFTA)

- US $10,000 cash grant from Rise Studios

- US $10,000 cash grant from Blue Bee Productions

- US $10,000 cash grant from O West

- US $10,000 cash grant from ESLSCA University

- US $10,000 cash grant from The Sound of Egypt

- US $5,000 cash grant from Red Sea Fund for a project in development

- US $5,000 cash grant from Red Sea Fund for a film in post-production

- US $5,000 cash grant from Her Story Films

- US $5,000 cash grant from Sard

- US $5,000 worth of script development by Mariam Naoum from Sard

- A filmmaker residency in Los Angeles from the American Embassy in Cairo and Film Independent,
valued at US $13,000

- Two invitations to a French film festival from the French Embassy in Egypt / Institut Francais
d'Egypte

- US $50,000 as MG for sales and distribution from MAD Solutions

- An invitation worth US $5,000 for an Arab producer to attend the Rotterdam Film Lab, provided by
the Arab Cinema Centre

- An invitation for a project in development to participate in the Rawi Film Lab, offered by the Royal
Film Commission - Jordan

- An invitation for a project in development to participate in Mosaic Film Lab by Royal Film
Commission - Jordan

- IEFTA and Torino Film Lab Award: A secured place in TFL Next 2025 for a project in development,
covering the participation fees EUR €1,700

- IEFTA and Documentary Association of Europe (DAE) Award: A free European Film Market badge
for the producer of one documentary project, along with a travel bursary of EUR €1,500 to attend
the market, and a one-year free membership to DAE

- US $23,000 worth of post-production facilities from Bee Media Productions, presented to two
projects

- US $20,000 worth of post-production facilities from Big Bang Studios, presented to two projects

- US $10,000 worth of full DCP package services from Shift Studios

- US $10,000 worth of full promotion package services from Shift Studios

- An invitation for a documentary project in development to participate in The Euro-Mediterranean
Documentary Market (MediMed)

20
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PROJECTS IN DEVELOPMENT

A Pair of Shoes in the Dark Corner
of the Moon

Country: Egypt

Director: Ayman El Amir

A Coptic man, estranged in his remote
village, dreams of becoming a famous
actor. He wins a chance to participate in
a reality-show to be the first astronaut in
Egyptian history. His ambitions lead him
to an unexpected fate.

Al-Madeeneh 2008
Country: Yemen
Director: Yousef Assabahi

In the old town of Al-Madeeneh, Fuad,
the last construction worker of a dying
craft, faces debt and homelessness while
townspeople chase hidden riches.

Amara

Country: Denmark, France, Lebanon,
Jordan

Director: Michelle Keserwany

Darine, a dynamic horoscope presenter at
the radio, must replace the news anchor
suddenly fired due to the economic crisis,
forcing her to break out of her fictional
bubble and face a harsh reality caused by
her words.

Dwellers of the Cabins
Country: Egypt, Qatar
Director: Hend Bakr

My people and | used to live together

in the center of the city, but we were
completely separated from it as if we were
from a distant isolated village.
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Elsewhere
Country: Sweden
Director: Issraa Elkogali Higgstrom

In this vibrant story of coming into one's
own through remembrance, at a time of
war and loss, a mother creates a moving
family tree with roots reaching from the
River Nile to the peaks of the Swedish
Alps.

House No. 7
Country: Syria, Qatar
Director: Rama Abdy

After escaping their abusive family homes,
and their conservative societies, three
women rent rooms in an old Damascene
house. They manage to create a safe space
isolated from the madness of the post-
war era, but soon the girls start facing
many threats, thus protecting their fragile
space becomes a challenge.

Leila’s Trial

Country: France

Director: Charlie Kouka

In a dilapidated district of a small Tunisian
town, a young girl of 13 is believed

to perform miracles and divides the
neighborhood: Is she a witch or a saint?

Remind Me to Forget
Country: Saudi Arabia
Director: Lama Jamjoom

In a shelter for divorced, widowed, and
elderly women in Saudi Arabia, we follow
two generations: an elderly woman
seeking belonging after relocation and a
young woman challenging societal norms
to gain her independence.
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Running with Beasts

Country: Czech Republic, Lebanon
Director: Leila Basma

Amid Lebanon's economic collapse, five
friends come up with a risky secret plan

to chase their dreams, confronting the
unexpected costs of growing up.

The Cow Thief
Country: Egypt
Director: Mohamed Zedan

An investigative documentary uncovers
the secrets behind the disappearance of
‘The Cow Thief' script and the mysterious
death of its director, Kamal Selim,
revealing a stolen script that ultimately
became 'Bicycle Thieves'.

The Guardian

Country: Algeria

Director: Muhannad Lamin

In the timeless Libyan desert, an elderly
Bedouin herdsman resists aiding

two hunters seeking the meat of the

Waddan-a rare mountain sheep believed
to be sacred and possessed.

The Masters of Magic and Beauty
Country: Egypt

Director: Jad Chahine

Following the magical circumstances
surrounding the birth of a little girl, a
couple seeks counsel from the Oracle, only
to find out that a past mistake has cursed
the family's bloodline, forcing them to
fight for survival.
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The Myth of Mahmoud

Country: Qatar, Palestine

Director: Mayar Hamdan, Shaima Al
Tamimi

Mayar captures the lives of her Palestinian
family who made Doha their home 60
years ago. Led by her mother Amal, who is
approaching retirement, they once again
grapple with the dilemma of moving or
fighting to remain.
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FILMS IN POST-PRODUCTION

Exile

Country: Tunisia

Director: Mehdi Hmili

Mohamed, a steelworker marked by
tragedy and rusting from within, fights

against corruption, transforming into a
symbol of resistance and sacrifice.

In This Darkness | See You

Country: Lebanon, France, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia

Director: Nadim Tabet

Strange and life-threatening events in a
construction site create tension between
the Syrian workers and the Lebanese
villagers. Tarek, one of the workers,
becomes convinced that the site is
haunted.

La Vie D'Apreés
Country: France
Director: Namir Abdel Messeeh

After his mother's death, Namir, a
40-year-old filmmaker, decides to honor
a promise he made to her: to make a new
film with her. But can filmmaking bring
back the dead?

My Father and Qaddafi
Country: USA, Libya
Director: Jihan

A daughter unravels the disappearance

of her father, the peaceful opposition
leader to Qaddafi, and pieces together her
mother’s 19-year search to find him.
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Son of the Streets

Country: Palestine, Poland, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Lebanon

Director: Mohammed Almughanni

Against all odds, a stateless Palestinian
child in a Beirut refugee camp em- barks
on a courageous journey for recognition,
education, and a brighter future in Son of
the Streets.

The Meursault Investigation
Country: Algeria, France, Switzerlanda
Director: Malek Bensmail

Haroun is an old man who lives in Oran,
Algeria. He has an incredible secret: he
would be the brother of “The Arab”, a
fictional character killed in Camus' world-
renowned French book: “The Stranger”.

The Settlement

Country: Egypt, France, Germany, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia

Director: Mohamed Rashad

A factory witnessed their father’s death.
The only compensation offered to Hossam
and Maro to relinquish their legal rights

is to work in the same position as their
father. They try to integrate the factory’s
community.

Those Who Watch Over
Country: Belgium, France, Qatar
Director: Karima Saidi

In @ multi-faith cemetery in Brussels,
the film reveals the dialogues between
the deceased and their descendants,

through personal rituals and imaginative
narratives.
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CINEGOUNA FUNDING JURY AND MENTORS

Amjad Abu Alala
Sudan

ped]] yi dool
15 gud]

Lamia Belkaied
Guiga

Tunis
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Amjad Abu Alala is a UAE-born Sudanese director and producer,
who honed his craft at UAE University, creating notable short films
under Abbas Kiarostami's mentorship. His feature film, "You Will
Die at Twenty," triumphed with the Lion of the Future at the Venice
International Film Festival, marking Sudan's inaugural Oscars
submission. He has been the Head of Programming at the Sudan
Independent Film Festival since 2014 and has driven impactful
productions through his company, Station Films, including the
Cannes 2023 Freedom award-winning "Goodbye Julia.
ool B3] G 83,0 Spad T gl Cum «OhLY! dzsle @
ol B33l "0l & Osaia” dashll oyl dald 5B L alilS
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aSp s e 855 Glels] 2By 2014 ple Jie dited) losuwd
de 35l "Wem KElag" ol s § Lg Station Films 5elé s
2023 O Olojpae § & yedl 8351

Director, Researcher, and Consultant in Audiovisual and Cinema.
Lamia Belkaied Guiga holds a PhD in Audiovisual Media from
Panthéon-Assas University (Paris 1) and is an Assistant Professor
at the Higher School of Audiovisual and Cinema (ESAC) in
Gammarth since 2004. She has served as Director of ESAC (2020-
2024), leading key academic reforms.

Currently the Artistic Director of the Carthage Film Festival (JCC)
2023-2024, A founding member of the HESCALE research group
at Sorbonne Nouvelle, she has contributed to academic research
on Tunisian and African cinema and was an expert for the UNESCO
report on African film (2020-2021). Lamia is also part of the Critics
Awards for Arab Films and Mentor Arabia, focusing on promoting
Arab and African cinema globally.
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Nadia Dresti
Switzerland

(ad 30 &3l
Lz g

Nadia Dresti, a Swiss film industry veteran, began her career at
20th Century Fox Switzerland. In 1990, she founded her own PR
and Film Marketing company, collaborating with major festivals
like the Locarno Film Festival, the Cannes Marché du Film, and the
European Film Market (EFM) at the Berlinale and many more. In
2000, she created Locarno Pro, a key initiative that has become a
global hub for film professionals. She also co-founded Open Doors,
a workshop aimed at supporting film production in regions where
independent cinema is particularly at risk. Dresti has held various
leadership roles, including Delegate to the Artistic Direction of the
Locarno Film Festival and Vice President of UNICEF Switzerland.
She is currently Head of the Industry Advisory Board at Locarno.
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Paul Foley
United States
388 Js:

Sasabl ©LYsll

Paul Foley, has written for Disney, Universal, Warner Bros., and
more. He returned to his alma mater, USC, in 2008 where he
teaches rewriting, pitching, and writing for animation. Passionate
about fostering talent, his former students now write for film, TV,
and games on six continents. In 2018 he began working with the
Middle East Media Initiative, promoting values-based content in
the MENA region. In 2024, Foley was appointed Head of Story for
Alamiya Filmed Entertainment, a studio based in Dubai, Riyadh,
and Los Angeles.
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1PM

2PM

4PM

10 AM

1AM

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2024

CineGouna Theater

Forum Room

Workshop Room

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

In Conversation with Mahmoud
Hemida

Moderator: Mariam ElKhosht

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2024

CineGouna Theater

Forum Room

Workshop Room

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Inter | Distribution: How to

12PM

1PM

11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Gemini CinemaTech Pitching
Competition - 4th Edition

Jury members: Nelly Karim-Amina
Khalil-Nour El Nabawy- Tarek EI
Ganainy-Adly Thomas

Moderator: Sarah Bissada

Travel With Your Film?
Speakers: Michel Zana, Alaa
Karkouti, Jessica Khoury, Alice
Kharoubi, Gary Springer

3PM

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM
In Converstion with: Hany Abu
Assaad

Moderator: Ahmed Shawky

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Co-production: Opportunities and
Challenges - Speakers: Mohamed
Hefzy, Dorothé Beinemeier, Amjad
Abu Elela,Claire Chassagne
Moderator: Rula Nasser

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

UNHCR: Refugees and Unique
Storytelling

Mentor: Najwa Najjar

CLOSED SESSION

4PM

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
In Converstion with: Essad Younis
Moderator: Yousra

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Film Markets: The Business Side
of Festivals

Speakers: Jerome Paillard,
Magdalene Reddy, Marcello Paolilo
Moderator: Mohammed Taymour

6 PM

In Conversation / Master Class | | Panel Discussion

Round Table

36

In Focus

4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

Arab Film Industry: Challenges
and Opportunities

Moderated by Lana El Gendy -Sky
News

Speakers: Ferid Boughedir, Ahmed

Badawy, Emad Eskandar, Safei,
Hefzy, Mohannad El Bakri, Rula
Nasser

1PM

2PM

4PM

10 AM

1AM

12PM

1PM

3PM

4PM

5PM

6 PM

Workshops / Sessions / Round Tables
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10 AM

1AM

12PM

1PM

2PM

4PM

7PM

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2024

CineGouna Theater

Forum Room

Workshop Room

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM
In Conversation with: Hend Sabry
Moderator: Chadi Zeneddine

11:00 AM -12:30 PM

Formats: How To Sell Our Stories
To The World?

Speakers: Sara Dabbous, Mohamed
Mashish

Moderator: Zyad Serouji

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Moon Knight; Marvel -
International Success

Speakers: Mohamed Diab, Sarah
Gohar, Hesham Nazih, Reem El AdI

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Impactful Stories: Beyond the
Film

Speakers: Remi Grellety, Kinda
Alloush, Hanan Malek, Yves
Sassenrath

Moderator: Maggie Morgan

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Eyes On: Cinema in Conflict
(supported by UNHCR)
Speakers: Muhammed
EIMughanni, Rama Abdi, Alaa
Amer, Israa EIKogali, Michele
Keserwany

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Egypt and Saudi Arabia: Bridging
Cinema’s Legacy with Ambitious
New Frontiers

Speakers: Ahmed Badawy, Emad
Eskandar, Zeinab Abu AlSamh,
Wessam Kattan

Moderator: Gamal Guemeih

In Conversation / Master Class | | Panel Discussion

Round Table In Focus

38

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

UNHCR: Refugees and Unique
Storytelling

Mentor: Najwa Najjar

CLOSED SESSION

10 AM

1AM

12PM

1PM

2PM

4PM

7PM

Workshops / Sessions / Round Tables
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10 AM

1AM

MONDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2024

CineGouna Theater

Forum Room

Workshop Room

12PM

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Drama; Reflecting Current

Social Stories and Audiences
Prespectives

Speakers: Karim EIShennawy, Nelly
Karim, Youssef ElSherif, Sherife
AbdelMessih, Salma ElFawal
Moderator: Mina El Naggar

1PM

2PM

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM
From Book to Screen: Bridging
Literature and Cinema

Speakers: Ahmed Mourad, Mariam
Naoum, Tamer Habib

Moderator: Rami Abd EI Razek

4PM

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM
Reunion: E/Selm W El Teebann

Speakers: Tarek El Arian-Mohamed
Hefzy- Hala Shiha- Hany Salama-
Hesham Nazih

Moderator: Andrew Mohsen

5PM

6 PM

7PM

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Finance Your Film: Navigating
Unconventional Funding and
Legal Frameworks

Speakers: Soleil Gharbieh,
Alessandra Speciale, Ahmed Tarek,
Savina Neirotti

Co-production legalities: Ismat
Abidi

Moderator: Mostafa Youssef

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM

Platforms, What Are They
Looking For?

Speakers: Aya Medhat, Nashwa
Gad, Joe Al Khawand

In Conversation / Master Class | | Panel Discussion

Round Table In Focus

40

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

UNFPA and HerStory Films:
Production of Gender-Sensitive
Content

Instructors: Maggie Morgan,
Mariam Naoum

CLOSED SESSION

2:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Pitching Movies & Series:
Paul Foley, Ahmed Sharkawi
CLOSED SESSION

10 AM

1AM

12PM

1PM

2PM

4PM

5PM

6PM

7PM

Workshops / Sessions / Round Tables
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10 AM

1AM

12PM

1PM

2PM

4PM

5PM

7PM

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2024

CineGouna Theater

Forum Room

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM
In Conversation with: Summer
Shesha & Amani Eljameel

11:30AM - 1:00 PM
The Two Journeys of Documentary

Speakers: Hala Galal, Emmanuel
Chicon, May Odeh, Mohammed
Siam

Moderator: Ola Salwa

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
Short Films: Unlocking the Future
of Talent and Creativity

Speakers: Sameh Alaa, Safei El
din Mahmoud, Camille Varenne,
Simone Bardoni

Moderator: Aya Dowara

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

New Talents, Lights on (Rising
Stars’ Panelists)

Moderator: Melanie Goodfellow

In Conversation / Master Class | | Panel Discussion

Round Table In Focus

42

Workshop Room

10 AM
1AM
12PM
1PM
2PM

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM

Film Festival Programming

Mentor: Andrew Mohsen

CLOSED SESSION
3PM
4PM
5PM
6PM
7PM

Workshops / Sessions / Round Tables
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2024

CineGouna Theater

Forum Room

Workshop Room

10 AM

1AM

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Maximizing Your Reach: Best
Practices for TV and Film on Meta

By: META's team
CLOSED SESSION

12PM

11:00 AM -12:30 PM

In Conversation with: Joanna
Hadji Thomas - Khalil Joreige
Moderator: Jean Michel Frodon

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Film Restoration: A Longer Life
Speakers: Mathilde Rouxel, Khairy
Beshara, Marianne Khaoury,
Stephanie Shulte, Tamer Saeid,
Beatrice de Pastre, Nuria Sanz
Gallego

Moderator: Ahmed Nabil

1PM

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
Directing Actors
Speaker: Tamer Mohsen
Moderator: Sedky Sakhr

3PM

3:00 PM - 4:00 PM

The Two Business; How Can the
Corporate World Contribute to Art
and Culture?

Speakers: Mohamed Amer,
Mohamed Aboughaly, Yasser
Shaker

Moderator: Amr Mansi

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Building Actors’ Persona on
META's Social Media

Speakers:Ahmed Malek,
Huda El Mufti, Mayan El Sayed

Moderator: Mohamed Omar

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Mastering the Role: Strategies
for Actors to Land Their Best
Opportunities

Speakers: Amina Khalil, Asmaa
Galal, Aly Kassem, Ahmed El
Zoghby

Moderator: Mervat Abo Ouf

2:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Session: International Audition:
Explore the US and European
Scene

Mentor: Vinnie Shergill
CLOSED SESSION

In Conversation / Master Class | | Panel Discussion

Round Table

a4

In Focus

10 AM

1AM

12PM

1PM

3PM

Workshops / Sessions / Round Tables
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10 AM

1AM

12PM

1PM

2PM

3PM

10 AM

1AM

12PM

2PM

5PM

10 AM

1AM

12PM

1PM

2PM

3PM

10 AM

1AM

12PM

2PM

5PM

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2024
CineGouna Theater Forum Room Workshop Room
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Acting Body
Mentor: Karima Mansour
CLOSED SESSION
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2024
CineGouna Theater Forum Room Workshop Room
1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
In Conversation with Nahed
Nasrallah
Moderator: Mariam Naoum
In Conversation / Master Class | | Panel Discussion Round Table In Focus Workshops / Sessions / Round Tables

46



2024 Jgi1 gapiti /pgisi 31 gurasll

p1

p2

wn

p12

p1

p2

pa

pS

Jiygll 6pan waiiall 4j2a diga Lnivw apua
w10
2luta 3:00 -13111 10:00
asjallg ggliaall
ot Jgnia days i ai
45140 g
p12
p1
p2
p3
2024 nilill gupii /paogi 1dsaall
Jiygll 6pan wnadiall dp2a diga Lnivw aputa
w10
en
P12
Pl
2lua 2:30 - 1:00
alll pni aali ga dpalaa
p2 Ag=i aypa :jlgall sy
p3
P4
pS
apalao/jlga | | yiilai aals apsiwallalglall | | cgall s s apiwall dlgliall / <181 / Jac aiyg

a7



IN CONVERSATIONS
& MASTER CLASSES

dlpalaag dljlga



MAHMOUD HEMEIDA

IN CONVERSATION WITH MAHMOUD HEMEIDA GFF 2024 CAREER
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WINNER

MODERATED BY: MARIAM EL KHOSHT
Friday, October 25, 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm, CineGouna Theater

A distinguished and outstanding Egyptian artist, he is a source of pride at El Gouna Film
Festival and in the Arab world for his remarkable contributions to Egyptian cinema and
television. He has honed his talent through education, presenting a unique model of a
gifted and diligent Egyptian actor, distinguished not only by his performance but also by
his rare charisma and allure. He consistently makes bold and diverse choices, including
silent roles, complex characters, and those that engage, both, complex thoughts and
emotions. With a career spanning over 70 films, his experiences and insights into the
industry are highly valuable.

MARIAM EL KHOSHT

An enchanting Egyptian actress and animal rights activist, Mariam began
her career at just 10 years old. Mariam’s incredible talent lit up theatre,
radio, drama, and film showing her versatility. From captivating dramas
like “Omla Nadra” and “ Layali Eugeunie” to her memorable role in "Bedoon
Sabeq Enzar," Mariam is a shining star lighting up screens everywhere
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IN CONVERSATION WITH HANY ABU-ASSAD

IN CONVERSATION WITH HANY ABU-ASSAD

MODERATED BY: AHMED SHAWKY
Saturday, October 26, 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm, CineGouna Theater

With two Oscar nominations to his credit, Hany Abu Assaad has established himself
among international storytellers. His authentic films as a director, writer, and producer
have brought a distinctive Arab voice to the international scene.

AHMED SHAWKY

He is an Egyptian film critic, programmer, president of the international
film critics federation (FIPRESCI) and the Egyptian film critics association
(EFCA). Publishing weekly articles about cinema and entertainment
industry. He has also published eight books Egyptian cinema. Shawky is
the head of CineGounaFunding, the coproduction platform of El Gouna
Film Festival.

52



a2 gif wnila ga jlga

asuwi gii enila ga jiga

(gl aaai lapay
diga nivw apua (2luta 3:30 - 2luwa 2:00 dclwllpgisi 26 Cuwll

gl LS . oubledl SIS Gilo o 85,410 BSe & gaud Lo 905 5 Sus¥l 835l 35y i3
& Loawa suabl gysll Osall dsz O qeidly gosbly ol 95 laed ot I aadil e
Al blusYl

bk S8 dumazrg (g nad) Sl Joudl dlosYl udy (g pae Jloigw 2306
e daie pushy D pall il Jso daasie (S &L sl o pall
Ol5a6 olsdl ikl zlYls Oleg ikl ughs gl ‘(Qléi” zWl esu) Lo

Gloieudl Bg2dl



IN CONVERSATIONS & MASTER CLASSES

IN CONVERSATION WITH ESAAD YOUNIS

IN CONVERSATION WITH ESAAD YOUNIS

MODERATED BY: YOUSSRA
Saturday, October 26, 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm, CineGouna Theater

A woman of many talents, superstar Esaad Younis has become an unparalleled media
figure. As an actress, writer, producer, and distributor, she has made significant
contributions to the industry. Each of Esaad's new projects highlights her true passion
and dedication to cinema.

YOUSSRA

Yousra, Egypt’s legendary actress, has starred in iconic films since the
1970s, earning over 80 awards globally. A trailblazer in Egyptian cinema
and TV, she continues to inspire many. Named one of the World’s 100 Most
Powerful Arab Women, Yousra is also a member of the Academy of Motion
Pictures Arts and Sciences (Oscars).
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IN CONVERSATIONS & MASTER CLASSES

IN CONVERSATION WITH HEND SABRY

IN CONVERSATION WITH HEND SABRY

MODERATED BY: CHADI ZENEDDINE
Sunday, October 27,11:00 am - 12:30 pm, CineGouna Theater

An industry woman in every sense of the word, Hend not only excelled from a young age
as an Arab actress but also ventured into new territories as a producer. She fully immersed
herself in the film and TV industry, taking on one unique role at a time.

CHADI ZENEDDINE

With more than 20 years in the industry, Chadi Zeneddine is a filmmaker,
festival programmer and industry consultant.

-

He is currently collaborating with Film AlUla, NearEast entertainment, Red
Sea Film Foundation, Sharjah, Another Way Madrid among others film
entities. He worked with Disney International, Doha FI, Beirut DC, Istanbul
FF, Cairo FF, Sarajevo FF.
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IN CONVERSATIONS & MASTER CLASSES

SUMMER SHESHA & AMANI AL-JAMEEL

SUMMER SHESHA & AMANI AL-JAMEEL

MODERATED BY: AMANI AL-JAMEEL
Tuesday, October 29, 11:00 am - 12:30 pm, CineGouna Theater

Join us for an engaging conversation featuring a mother and daughter, two prominent
voices in Saudi Arabia's evolving film industry. They will share their personal journeys, the
challenges and opportunities they've faced as women in entertainment, and their views
on the rapid transformation of Saudi cinema. This session offers a unique insight into how
their work reflects the changing narratives in Saudi society, blending culture, tradition,
and modernity. Don't miss this opportunity to hear from two dynamic figures shaping the
future of Saudi cinema.

AMANI AL-JAMEEL

. Amani Al-Jameel, a Saudi artist, transitioned to acting and Screenwriting

= after retirement. She began her creative journey later in life and has since

appeared in the film Basmah (2024), the series Crashing Eid (2023), and

the short film Malika (2024). Amani also wrote the script for the short film
Ghomra which is expected to be filmed soon.
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IN CONVERSATIONS & MASTER CLASSES

JOANNA HADJI THOMAS & KHALIL JOREIGE

IN CONVERSATION WITH: JOANNA HADJI THOMAS & KHALIL JOREIGE

MODERATED BY: JEAN-MICHEL FRODON
Wednesday, October 30, 11:00 am - 12:30 pm, CineGouna Theater

Filmmakers and artists Joana Hadjithomas and Khalil Joreige work across photography,
installations, video, and both documentary and fiction films. They challenge traditional
storytelling, the fabrication of images and representations, the construction of
imaginaries, and the writing of history. Their multi-awarded films include Memory Box
(2021), Ismyrna (2016), The Lebanese Rocket Society (2012), Je Veux Voir (2008), and A
Perfect Day (2005).

Several retrospectives of their work have been presented at renowned institutions, and
their artworks are featured in major exhibitions as well as significant public and private
collections. They received the prestigious Marcel Duchamp Prize in 2017 for their project
Unconformities. Joana and Khalil are actively involved with Metropolis, Cinematheque
Beirut, and are co-founders of Abbout Productions alongside Georges Schoucair. Join them
for an “In Conversation” session.

JEAN-MICHEL FRODON

Journalist and film critic, former senior editor for Le Monde, former
Editorial Director of Cahiers du cinema, writes for the website Slate.fr and
=1 many print and online medias. Curator and programmer. Author or editor

( of more than thirty books, dedicated to major directors, history of French
and Chinese cinemas, non-western cinemas, film criticism and film theory.
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IN CONVERSATIONS & MASTER CLASSES

DIRECTING ACTORS WITH TAMER MOHSEN

i A

DIRECTING ACTORS WITH TAMER MOHSEN

MODERATED BY: SEDKY SAKHR
Wednesday, October 30, 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

The art of directing actors is a key element in creating exceptional work. The relationship
between a director and actors is essential in bringing a story to life. Join this exclusive
masterclass with Tamer Mohsen and unlock the secrets to elevating your craft.

SEDKY SAKHR

Sedky Sakhr, an Egyptian actor and musician, started with the “El Tamye”
theater company in 2003. He's acted in films and TV series like "Rivo"
and "Sot w Sora" and currently stars in "Rag’am Serry." He's a founding
member of Youssra El-Hawary’s band since 2012. He also voiced the Knight
in Egypt's first animated film, "The Knight and the Princess."
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IN CONVERSATIONS & MASTER CLASSES

IN CONVERSATION WITH NAHED NASR ALLAH
ki

IN CONVERSATION WITH NAHED NASR ALLAH

MODERATED BY: MARIAM NAOUM
Friday, November 1, 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm, CineGouna Theater

Join us with Nahed Nasrallah, a highly acclaimed costume designer whose work has left an
indelible mark on Arab cinema. Nahed pursued her passion for the arts in Paris, where she
specialized in costume design for cinema and theatre.

Her journey in the film industry began as an assistant director to the legendary Youssef
Chahine, eventually leading her to work with renowned directors like Yousry Nasrallah,
Radwan El Kashef, and Osama Fawzi. Nahed's major breakthrough came with her
exceptional work on Chahine's The Immigrant (1994), and her celebrated projects, The
Blue Elephant and Ibrahim AlAbyad, cemented her reputation as a visionary in costume
design.

In this conversation, Nahed will take you behind the scenes of her creative process, offering
insights into how costume design enhances character development and storytelling.
Discover how she meticulously crafts costumes that not only bring characters to life but
also evoke the visual and emotional tone of the films.

MARIAM NAOUM

Mariam Naoum is an inspiring screenwriter known for her work in social
drama. She founded the Sard Writers' Room, in recognition of the value
of collaborative work and aims to support young talents in the field of
screenwriting. She believes that cinema is a tool for change.
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HEDSTAR

PROCUCTION & DISTRIBUTION

W Jlall o lilg | LOVE, IMAGINEDI | 2024

I.G!LI];'I aliy | THE BASHA GIRLS | 2024

SINCE 2014
RED STAR FILMS PRODUCED 21 AWARD WINNING FILMS.

WE CHAMPION NEW TALENTS, DIVE INTO TQUGH TOPICS, A
CO-PRODUCING FLICKS FROM EGYPT, IRAQ, SUDAN, SYRIA, PA
ARABIA. WE'RE NOT JUST MAKING MOVIES; WE'RE RESHAPIN
GAME, BLENDING INDIE VIBES WITH BLOCKBUSTER STYLE.

RED STAR FILMS--WHERE STORIES COME TO LIFE IN A WHOLE NEW

REDSTARFILMS.NET
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RED SEA

FUND

redseafilmfest.com

250+ Projects, with 250+
15 Million US Dollars iliopiad?
in Grants. 120+

A dynamic force in the world of Arab and African film Copocuctions

financing, the Red Sea Fund operates across four 1 60
cycles, encompassing projects in stages of +
development, production, and post-production. Award

Nominations

Documentary, fiction, animation, episodic, shorts, and
features, the Fund is looking out for flmmakers and 1 00"'
the new exciting wave of films. Festival Awards
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"We invite all talented individuals in directing, screenwriting, and
cinematic and dramatic storytelling to share their creativity and

join our team!

If you're gifted in these fields, don't hesitate to send us a sample

of your work and contact us via email at info@blue-bee.tv

Selected candidates will have the opportunity to meet with
Mohamed Mashish and Blue Bee team to work on our new

projects.”

WE ARE LOOKING FOR YOU



PANELS
Julaill Glala



PANEL DISCUSSIONS

GEMINI CINEMATECH PITCHING COMPETITION - 4TH

EDITION

MODERATED BY: SARAH BISSADA
Saturday, October 26, 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Gemini

u Africa

Featuring ten startups with innovative technological solutions designed to enhance
both the filmmaking and creative industries, this event will showcase pitches from each
startup. A panel of actors, actresses, and industry experts will evaluate the ideas and

select the top three.

JURY:

Adly Thoma

Chairman & CEO -
Gemini Africa

Nelly Karim
Actress

Tarek El Ganainy

Founder and CEO
of TVision Media
Productions

70

Amina Khalil
Actress

Youssry Nasrallah
Director

Mohammed Farrag
Actor
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION- HOW TO TRAVEL WITH

YOUR FILM?
MODERATED BY: ALAA ALASAD

Saturday, October 26, 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM, Forum Room

This panel aims to discuss the distribution of Egyptian and Arab films worldwide.
Obstacles and challenges exist on one hand, alongside unique opportunities and success
stories on the other. How is Arab cinema perceived across different regions? Experienced
distributors and sales agents, who have worked extensively with Egyptian and Arab films
and generated interest among national audiences, will discuss strategies for reaching

international audiences.

Moderator’s Bio:

Alaais a producer at Creative Media
Solutions (CMS), focusing on global

film projects. He is producing "Baghdad
Perfume" and the Jordanian film "On The
Edge," while co-producing "Soad," "Slam,"
and "You'll Die At Twenty." He produced
the documentary "The Other Kids" and
supports young Arab filmmakers, helping
them create short films in Jordan, Egypt,
Bahrain, and Iraq.

Panelists:

Michel Zana

After studying cinema, Michel Zana
worked in Los Angeles, from 1988 to
1996, as casting director and production
manager. Back to France in 1996, he
worked as line producer for 7 years on

TV documentaries. In 2003, he joined
Sophie Dulac in Dulac Productions and co-
founded Dulac Distribution to distribute
theatrically in France.

Alaa Karkouti

One of the most recognized figures in the
Arab Cinema industry, Alaa Karkouti is the
CEO of MAD Solutions — the Arab World's
most prolific distributor of Arab film
content — and co-founder of Arab Cinema
Center, which is a platform that connects
film professionals around the globe to
their Arab counterparts.
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Jessica Khoury

Jessica Khoury, currently Film Clinic’'s VP
of Business Affairs with an extensive
experience in independent Arab cinema,
and film making.

Prior her joining Film Clinic, Jessica has
worked for Pacha Pictures in Paris, MC
Distribution, and Abbout Productions in
Beirut which had a great impact in shaping
her experience, fueled by her passion for
the film making industry.

Khoury is a GMM and EAVE producers
workshop alumnus.

Alice Kharoubi

Alice, after studying in France and the
U.S., has been integral to the Festival

de Cannes team for many years. She

was Artistic Director at Meditalents and
currently works in programming at the Red
Sea International Film Festival, managing
Red Sea Souk Talents to support emerging
filmmakers. Additionally, she mentors
young filmmakers worldwide and oversees
Cinema Programming at the Marché du
Film while leading the Cannes Makers
program.

Gary Springer

Gary Springer is an entertainment
publicist representing independent

and foreign films at festivals and for
national releases. He has worked on

over 25 Broadway shows and served as

an international press consultant for

the International Emerging Film Talent
Association. Previously an actor, he is also
a voting member of the Academy Awards.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

CO-PRODUCTION: OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES

MODERATED BY: RULA NASSER

Saturday, October 26, 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM, Forum Room

The speakers will provide recommendations on inclusive co-productions and

explore actionable strategies. This complex area involves numerous regulations and
considerations, aiming to share success stories and essential insights that empower
fellow producers to navigate collaborations with integrity and innovation.

Moderator’s Bio:

An experienced Jordanian producer, she
began her career with BBC and Discovery
Channel projects in the Middle East.
Joining the Royal Film Commission in
2005, she founded "The Imaginarium
Films" in 2011. Her recent works include
"The Alleys," "Holy Spider," and "Rebel,"
with "Inchallah Wallad" premiering at
Cannes 2023 and nominated for the
Oscars in 2024.

Panelists:

Mohamed Hefzy

Mohamed Hefzy is an Egyptian
screenwriter and producer, with a
filmography of more than 40 feature
films including acclaimed titles Clash
(2016), Sheikh Jackson (2017), Luxor
(2020), and Feathers (2021). He served as
a jury member in international festivals
including Sundance 2022 and the 75th
Venice International Film Festival.

Dorothé Beinemeier

Dorothe Beinemeier, CEO of Red Balloon
Film in Hamburg, produces award-winning
arthouse films, drama series, and children-
family entertainment internationally.
Happy Holidays by Scandar Copti (Venice
2024, Orizzonti Best Screenplay), LEmpire
by Bruno Dumont (Berlinale 2024, Silver
Bear), Al Garib (Venice 2021, Palestine’s
Oscar entry), and Yunan (2025) by Ameer
Fakher Eldin.
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Amjad Abu Alala

Amjad Abu Alala is a Sudanese director
and producer from the UAE, trained under
Abbas Kiarostami. His film You Will Die
at Twenty won the Lion of the Future

at Venice, marking Sudan’s first Oscars
submission. He heads programming at
the Sudan Independent Film Festival and
leads Station Films, producing award-
winning projects.

Claire Chassagne

A French producer and associate of
Dolce Vita Films. Her first feature as a
producer, Girls will be Girls premiered at
the 2024 Sundance Film festival, it was
awarded the Audience prize and the Best
Performance Prize. She also coproduced
the Egyptian documentary The Brink of
dreams, by Nada Ryadh and Ayman El
Amir.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

FILM MARKETS: THE BUSINESS SIDE OF FESTIVALS

MODERATED BY: MOHAMMED TAYMOUR
Saturday, October 26, 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM, Forum Room

Film festivals celebrate the artistry of cinema and the pageantry of film. In contrast, film
markets focus on the commerce and business aspects of the industry. Do film markets

play a significant role in the film industry? How can filmmakers benefit from these

markets and effectively navigate them?

Moderator’s Bio:

An Egyptian film producer and the Head
of CineGouna Market in El Gouna Film
Festival. In 2020, he produced the short
film, “I Am Afraid to Forget Your Face"
which won the prestigious Palme d'Or
award in Festival De Cannes.

In 2021, he founded the ‘Egyptian Film
Producers Club’ and in 2022, he founded
his own production company "CHAQS
FILMS”

Panelists:

Jérome Paillard

Jéréme Paillard, former Director of

the Marché du Film at Cannes, is a
consultant specializing in film production,
distribution, and events. He also leads
the ACM Distribution commission at CNC
and mediates industry disputes.He is als a
commercial pilot and flight instructor.

Magdalene Reddy

Director of the Durban FilmMart Institute,
a non-profit organization which produces
Africa’s premier finance and coproduction
market. Magdalene is also the director and
owner of Creative WorkZone, which since
2019 has been producing the film festivals,
providing festival management training,
conducting research and project managing
various arts projects.
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Marcello Paolilo

Film executive with a strong background
in production, distribution, acquisitions,
international sales and film festivals
organization and programming, Marcello
Paolillo is currently Project Manager for
Locarno Pro, the industry arm of the
Locarno Film Festival, co-founder of the
production company Art of Panic, and
member of the European Film Academy.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

MOON KNIGHT: MARVEL - INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS

MODERATED BY: MOHAMMED BASSIOUNY
Sunday, October 27, 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

This panel is aims to discuss Marvel Studios Moon Knight. The TV series was a unique
case of success with the Egyptian crew and big US production for worldwide audiences,
not just Middle East. A secret recipe of work and presence put us on the map. Join the
discussion in the presence with the Director Mohamed Diab and his crew.

Moderator’s Bio:

An Egyptian construction engineer and
entrepreneur, co-founded Tayarah World,
Egypt’s first untraditional advertising
boutique, evolving from Disalata. He hosts
“Khatwetein Li Warra,” a show inspiring
entrepreneurs, and nurtures talent while
impacting the region’s digital ecosystem
with creative, innovative content.

Panelists:

Mohamed Diab

Mohamed Diab is an Egyptian filmmaker.
He is known for directing and producing
the hit Marvel series “Moon Knight”
starring Oscar Isaac, Ethan Hawke and
May Calamawy. He began his career as

a screenwriter, achieving commercial
success in the Middle East.
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Sarah Gohar

Sarah Goher is an Egyptian American
filmmaker known for her work with
Mohamed Diab, most notably on the
Disney and Marvel series “Moon Knight.”
Sarah is an alumna of NYU Tisch School of
the Arts.

Reem El AdI

Reem El Adl is an award-winning Egyptian
costume designer, recognized for her

work on films like Clash and Nawara,

and TV series such as Sunset Oasis and
Under Guardianship. In addition to her
contributions to screen, she has also
designed costumes for theater productions
such as Coco Chanel and Charlie.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

EYES ON: CINEMA IN CONFLICT

MODERATED BY: TAMER ASHRY

Sunday, October 27, 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Despite the conflicts, wars, and fears, these stories are unique, and the talents remain
persistent. Palestinian, Sudanese, and Lebanese films serve as leading examples of
successful cinema, and promising Yemeni and Syrian projects are on the horizon.

Moderator’s Bio:

Tamer Ashry is a seasoned director and
scriptwriter with 20 years in filmmaking
in the Middle East. His acclaimed feature
film "Photocopy" won multiple awards,
including Best Arab Feature at the El
Gouna Film Festival. His short film
"Eyebrows" also received accolades. Ashry
has produced for notable filmmakers and
worked on projects like "Nawara," which
won Best Actress in Dubai.

Panelists:

Muhammed El Mughanni

Born in Gaza in 1994, Mohammed
Almughanni is a film director and
screenwriter with degrees in Film Directing
from £6dz Film School, Poland. His award-
winning films address racial justice and
socio-political issues in conflict zones,
highlighting the struggles of innocent
civilians, including themes of national
identity and unregistered children. His
work has received accolades at festivals
like Ji.hlava, IDFA, and Clermont-Ferrand.

Rama Abdi

Rama Abdi, born in 1995 in Damascus,
Syria, is a DOP and independent director
studying at the Higher Institute of Cinema.
She began her filmmaking journey in

2018, with her first short documentary,
Fish Dance, premiering at the 7éme Lune
Festival in Paris in 2022. She is currently
working on her first feature-length
documentary, House Number 7.
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Israa E Kougaly

Issraa is a Sudanese-Swedish filmmaker,
writer, and producer. She co-produced Goodbye
Julia, which won the Freedom Prize at Cannes
2023. An alumna of the National Theatre of
Sweden’s writer residency, she was also a
talent development candidate at Story Ltd.
Issraa's work includes the award-winning short
A Handful of Dates and the documentary In
Search of Hip Hop. Her art installation, Nora's
Cloth, toured Norway, Sweden, and the UK and
received the Ibsen Scholarship in 2011.

Michelle Keserawy

Michelle is a multidisciplinary artist and
filmmaker from Lebanon, known for creating
satirical political music videos with her sister
Noel since 2011. In 2023, their short film Les
Chenilles won the Golden Bear for Best Short
Film at Berlinale, making history as the first
Arabic film to do so. The film also received
the Golden Star at El Gouna Film Festival and
was pre-selected for the César Awards. After
co-writing Capernaum with Nadine Labaki,
Michelle is developing several projects,
including an animated feature for adults
titled Ouzkourini and her first live-action
feature, Amara.

Ala'a Amer

Ala'a Amer is a Yemeni-American producer
specializing in international production

of films and branded content, a few of
which are award-winning. She holds a
Producing Certificate from UCLA, an MBA,
and has significant business management
experience. Currently, she’s developing her
feature debut, Al-Madeeneh 2008, after
producing four shorts in Yemen.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

IMPACTFUL STORIES: BEYOND THE FILM

MODERATED BY: MAGGIE MORGAN

Sunday, October 27, 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM, Forum Room

Cinema has been a powerful medium of entertainment and expression since its
inception. Beyond mere entertainment, it has significantly impacted society, inspiring
change and shaping culture in profound ways. Many films produced worldwide tackle
complex topics such as civic engagement, economic and social rights, gender, war,
revolution, and more. These films represent a vast source of untapped potential for
genuine social impact. How do films influence social change and contribute to positive
developments in narratives? Can cinema change the world? Join the discussion.

Moderator’s Bio:

Egyptian filmmaker, festival programmer,
and film faculty at the American University
in Cairo. She has directed and produced
both feature films and shorts. Among

her feature films are From Within Their
Stories, Asham, and From Meir to Meir.

In 2024, she released a documentary, The
Memoirs of M.A, Draz, which premiered
at the Aswan International Women's Film
Festival in April 2024 and got the Special
Jury Prize and the prize for Best Euro-
Mediterranean Film.

Panelists:

Rémi Grellety

Rémi Grellety is an Oscar-nominated,
Emmy, Peabody, César, and BAFTA winner
film producer. His credits include Raoul
Peck’s | AM NOT YOUR NEGRO (2016)

and the HBO miniseries EXTERMINATE
ALL THE BRUTES (2021); and Johan
Grimonprez’s SOUNDTRACK TO A COUP
D'ETAT (Special Jury Award at Sundance
2024 for “Cinematic Innovation”).

Kinda Allouch

Syrian superstar Kinda Alloush boasts

a two-decade-strong auspicious career,
starring in some of Egypt’s most
unforgettable box office hits, including
Al-Masalha and Hepta: The Last Lecture.
In recent years, she headlined the Venice
entry, Nezouh and Toronto opener The
Swimmers, with her latest film being
OSN’s, Yellow Bus.
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Yves Sassenrath

Yves Sassenrath has over 30 years

of humanitarian and development
experience with international NGOs and
UN agencies. He has worked in various
roles, including Deputy Representative
in Brazil and Resident Representative in
Haiti. Currently, he will become UNFPA
Country Representative in Egypt starting
August 2024. He holds an MA from
Glasgow.

Hanan Hamdan

Dr. Hanan Hamdan became the UNHCR
Representative to Egypt and the Arab
League in March 2023. Previously, she

held roles in Tunisia and Kuwait and has
extensive experience across various Middle
Eastern locations. With a strong academic
background in Refugee Studies, she also
worked as a lecturer at the American
University of Beirut.



Julaill alals
AUV clyg La : pili i1y yand

glja qala:lapai/ lap

wnafiall dpa (2lura 2:30 - 2lua 1:00 dclwll (pgisi 27 31

S ol a8 gs 1aems Lgilis die OIUN ge pslls 48 S50 barwy & Lol
dpail] ) g U1 Usliss Algas s 18 Slao] J) 0315 matend) § ods: Loigd
shas Ji oMYl ol Loty dsloizVls Loladyl Bsdodl Jio Buine Olegdgs blall Jo=
2§ Y 35 S B Ghds bzl U GlusY Ak 5 OLKLY as

Tl s L) gt dog $opdl § dulendl Shshdly elozzdl

Aljiwlu @yl

Gle 30 ge W35 S Sliwle (i) gian
28 Olebaih) =o goaidly Gl Josdl &
W8 Basibl @Y Y59 ddgall dessSd]
Jiedl 36 ¢S § L cdalizs ylool § Jas
granws ole § eaibl Jiebls il @
& Ol Szl 0aYl Bgaro Jian Wl
Jolo 55 .2024 Gubruel oo IHlasl pas
SSadle o e W) dz)d e

glaaa glin

ios uais Oles Gl 8)sSWI Clg
oM 9954 Basill @l dislud] dodsal
2023 gosle & doywll Jgull dsmalzy pae &
58 & wolie Blull § Cles J8s
SBlsbl Calisee § dswly Sx5 lypaly CosSdls
dgdlSY lynals Jadsg Jawsl Gl §
Lol e (el Slulys § sl

Do @ Ao,V dsaled] § 8 poloce

:awlall paa ge

& B3luly CUle a0 demones & pas doys
Caily Cuzys 8,0 8L 4S5 oY) dsalzd]
Al ghall LgaMaT 5o e BBy dlygb ST
Syol 2024 ple § e Ul 0" ok
Gl IS sl Jiluy" Olgismy Castis Laks
botead S9! Olsad Ol G 80 JsY (258
oSl & 835l o s 2024 81,1
(hwsiosysl eld Ll 8l Lolsd)
;093 lirall

eniliyé cnay)

s Wy S SusY Silsed et QY81 i
o253 e BT oL dllos oot L3LIg
olds el Jsdly zsell (2016) "l 2ol

Ology gysell "OMEW &y pgatll GArwshl”
@ dolsdl oSl dizd 833l2) 52509452
("Gl | JENI" 5 2024 Guilaie Gl g
Jligle aais

Sy Gisle SUS dyygul) domdl] a3

Sz Olesll o (padsd Oasel doab 408
4 pall Y1 SST oo pasy Ushg Cuwld

lgs oLy dolall 6Ld s & Le doles

s Byl Olsiad! 3s 855V 8 polexl)

ol d3undl Olojge § EHladl NSYI 428
5555 Olesge & o ludl o Ldlls 935"

ANEE WA NI

83



PANEL DISCUSSIONS

FORMATS: HOW TO SELL OUR STORIES TO THE WORLD?

MODERATED BY: ZIAD SROUJI
Sunday, October 27, 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM, Forum Room

This panel explores the global success of film and TV formats, delving into how local
stories can be transformed into formats that transcend borders. Industry experts will
discuss strategies for adapting content for international audiences, navigating rights
and distribution, and understanding what makes a story universally appealing. Learn
how to turn your unique narrative into a global phenomenon by tapping into the growing
demand for adaptable, cross-cultural formats.

Moderator’s Bio:

Ziad is an executive producer and Senior
VP at Rise Studios, specializing in
business development. He previously
served as Director of Acquisition and
Original Production at OSN from 2016 to
2021, where he launched award-winning
originals and built strong relationships
with regional producers. Ziad holds a BA in
Business Marketing and an MBA in Media
Management, earning a Sigma Beta Delta
award in 2011

Panelists:

Sara Dabbous

Sara Dabbous is an executive producer
at MBC GROUP, overseeing all scripted
adaptations from the Levant, as well
as international formats, with a focus
on Turkish adaptations of the top rated
shows in Turkey, such as Al Khaen,
Stilleto, Al Thaman, Mon3atef Khatar,
Crystal and many more.

Mohamed Mashish

Mashish holds over 25 years of collective
experience in the entertainment and
media industries. His unigueness lies in
his ability to bring to light distinguishable
and significant productions that enriched
the Middle East market over the last
decade.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA: BRIDGING CINEMA'S LEGACY
WITH AMBITIOUS NEW FRONTIERS

MODERATED BY: GAMAL GUEMEI

Sunday, October 27, 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM, Forum Room

Egypt, with its rich legacy as the foundation of Arab cinema, and Saudi Arabia, an
emerging powerhouse with bold ambitions, are building dynamic partnerships and
collaborations. These efforts have fueled talent development, enhanced production,
and expanded the regional and international cinematic landscape. This discussion

will explore how both industries can continue to support one another, leverage their
strengths, and unlock even greater potential for growth, innovation, and shared success

on the global stage.

Moderator’s Bio:

Gamal Guemeih is a media investment
expert, a board member of Film clinic;
one of Egypt’s most renowned media
production and distribution companies,
and holds over 19 years of investment and
private equity experience in Egypt and the
MENA region. He is currently the Chief
Investment Officer of PFI; the investment
arm of Egypt Post, where he joined in
2022.

Panelists:

ZEINAB ABU ALSAMH

Zeinab Abu Alsamh oversees all local
production and development projects
at MBC STUDIOS KSA, and focuses

on developing the next generation of
world-class content creators, media
professionals and talents via various
educational and training programmes.

Ahmed Badawy

An Egyptian film producer and founder

of Film Square, he has over twenty years
of expertise in film production. He has
produced and participated in the making
of numerous films that have garnered
both popular and critical acclaim, such as
‘Kira & EI Gin’, ‘The Blue Elephant’, ‘Sons of
Rizl’, ‘Beit El Ruby".
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Emad Eskandar

Emad Eskander is a Saudi storyteller and
filmmaker with a marketing degree from
King Fahad University. After working in
advertising and multinational companies
like Unilever and P&G, he founded "Blue
Bus Entertainment" in 2019, making
significant strides in the film industry. He
currently serves as Head of the Red Sea
Fund.

Wesam Kattan

Wesam Kattan, CEO of Alamiya Filmed
Entertainment, leads with a data-driven,
audience-focused approach to crafting
culturally resonant content. With prior
roles at Lyra Pictures, Genomedia,
Vuclip, Barajoun, and MBC, his expertise
in strategic content development has
significantly shaped AFE's growth and
strengthened its impact in the Middle
Eastern media landscape.

Mohamed Waffa

A Saudi director, holding a business
sciences degree from the Lebanese
American University, boasts over 15 years
of experience in film and series production
throughout the Arab world. His career
includes roles as a director, head of
production, executive producer and the
General Manager at Egypt Rotana Studios.



Julaill alsls

dagalall daaall (GLoUh Laivwll &) layj :dingsullg jna

2ad Jlaa [lapai/ lapy

wafiall jaa 2luwa 4:30 - 2luea 3:00 dclwl] pigisi 27 a1

Bsdll 3530 oo ddsmadly oyl Ll bl Jig gV Y5 I gl dolo pas
losd glezl) o589 ASaliys OIS G JSES (598 el &5yl Ologakll I3 dsll
Rewgis @Y Ssaz 313559 cclshl dass § Olsled] 0de Connles Syl Olgiud! @ logi
& el gusluall ooly) oSg S daBLLl ode (aaSius . ddsally deaslBYl biipud) Blas

JaiSwl alac

e dol gosmu (M8l 09 paad s
4z gl ALl dsele o Gygwctl § Bolgd
Bodstll OISl MYl Jle § dlos
ol T 589,09 Haulsisr Jie Ozl
2019 pls & "Cuaidi] ol sb" &S5 ’UMT
Wl Jsiy Y dslio § 176 Buds o
oY 5ol Bgdio pusdy uaie

glhs plug

ENNEY] &SJ:J Gt sl Olad pleg
SULII e LB Lrgs 358 Ctanlifs] dokd
S Sgimms Llual Hogazdl e 3559
ool okl § dins Cwole (W g0
AFE ¢ JSi5 § nS ISy Gzl
Bl § Yl agikl § Loyl 533
sl

16g xa030

pole § Bolgd o Jolo $39mu zy50
AS eVl L) dmalad] o JlosY)

Y ) & Lole 15 e W35 By miodys
(@ bl slosl Lilise § bkl
o9 oS Dlgol dughl dipune Jads
Olagidgiwl & ple ey G iy L)
-pas by,

Logigd bl e Solitally pasdl lagass e

:awlall paa ge
& Lole 19 3ol By menz Jloz @iy
Hledwd S ) JSJw’@ sl glad sy
B)lo] pulzma § s Lal g 2022 ple s
25l OIS 5l ] S o S5
s §a & M8 = 3539
:gg5)Luiall

2aull gii qiyj

ssks Sad dols dunal s U3
Skl glio ga poldl] usdl Ollga

dlae] ne eyl glad § usastls guywbls
Sl ol g deadsl] ol ol yshls
sl G399 du yadd) Slyglly (2l

(ngas aaai

RS o3 B5b by g pae P] putie
Jloe § bole o e o W35 8y gleny
oe wasll delio § Dlag ol .Y L)
Jio Lty Lemd Blussial CIB I @Y
355 Ysl's "By s Mol 8y
ETTY R

87



PANEL DISCUSSIONS

FROM BOOK TO SCREEN: BRIDGING LITERATURE AND

CINEMA

MODERATED BY: RAMY ABDEL RAZEK
Monday, October 28, 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM, CineGouna Theater

Bridging literature and cinema, one adaptation at a time. "From the Book to the Screen"
explores the Arab industry and global practices regarding adaptations of novels and short
stories. This initiative focuses on the production, financing, and promotion of film and TV
adaptation projects, aiming to identify the latest trends, practices, and key players in the

audiovisual rights market.

Moderator’s Bio:

The screenwriter of the TV series Saq

Al Bamboo , adapted from Saud al
Sanousi's International Prize for Arab
Fiction-winning novel and produced in
Kuwait in 2016, is the director of the Film
Adaptation Workshop at the Royal Film
Commission - Jordan for its first and
second editions in 2021 and 2022. He has
been working as a drama consultant for
MBC Network since 2021.

Panelists:

Ahmed Mourad

Ahmed Mourad is an Egyptian novelist
and screenwriter born in Cairo in

1978. He graduated from the High
Institute of Cinema in 2001, excelling in
cinematography. Mourad’s notable works
include Vertigo, Diamond Dust, and The
Blue Elephant, many of which have been
adapted into films. He's also a script
writing instructor.
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Mariam Naoum

Egyptian screenwriter Mariam Naoum
tackles social issues in award-winning
films, empowering marginalized voices,
especially women. Her diverse portfolio
spans children's programs, commercials,
and feature films. A Higher Institute of
Cinema graduate, Mariam's influence
extends beyond the screen. In 2016, she
founded Sard Writers' Room, nurturing
the next generation of storytellers.

Tamer Habib

Tamer Habib is one of Egypt's top
screenwriters, known for iconic films
like Sahar El Layali (2003) and Hob El
Banat (2004), as well as hit TV series
such as Grand Hotel (2016). His work
spans cinema, television, and radio, and
he’s been a Jury member at major film
festivals.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

DRAMA; REFLECTING CURRENT SOCIAL STORIES AND

ISSUES
for every child

MODERATED BY: MINA EL NAGGAR

Monday, October 28, 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

This panel aims to raise many questions about art and drama and their relation to our
society. Are we producing enough genres? Are we shedding light on how art can play arole
in enhancing mental health and well being? We are curious to dive with our speakers and
discuss their different characters, boundaries, and variety of stories. How is this affecting

our society and social behaviour and its wellbeing?

Moderator’s Bio:

Founder and Managing director of
MedFest Egypt, actor and a physician. El
Naggar, founded MedFest Egypt in 2017,a
touring short film festival which is the
first of its kind in the MENA region that
sheds light on the interrelation between
health, filmmaking and social impact. As
an actor, he participated in many TV series
and films such as, Rivo 1& 2, El Ekhtiyar
and many more.

Panelists:

Sherife AbdelMessih

Sherife AbdelMessih is an MIT scientist,
bestselling author, and entrepreneur who
has founded companies in renewable
energy, education, software, food, and
mental health. He retired from business
at the age of thirty. He has been a regular
speaker throughout his career at industry
events hosted by Bloomberg, Financial
Times, World Bank, and Harvard Business
School.

Nelly Karim

Egyptian Ballerina and Actress Nelly Karim
is a 2 times award winning “Best Actress”
in Cairo & Arab Film Festival for her roles
in “Enta Omry” & “Cairo 678". In 2004,

she rose to fame after her role in “Youssef
Cahine’s” film “Alexandria...New York".
Nelly also starred in over 20 memorable
and award-winning films.
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Karim El Shennawy

An award-winning visionary in Egyptian
cinema, Karim El Shenawy wowed critics
with his debut feature Gunshot and
kept audiences hooked with acclaimed
hit series like Qabeel, Khali Balak Men
Zizi, and El Harsha El Sabaa. Now with
Blueprint, a company he co founded, his
latest passion project "Daye" is set to
dazzle.

Youssef El Sherif

Youssef El Sherif, a prominent Egyptian
actor, rose to fame with his debut in
"Sabaa' Waragat Koutcheena." Known
for versatile performances in films like "El
Alamy" and TV series such as "El Sayad,"
he captivates audiences with his talent.
With a successful career, he continues to
make a mark in Egyptian entertainment
Industry.

Salma Elfawal

Salma ElFawal holds a Master’s degree
in Globalization and Development from
SOAS, University of London. As a Child
Protection Specialist at UNICEF Egypt,
she manages the Ending Violence
Against Children portfolio. With over
18 years of experience in human rights
and social development, she has led
projects for various organizations,
focusing on women's rights, gender
equality, and social justice. Previously,
she managed projects at the Embassy
of the Netherlands in Cairo, addressing
issues like gender-based violence, child
protection, and financial inclusion.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

REUNION: ELSELM W EL TEEBANN

MODERATED BY: ANDREW MOHSEN
Monday, October 28, 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

In recognition of the lasting impact that films have, which remains present for years, El
Gouna Film Festival selects a film that holds a special place in the hearts of the audience.
This year, a unique gathering will be held with the film's cast and crew, coming together
for the first time since its premiere several years ago. They will discuss behind-the-scenes
memories and answer the question: What keeps this film alive after all these years?

Moderator:

Andrew Mohsen

Film Critic & Head of
Programming at GFF

Panelists:

Tarek Al Arian
Film Director

Mohamed Hefzy

Producer and
Screenwriter (Founder
and CEO of Film Clinic)

Hala Shiha
Actress

Hesham Nazih
Music Composer
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

THE TWO JOURNEYS OF DOCUMENTARY

MODERATED BY: OLA SALWA

Tuesday, October 29, 11:30AM - 1:00 PM pm, Forum Room

Join us for an insightful panel discussion exploring the world of documentary
filmmaking. The conversation will examine two key journeys: the filmmaker's process of
discovering a story, navigating funding, and creating the film, alongside the challenges
of distribution, screening, and audience engagement. Panelists will share insights into
both creative and logistical aspects, highlighting opportunities, obstacles, and the
evolving landscape of documentary production. Gain a deeper understanding of the art
and business of documentary storytelling in this engaging session.

Moderator’s Bio:

Ola Salwa is a Polish film critic, journalist
with over 20 years of professional
experience. She currently writes for
Polityka, Kino and Cineuropa among
others. She is a member of Fipresci and
European Film Academy. Additionally, she
consults scripts and holds a position of
head of industry at Polish Film Festival.
Olais learning Arabic and wants to focus
on Arab cinema.

Panelists:

Hala Galal

Egyptian Filmmaker who directed 18

films and produced more than 15 films,
some of her films toured the world and
won international prizes. She co-founded
“SEMAT Production and Distribution”
which she has been managing since its
inception. Hala was a jury member in
numerous international, regional and local
festivals. Currently, she’s the president of
Isamilia International Film Festival.

Mohamed Siam

Siam is a filmmaker exploring identity

and authority through documentary and
fiction. His notable works include "WHOSE
COUNTRY?" and "AMAL," part of an
Egypt-set trilogy, alongside the narrative
feature "MY FATHER’S SCENT." A recipient
of various fellowships, he also teaches at
The New School and Brooklyn College.
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Emmanuel Chicon

Emmanuel Chicon, a member of the
Visions du Réel selection committee since
2010, began as a journalist and produced
radio documentaries for French public
stations from 2003 to 2009. He worked on
sound writing at HEAD-Geneva (2011-2017)
and recently read projects for the Visions
Sud Est fund and Doha Film Institute.

May Odeh

May Odeh is a Palestinian producer and
filmmaker recognized as MENA Talent

of the Year by Variety. Her latest feature,
Hanging Gardens, premiered at the 2022
Venice Film Festival and won Best Film at
the Red Sea Film Festival. She co-founded
Mayana Films and organizes the Palestine
Film Platform.

Jo Christoph Miihlberger

Jo has worked at EFP since 1998, after
positions at Berlinale and Filmfest
Hamburg. As Deputy Director, he oversees
initiatives promoting European cinema,
including the Arab Critics’ Award and
EUROPE! Animation. Recently, he’s
focused on EFP's Al strategy. Jo holds

a Master’s in sociology and is a skilled
mechanic.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

SHORT FILMS: UNLOCKING THE FUTURE OF TALENT AND

CREATIVITY
MODERATED BY: AYA DOWARA

Tuesday, October 29, 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Short films are the ideal format for unlocking new and emerging talents, offering
filmmakers the freedom to explore new stories and unleash their creativity. The global
markets, funds, and labs are increasingly focusing on short films. What opportunities
and challenges exist in this realm? How can the short film industry be further

developed?

Moderator’s Bio:

Avya is a film producer, Co-Founder and
Executive Director of Sard Productions,
currently managing the CineGouna Forum
at GFF. She was Director of EUNIC (2021-
2023) and Senior Cultural Specialist at
the U.S. Embassy (2010-2019). Aya led
HerStory Films Incubator, empowering
female filmmakers, and provides cultural
management consultancy to creative
startups since 2021. Aya hold Master’s
Degree in Political Science.

Panelists:

Safei El Din Mahmoud

An Egyptian film producer who has been
working in the film industry for over 20
years. He worked as an executive director
on a number of highly acclaimed films. He
is the co-founder of Red Star Productions,
an innovative cinematic production house
founded in 2014 producing a wide range
of films, from features to shorts and
documentaries."

Camille Varenne

Camille Varenne is a programmer for the
International and Labo competitions

at the Clermont-Ferrand International
Short Film Festival. She also coordinates
the Fund for Young Francophone
Creation, supporting young filmmakers
from Francophone Africa, and directs
documentary films, mainly in Burkina
Faso.
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Sameh Alaa

Sameh Alaa is an Egyptian producer and
director from Cairo. His debut short film,
Fifteen, premiered at the 2017 Toronto
International Film Festival and won
several awards. His latest short, | Am
Afraid to Forget Your Face, is the first
Egyptian film to win the Palme d'Or at
Cannes in 2020. He is currently working on
his first feature film.

Simone Bardoni

He graduated in Film Studies and Film
Criticism. He has been involved as film
curator since 2012, festival director of
Concorto Film Festival in Italy, also works
as professor at Cinema Studies faculty,
and with Lights On, world sales company
of cinema. He is also book and film critic
for Film Tv magazine.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

FILM RESTORATION; A LONGER LIFE

MODERATED BY: AHMED NABIL

Wednesday, October 30, 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM, Forum Room

Restored films not only preserve cultural and historical heritage but also allow
audiences to experience timeless stories in their original glory, and longer lives for films
distributions. Through advanced technology and artistry, film restoration breathes

new life into forgotten masterpieces. Join this important panel and discover the

opportunities.

Moderator’s Bio:

Ahmed Nabil is a filmmaker, cinema
programmer, tutor and podcaster. He
studied painting and filmmaking in
Alexandria before joining the team of the
modern library of Alexandria as a film
programmer. He managed the Jesuits
film school of Alexandria for three years
in addition to his roles as a cinema tutor
and programmer in various institutions
and festivals including MedFest Egypt and
Ismailia Film Festival.

Panelists:

Khairy Beshara

Beshara is an Egyptian film director active
since the 1970s, known for redefining
realism in the 1980s. His films The

Collar and the Bracelet, Bitter Day Sweet
Day, Ice Cream in Gleem are notable in
Egyptian cinema. He also pioneered digital
filmmaking and collaborated with major
stars like Faten Hamama and Amr Diab.

Mathilde Rouxel

Mathilde Rouxel, a PhD holder from New
Sorbonne University, is an associate
researcher at IREMAM-CNRS and artistic
director of the Noisy-le-Sec Franco-Arab
Film Festival. She founded the Jocelyne
Saab Association in 2019 to preserve
Lebanese film heritage and organizes
digital film restoration workshops across
Arab countries to build a preservation
network.
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Tamer El Said

Tamer El Said, born in Cairo in 1972, is a
filmmaker known for his documentaries
and short films, which have won several
awards. He founded Zero Production in
2007 to promote independent cinema and
co-founded Cimatheque, an alternative
film center in Egypt. His debut feature film
is In the Last Days of the City.

Marianne Khoury

Cairo-based filmmaker Marianne Khoury,
an Economics graduate from Cairo and
Oxford, has collaborated with Youssef
Chahine for over 30 years, producing
around 30 award-winning films. She
directed Zelal and founded ZAWYA,
Egypt's first art house cinema, while also
mentoring emerging talent through The
Dahshur Workshops. Currently, She is the
Artistic Director at GFF.

Nuria Sanz Gallego

Nuria is an international civil servant at
the United Nations. She has developed
her professional career as an expert in
natural and cultural heritage management
in multilateral institutions such as the
Council of Europe, European Union,
UNESCO and FAO since 1995. Since 2022
she is the UNESCO Regional Director and
Liaison Officer with LAS.

Beatrice de Pastre

Béatrice de Pastre est directrice adjointe du
patrimoine au Centre national du cinéma et
de I'image animée en France, enseignante,
programmatrice et historienne du cinéma.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

MASTERING THE ROLE: STRATEGIES FOR ACTORS TO
LAND THEIR BEST OPPORTUNITIES

MODERATED BY: MERVAT ABO OUF

Wednesday, October 30, 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM, Forum Room

Strategies for Actors to Land Their Best Roles: This conversation will spark an important
dialogue among casting directors, agents, seasoned actors, and acting coaches. Together,
they will provide insights into the casting process and share practical advice for securing

roles.

Moderator’s Bio:

Dr. Mervat Abou Oaf is a media expert and
‘pracademic’ at The American University
in Cairo, focusing on media legislation
and literacy in the entertainment
industry. She holds a PhD from the
University Autonoma of Barcelona and
serves as a consultant for the Chamber
of Cinema Industry Federation. A "Peace
Ambassador for Arts and Culture," she
advocates for soft power to drive global
transformation.

Panelists:

Aly Kassem

Aly Kassem, an engineer-turned-actor, is a
distinguished star in Egyptian TVand film.
Since his debut in Taye3, he’s captivated
audiences with standout roles in Qabeel,
"Khali Balak Men Zizi" and "El Harsha El
Sabaa". Passionate about theater too, he's
made his mark in plays like The Library
and The Newcomer, showcasing his
incredible versatility.

Asmaa Galal

Asmaa Galal, a prominent star in Egyptian
industry, captivates with her emotional
authenticity and powerful performances.
From El Harsha El Sab’aa to Ashghal
Sha’a, she masterfully balances humor
and vulnerability in every role. Her

ability to bring complex characters to life
leaves audiences spellbound and eagerly
awaiting her next move.
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Ahmed El Zoghby

An Egyptian film director, he has worked
as an editor, assistant director, and casting
director. He gained experience as an
assistant director and script supervisor on
international projects like Ramy, as well as
significant national series and films. His
latest works include El Rehla 404 by Hani
Khalifa and the major project El Set (Um
Kalthum) by Marwan Hamed.

Amina Khalil

Egypt’s dazzling star, Amina captivates
audiences with her magnetic screen
presence. From her rise to fame in Grand
Hotel to her powerful performances in
Khali Balak Men Zizi and Leh La’a, she
seamlessly blends depth and versatility.
Professionally trained in both Egypt and
the United States, her mastery of the craft
shines through in every role she embraces.
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

BUILDING ACTORS’ PERSONA ON META'S SOCIAL MEDIA

MODERATED BY: MOHAMED OMAR
Wednesday, October 30, 4:00 PM - 5:00 PM, Forum Room OQ Met(]

This panel explores how actors can effectively use META's social media platforms to
market themselves and build an authentic, engaging public persona. Moderated by
Meta, the discussion features insights from top talent managers and stars, offering
practical advice on personal branding, increasing visibility, and connecting with
audiences. Whether you're an emerging actor or a seasoned professional, learn how to
navigate the digital landscape, maximize opportunities, and cultivate a unique online
presence that showcases your craft and personality.

Moderator’s Bio: Ahmed Malek
Mohamed Omar is the Strategic Partner Ahmed Malek is an actor from Cairo,
Manager for Film, TV, Public Figures, Egypt, graduated from the Royal Academy
and Media at Meta in the MENA region, of Dramatic Arts. He has worked in
focusing on partnerships with creators several films featured at Cannes, Venice,
and media companies. Previously, he was and Toronto, and was named one of
a content partnerships consultant at X Screen International’s 5 Arab Talents of
(formerly Twitter) and editor-in-chief of Tomorrow. His project, Mataam Al Habyeb,
FilFan.com at Sarmady. Omar holds a is currently number one regionally on
History degree from Cairo University. Shahid. Malek is also an ambassador for

. Cartier and Dior.
Panelists:

. Mayan El Sayed

Huda El Mufti Mayan El Sayed is one of the most sought-
Huda EI Mufti is a prominent Egyptian after actresses of her generation, known
actress known for her work on Kira & for her work in Kaneo Embareh and Harb
El Gin, Different Experience, Mat'am E| Ahleya. Her latest film A Few Hours in One
Habayeb, which is currently the most Day is coming to theaters soon.
viewed show on Shahid across the MENA
region.

Recently, she made history by becoming
Dolce & Gabbana's first regional brand
ambassador in the Middle East."
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PANEL DISCUSSIONS

THE TWO BUSINESSES; HOW CAN THE CORPORATE

WORLD CONTRIBUTE TO ART AND CULTURE?

MODERATED BY: AMR MANSI
Wednesday, October 30, 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Cinema, as Egypt’s soft power, represents a robust business model with the highest
distribution rates in the Arab world, accounting for approximately three-quarters

of the region's screen output. At the GFF, corporate entities intersect with art and
film, sparking a wave of impactful change. This panel will explore the dual realms of
traditional, hard-edged businesses and the film industry. We will address the crucial
question: How can the corporate world better understand and support the art, culture,

and film scenes?

Moderator’s Bio:

Amr Mansi is the founder and CEO of
ievents, a leading event management
company. He co-founded the El Gouna
Film Festival in 2017 and returned this
year as Executive Director. Mansi launched
the El Gouna International Squash Open
in 2010 and has partnered with brands
like Dior and Netflix. He also introduced
Egypt’s Entrepreneur Awards and Shark
Tank, fostering local entrepreneurship.

Panelists:

Mohamed Aboughaly

Mohamed Abou Ghaly, CEQ of Abou Ghaly
Motors, has over 30 years of experience in
the automotive industry. He transformed
ACM into Egypt's leading mobility
solutions provider through partnerships
with global brands and innovative
services. His recognition as a national
Senator highlights his commitment to
economic growth and social development.
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Mohamed Amer

Mohamed Amer became CEO of El Gouna
at Orascom Development in May 2022,
bringing extensive experience from his
22 years at Xerox. He is responsible

for enhancing El Gouna's integrated
community by optimizing real estate,
hospitality, and management services for
a world-class customer experience. Amer
previously held leadership roles across
multiple regions, focusing on strategic
growth and operations. He earned a
business administration degree from
Alexandria University.

Yasser Shaker

Yasser Shaker, CEO of Orange Egypt, is a
telecommunications expert with over 20
years of experience. He has led Orange
Egypt in pioneering digital transformation,
emphasizing innovative solutions and
customer experience. Previously, he drove
digital initiatives in 19 countries for Orange
Middle East and Africa, earning several
prestigious awards for his leadership.
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WORKSHOPS

UNHCR: REFUGEES AND UNIQUE STORYTELLING

IN COLLABORATION WITH UNHCR g(ﬂ!\% U N H c R
October 26 - 27,10:00 AM - 2:00 PM, Workshop Room bl 4 The UN Refugee Agency

Closed Session

In collaboration with CineGouna, UNHCR is supporting the participation of emerging
storytellers and filmmakers from conflict-affected countries. This initiative provides
them with the opportunity to express their unique stories and learn essential filmmaking
tools to access the industry.

Najwa Najjar

Najwa Najjar has written, directed and produced over a dozen
critically acclaimed award winning films, including Pomegranates
and Myrrh, Eyes of a Thief, and Between Heaven and Earth,
premiering in Cairo, Berlin, Cannes, Locarno and Sundance.

In 2020 she became a member of the OSCARRS, and of the
European Film Academy EFA in 2021.
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WORKSHOPS

UNFPA AND HERSTORY FILMS:

PRODUCTION OF GENDER SENSITIVE CONTENT -
IN COLLABORATION WITH UNFPA & HSF

Monday, October 28, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM, Workshop Room
Closed Session

Uinited Natons Pepulation Fund

HerStory|

FoLms

Join us for an exclusive 4-hour workshop on creating gender-sensitive content for film
and drama. In this immersive and thought-provoking event, award winning Script Writer
Mariam Naoum along with Director Maggie Morgan will guide participants through the
intricacies of crafting narratives that authentically depict diverse gender experiences.

This workshop offers a unique opportunity to engage with the latest insights and
strategies in creating meaningful and impactful stories.

Participants will gain invaluable knowledge on how to challenge stereotypes, explore
complex characters, and foster inclusivity in their filmmaking endeavors.

Through interactive sessions, practical exercises, and case studies, attendees will develop
adeep understanding of the nuances of gender representation and how it shapes audience
perspectives. They will learn how to navigate sensitive topics, avoid common pitfalls, and
ensure their narratives resonate with authenticity and respect.

Whether you're an aspiring filmmaker, screenwriter, industry professional or film student,
this workshop will equip you with perspectives needed to create content that sparks
dialogue, challenges norms, and contributes to a more inclusive cinematic landscape.

.

-

Maggie Morgan Mariam Naoum

Egyptian filmmaker, festival programmer,
and film faculty at the American University
in Cairo. She has directed and produced
both feature films and shorts. Among

her feature films are From Within Their
Stories, Asham, and From Meir to Meir.

In 2024, she released a documentary, the
Memoirs of M.A, Draz, which premiered
at the Aswan International Women's Film
Festival in April 2024 and got the Special
Jury Prize and the prize for Best Euro-
Mediterranean Film.

12

Egyptian screenwriter Mariam Naoum
tackles social issues in award-winning
films, empowering marginalized voices,
especially women. Her diverse portfolio
spans children's programs, commercials,
and feature films. A Higher Institute of
Cinema graduate, Mariam's influence
extends beyond the screen. In 2016, she
founded Sard Writers' Room, nurturing
the next generation of storytellers.
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% ESLSCA

University

YOUR TICKET TO A

BRIGHTER
FUTURE

BACHELOR OF
CINEMATIC
STUDIES

3 YEARS

Get Your Bachelor’s Degree in 3 Years!

Study in Experience an education
Egypt | Abroad that crosses borders
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SESSIONS

PITCHING THE WINNING PROJECT SESSION A F p
IN COLLABORATION WITH AFE ..mm.-.n..«,g
Monday, October 28, 2:00 PM - 6:30 PM, Workshop Room

Closed Session

This session is designed to equip filmmakers, writers, and producers with the essential
tools to effectively pitch their ideas to studios, networks, production companies, and
investors. Beyond understanding the needs of traditional platforms, participants will gain
insights into the perspective of streamers and learn how to make strategic decisions that
can maximize their project's chances of success. This session provides practical guidance
on how to tailor pitches to different stakeholders, ensuring your project stands out in a
competitive market.

Ahmed Sharkawi Paul Foley

Ahmed Sharkawi is a seasoned media Paul Foley is an accomplished writer
executive with 29 years of experience with experience at Disney, Universal,

in the Middle Eastern media industry, and Warner Bros. Since 2008, he has
leading nearly 600 hours of scripted taught rewriting and animation at USC,
content. As the former Arabic Series mentoring students now working globally.
Director at Netflix, he established the He joined the Middle East Media Initiative
Arabic scripted team and developed hits like  in 2018 and became Head of Story at
Alrawabi School for Girls and Finding Ola. Alamiya Filmed Entertainment in 2024.
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FILM FESTIVAL PROGRAMMING SESSION

Tuesday, October 29, 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM, Workshop Room
Closed Session

With the increasing importance of film festivals lately, the demand for programmers has
risen. A programmer’s role goes beyond just watching and selecting films. This workshop
will outline the essential skills needed for those working in programming and how to keep
up with the needs of film festivals in the Arab region.

Andrew Mohsen

Andrew Mohsen is the Head of Programming at El Gouna Film
Festival. He began as a film critic (2015) before becoming a
programmer at Cairo International Film Festival (2016), where he
later served as Artistic Director (2021). Mohsen also consults for
festivals like Interaction in Serbia and has been a jury member for
CPH:DOX, Tangier National Film Festival, and TorinoFilmLab.
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SESSIONS

MAXIMIZING YOUR REACH: BEST 0Q Meta
PRACTICES FORTV AND FILM ON META

IN COLLABORATION WITH META

Wednesday, October 30, 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM, Workshop Room

Closed Session

Join Meta's Global Partnerships team to learn more about best practices for the TV & Film
industry, how to grow your reach, and how to build a community on Meta’s Products.
Mentors will walk you through how Instagram algorithms can work for you, Facebook's
latest updates on Video, and introduce you to Meta's latest products including Threads
and Broadcast Channels on their family of apps.

h

Abd El Rahman EI Sobki Joana Jamil
Abdelrahman EI-Sobki is a Partner Joana Jamil is a Strategic Partner Manager
Solutions Manager at Meta, focusing on for fashion and internet personalities

creators and media partners in Africa, the at META, building relationships and
Middle East, and Turkey. He has been with  driving innovation in the industry. She

Meta for eight years, previously leading previously worked as a Partner Manager at
the operations team for the Middle X (formerly Twitter) and Content Editor at
East and North Africa. EI-Sobki holds a Microsoft. Joana holds a journalism degree
Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting from The and a certificate from Harvard Business
American University in Cairo. School.

Omar Rammal

Omar Rammal is a Palestinian Director
known for his evocative visual storytelling
that emphasizes human emotion.

His unique approach to filmmaking

has garnered recognition for creating
compelling narratives that resonate
globally.
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SESSIONS

INTERNATIONAL AUDITION;EXPANDING YOUR
OPPORTUNITIES IN THE UK & THE US
Wednesday, October 30, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM, Workshop Room
Closed Session

This two-hour workshop provides an overview of acting opportunities in the UK and US.

We'll explore the importance of a strong casting tape, tips for reaching out to international
casting agents, and the impact of global platforms like Netflix and Amazon.

The session is designed to be both informative and practical, offering actors a clearer
understanding of how to approach these markets and enhance their visibility on the
global stage.

Vinnie Shergill

Vinnie Shergill is a BAFTA-award winning producer who has
shaped the careers of top talent through her casting work at

the BBC and Netflix. With a network spanning the UK, US, and
MENA, she co-founded Juno Studios, focusing on fresh, audience-
first storytelling in a rapidly evolving entertainment landscape.
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SESSIONS

ACTING BODY

Thursday, October 31, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Workshop Room
Closed Session

The Acting Body is a class designed not only to get us moving like actors but also to think
like them. For an actor to perform at their best, physicality requires as much attention as
memory and speech. A performer’s bodily presence conveys a wealth of information, even
when standing perfectly still. Achieving this level of openness and control demands both
physical fitness and awareness. This enables actors to move with natural ease, allowing
them to explore all layers of their character, story, surroundings, and interactions with
other actors. We will briefly touch on this incredible work in our workshop!

Karima Mansour

Karima Mansour is an internationally renowned performer,
choreographer, dancer, actress, singer, and educator based

in Cairo. She is the founder and Artistic Director of the Cairo
Contemporary Dance Center (CCDC), and the founder of MAAT
Dance Company, both of which operate under the umbrella of
MAAT for Contemporary Art that was also established by Karima
in 1999.
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UNHCR Egypt has always been a supporter of El Gouna Film Festival's philanthropic
efforts since its inception. With multiple crises unfolding, the world of film plays an
integral role in raising awareness of the challenges people face when forced to flee
home, but even more so to give those very people an opportunity to tell their story.
One refugee is one too many truly is the ethos of our work and we remain committed
to support them through any, and all means possible. The conflicts around us have
propelled astounding numbers, those of causalities, displacement and far worse, but
we must remember that behind each of these numbers is a human, with a name, a
family, an entire life that was toppled overnight... 8 human with goals and dreams that
have been indefinitely placed on hold. While we cannot change the past, it is our
collective duty to welcome them and ensure that their stories are heard.

Egypt is host to more than 820,000 refugees and asylum-seekers registered with
UNHCR in Egypt from 62 countries. Through the invaluable support of the Government
of Egypt, since 1954, UNHCR has been providing protection services including all
aspects of registration, refugee status determination and resettlement, as well as
supporting access to education, healthcare and basic needs to those who are forcibly
displaced. This includes Sudanese refugees, many of whom have recently been forced
to flee to Egypt following the outbreak of the conflict in Sudan in April 2023.

A testament to true Egyptian hospitality, Egyptians have welcomed refugees for
decades. However, the last few years have posed a challenge for many, making it
imperative to extend support to all those in need. UNHCR recognizes these challenges
and is dedicated to ensuring that its services are inclusive, so that no one is left
behind. Together, we can create a supportive environment where both refugees and
host communities can thrive.

The smallest of donations can make a huge difference in
alleviating the suffering of those in need. Scan the code to make a
contribution.
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IN FOCUS

FINANCE YOUR FILM: NAVIGATING
UNCONVENTIONAL FUNDING AND LEGAL FRAMEWORKS
Monday, October 28, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM, Forum Room

Alternative Financing for Filmmaking:

This segment explores innovative funding options for filmmakers, including labs, grants,
festivals, crowdfunding platforms, product placements, and other creative methods.
Discover how to leverage these opportunities to secure resources, even on a limited
budget.

Legalities of Different Production Models:

Filmmaking is both a creative and business endeavor, protected by legal agreements.
This discussion highlights the importance of understanding legal frameworks, including
intellectual property rights and contracts, to safeguard your work.

Join us for this insightful conversation, offering essential tools for financing and protecting
your film projects.

Soleil Gharbieh
Film Programs
Manager

Alessandra Speciale
Festival programmer

Savina Neirotti
Head of Programme of
the Biennale College
Cinema

Ismat Abidi
Founder, Freshly
Ground Stories

Ahmed Tarek
Partner & Co CEO of
Tarek Nour Group

Mostafa Youssef
Director & Producer
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PLATFORMS - WHAT ARE THEY LOOKING FOR?

Monday, October 28, 3:30 PM - 5:00 PM, Forum Room

Gain insights into the types of stories, genres, and formats in demand, as well as the
technical and creative considerations that can help your project stand out. Discover how to
position your content to meet the needs of today’s platforms and reach global audiences.

Aya Medhat Joe El Khawand
Head of Arabic Head of MENA Video
Acquisition & Egyptian Content Production at
Commissioning at Yango Play

MBC GROUP

Nashwa Gad

Chairwoman of the
Board and Managing
Director of Watch It.
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IN FOCUS

NEW TALENTS; LIGHTS ON RISING STARS

Tuesday, October 29, 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM, Forum Room

This panel shines a spotlight on the next generation of talent-making waves in the film
industry. Join us as we meet the rising stars of cinema—emerging filmmakers and creators
who are breaking boundaries and redefining storytelling. Hear their stories, learn about
their creative processes, and discover what drives their passion for filmmaking. This
conversation offers a glimpse into the future of cinema through the voices of those who
are shaping it today.

Melanie Goodfellow Rasha Hosny
Senior International Producer

Film Correspondent

Leila Basma Faris Alrjoob

Filmmaker

Dessil Mekhtigian
Filmmaker

Mohammed EIl
Mughanni
Director & Screenwriter

Artist & Filmmaker

Noel Keserwany
Artist & Filmmaker

Michelle Keserwany
Filmmaker
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Discover the ex%raordﬁl stori T told through the art of
child survivors of violencﬁ, Jﬁm 1 esﬁval Plaza Hub (Cinecourt)
to explore our exhibition showcasmg the powerfu] creations of children
who have experienced the trauma of violence, abuse, or neglect. Through
UNICEF's child protection programmes, these children have found
healing and empowerment through art therapy. Their artwork offers a
glimpse into their journeys of overcoming adversity and finding hope.
This programme is implemented in partnership with the NGO Egyptian
Association For Societal Consolidation (EASC).




UNFPA employs edutainment to shed light on

gender-based violence and harmful practices

against women and girls, through innovative
methods such as film and theater.

JOIN US:

WORKSHOP PANELIST

Production of Impact Stories:
Gender-Sensitive Beyond the Film

£ ing UNFPA'
Context Edutainment Model
28 October, 2024 27 October, 2024
10:00 AM -2:00 PM 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
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Meet us at CineGouna Market - Sard’s booth #3

Sard was founded by Mariam Naoum in 2016.
The word Sard is an Arabic word that means storytelling.
Sard is a unique model in the Middle East, a writer's room and leading
content creation company for originals and adaptations for cinema
and TV. Sard is the first kind of incubator for both talents and great
ideas in the MENA region market.
It has a team of 9 writers, and many freelancers and researchers.

This year, Sard is expanding te film and TV productions.

Know us Follow us Mariam Naoum
sdrd-ag.oorn
Screenwriter
mariamnaoum.com
Sard's Founder & CEO

mailboxesard-eg.com



The U.S. Embassy in Cairo in partnership with Film
Independent will award one mid-career filmmaker from Egypt
with a special residency in Los Angeles in February 2025,
valued at $13,000.

The award, which will be awarded at the CineGouna
Springboard Platform, is a week-long residency of curated
programming, which include project-based consultations and
meetings with U.S. film professionals, cultural engagement
and networking opportunities, as well as attendance at the
Film Independent Spirit Awards in Los Angeles.

The U.S. Embassy has invested over $400,000 in building
the capacity of Egyptian filmmakers since 2019 through its
partnership with Film Independent.

Film Independent is the nonprofit arts organization that
champions creative independence in visual storytelling

and supports a community of artists who embody diversity,
innovation and uniqueness of vision. In addition to helping
filmmakers make their movies and build an audience for their
projects and producing the Spirit Awards, Film Independent
works to diversify the film industry.
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ROUNDTABLES

ARAB FILM INDUSTRY: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Saturday, October 26, 4:30 PM - 6:00 PM, Workshop Room

The Arab world is rich with outstanding talent, captivating stories, and immense
potential. How can we, as leading countries in the region’s film industry, come together
to address the challenges and seize the opportunities that will elevate our presence on
the global stage? How can we rise to meet these challenges and inspire new hope for the
future of Arab cinema? And what model should we discuss and adopt to foster greater
collaboration, growth, and visibility for the Arab film industry worldwide?

Mohamed Hefzy
Producer and
Screenwriter (Founder
and CEO of Film
Clinic)-Egypt

Emad Eskandar
e 2

Safei El Din
Mahmoud
Creative Projects
Manager- Red Star-

Egypt

Mohannad EI Bakri
Managing Director
at The RoyaFilm
Comission-Jordan

Fund-KSA

Lana El Gendy
Presenter-Sky News
Arabs

Rula Nasser

Head of The Red Sea
Producer
4

142



apaiwall dlglhall Jga

Japallg Alianill :dpyell allo dclin

Hygll 820 «zlwwa 6:00 - 2lua 4:30 dclwll (pgisi 26 Cuuwll

J3aS Lgw gatzd (aS @gde W Ollkly diwas paads 8550 Calse ey 3,sll obyll
de ST azlst) Grw o)l Idstuly Olasdll dgzlsh do,sl dihaill § deluall § 8051,
30 Lo Shgw 3,5l oLl delio § B Il Caudy Oluswll azlsis agid &S bl Ay o
oyl il delial &350l godlls Osledl 503m) oliswis 4idls Of like oz W) g 39adll

dgome o

Oleg pid) y3de
o s - Aty

7as -

S wige

dgl § el uall
REIEANNERIIY
Q\))S” -

Sl BY
Je0 gli.» 8L3-dsde
doye

Sl elool gaaz &

sl Sy e
bly puwshl)
(2 o) g

143



=1 o

Egypie

Puote KeaHam TR C g I A
of Gaza: Unbaxing § TP PR

6 - gggnEsrpne

Branches in
Cairo & Alexandria

200+

Events a year

80+

Film screanings
Cairo + Alexandria

n

20+

Live performances
ayear

INCTITHT

Annual spectators &
visitors

0 l:m Institut Francgais d’Egypte @ Institutfrancais_egypte



SPEAKERS
¢giaaiall



SPEAKERS

INTERNATIONAL
DISTRIBUTION- HOW TO
TRAVEL WITH YOUR FILM?

Moderator

Alaa Alasad

Producer

Speakers

Michel Zana

Producer/Distributor

Alaa Karkouti

Co-Founder &
Managing Partner
of MAD Solutions &
Arab Cinema Center

Jessica Khoury

VP of Business
Affairs

Alice Kharoubi

Head of Cinema
Programming

Gary Springer

IEFTA Mentorship
Consultant

146

CO-PRODUCTION:
OPPORTUNITIES AND
CHALLENGES

Moderator

Rula Nasser

Producer

Speakers

Mohamed Hefzy

Producer and
Screenwriter
(Founder and CEO of
Film Clinic)

Dorothé
Beinemeier

CEO / Producer - Red
Balloon Film

3
Amijad Abu Alala
Film Producer and
Director

Claire Chassagne

Producer



FILM MARKETS: THE
BUSINESS SIDE OF FESTIVALS

Moderator

Speakers

Mohammed
Taymour

Head of CineGouna
Market in GFF & Film
Producer

Jérome Paillard

Former Director of
the Marché du Film
at Cannes

Magdalene Reddy

Director

Marcello Paolilo

Project Manager at
Locarno Film Festival

ggiaaiall

MOON KNIGHT: MARVEL -
INTERNATIONAL SUCCESS

Moderator

Mohammed
Bassiouny

Entrepreneur & Co-
Founder of Tayarah
World

Speakers

Mohamed Diab

Filmmaker

Sarah Gohar

Filmmaker

Reem EI AdI

Costume Designer
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SPEAKERS

IMPACTFUL STORIES:
BEYOND THE FILM EYES ON: CINEMA IN CONFLICT
Moderator Moderator

Maggie Morgan Tamer Ashry

Director Director & Producer

Speakers
Rémi Grellety Muhammed El
Mughanni
Producer
Director &

Screenwriter

Rama Abdi
DOP/Director

Kinda Allouch

Actress

Yves Sassenrath Israa E Kougaly

UNFPA
Representative

Filmmaker

Hanan Hamdan Michelle Keserawy

Representative of Filmmaker

the United Nations

Refugee Agency,

UNHCR, to Egypt and

to the League of Arab

States Ala‘a Amer
Producer
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FORMATS: HOW TO SELL
OUR STORIES TO THE

WORLD?

Moderator

Ziad Srouji

SVP Content Strategy
And Commercial
Development /
Executive Producer

Sara Dabbous

Director of levant
and scripted format
commissioning

Mohamed Mashish

Founder / Executive
Producer of BlueBee
Productions

ggiaaiall

EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA:

BRIDGING CINEMA'S LEGACY WITH

AMBITIOUS NEW FRONTIERS

Moderator

...A-L

Speakers

Gamal Guemei

Media Investment
Expert and Film Clinic
Board Member

Zeinab Abu Alsamh

General Manager,
Mbc Studios Ksa

CEO, Mbc Academy &
Mbc Talent

Ahmed Badawy

Producer & Founder
of Film Square

Emad Eskandar

Head of The Red Sea
Fund

Wesam Kattan

Chief Executive
Officer

Mohamed Waffa

General Manager
at Egypt Rotana
Studios
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SPEAKERS

FROM BOOK TO SCREEN: DRAMA; REFLECTING CURRENT
BRIDGING LITERATURE AND SOCIAL STORIES AND AUDIENCES
CINEMA PERSPECTIVES

Moderator Moderator

Speakers

150

Ramy AbdEI Razek
Writer and Film Critic

Mariam Naoum

Screenwriter - Sard
Founder & CEO

Ahmed Mourad

Author and
Screenwriter

Tamer Habib

Screenwriter

Speakers

Mina El Naggar

Actor, Founder and
Managing Director of
MedFest Egypt.

Sherife
AbdelMessih

Author &
Entrepreneur

Nelly Karim

Actress

Karim El
Shennawy

Director

“ Youssef El Sherif

Actor

Salma Elfawal

Child Protection
Specialist



THE TWO JOURNEYS OF
DOCUMENTARY

Moderator

Ola Salwa

Film Critic &
Journalist

Jo Christoph
Miihlberger

Deputy Managing
Director

May Odeh

Producer &
Filmmaker

Emmanuel Chicon

Programmer at
Visions du Réel

Mohamed Siam

Filmmaker

Hala Galal

Filmmaker

ggiaaiall

SHORT FILMS: UNLOCKING
THE FUTURE OF TALENT AND
CREATIVITY

Moderator

Aya Dowara

Producer, CineGouna
Forum Manager

Speakers

Safei El Din
Mahmoud

Creative Projects
Manager

Camille Varenne

Programmer at the
Clermont-Ferrand
Short Film Festival

Sameh Alaa

Director - Producer

g

Simone Bardoni

Distributor - Lights
On
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SPEAKERS

FILM RESTORATION: A
LONGER LIFE

Moderator

Ahmed Nabil

Film Director & Film

' Programmer
B S

Speakers

Marianne Khoury

Artistic Director of
GFF

Khairy Beshara

Director

Tamer El Said

Filmmaker and
Artistic Director of
Cimatheque

Mathilde Rouxel

Film Programmer &
Project Manager

Beatrice de Pastre

Head of the CNC
collection of French
film archives

for Egypt and Sudan and
Llaison Officer with the
League of Arab States

Nuria Sanz Gallego

UNESCO Regional Director

MASTERING THE ROLE:
STRATEGIES FOR ACTORS
TO LAND THEIR BEST
OPPORTUNITIES

Moderator

Mervat Abo Ouf

Media Professor,
American University
in Cairo

Amina Khalil

Actress

Asmaa Galal

Actress

Ahmed El Zoghby

Casting Director

Aly Kassem

Actor



BUILDING ACTORS’ PERSONA
ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Moderator

Mohamed Omar

Strategic Partner
Manager, Global
Partnerships, Middle
East and North Africa
at Meta

Speakers

Huda El Mufti

Actress

Ahmed Malek
Actor

Mayan El Sayed

Actress

ggiaaiall

THE TWO BUSINESSES: HOW
CAN THE CORPORATE WORLD
CONTRIBUTE TO ART AND
CULTURE?

Moderator

Amr Mansi

Co-Founder &
Executive Director, El
Gouna Film Festival

Mohamed
Aboughaly

Senator, CEO & Board
Member Abou Ghaly
Motors Group

Mohamed Amer
CEO El Gouna

Yasser Shaker

CEO of Orange Egypt
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Hikayet Films
33688658894 | cirtafilms@yahoo fr

Hikayet Films founded by Malek Bensmail and Hachemi produces documentaries and
feature films including "The Mersault investigation". Cirta Films is responsible for

distribution Mena.

Hachemi Zertal
Producer

Oran International Aarab Film Festival
21624131629 | www.oranfestivaldz.com | direction.generale@oranfestivaldz.com

Oran International Arab Film Festival is an annual event that takes place in the western
coast of the country, created in 2007 aiming to promote Arab cinema the festival is back

after six years of absence.

Lynda Belkhiria
Artistic Director

Golden Apricot IFF
37410521042 | info@gaiff.am | www.gaiff.am

GAIFF’s impassioned mantra is to build bridges and foster dialogue between different
cultures. GAIFF welcomes films representing diverse ethnic groups, religions, and nations
that depict the human experience.

Sona
Karapoghosayan
Programmer
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Cineuropa
48502029888 | office@cineuropa.org | www.cineuropa.org

Website dedicated to European Cinema

Ola Salwa
Film Critic

Dérives

3243424939 | info@derives.be | www.derives.be

Dérives is an association based in Belgium that produces first and second feature-length
documentaries, and experimental films.

Julie Freres
Producer

3

Sarajevo Film Festival / CineLink Industry Days
38733221516 | ishak.jalimam@sff.ba | www.sff.ba

CineLink Industry Days, the industry section of the Sarajevo FF, serves as a central hub for
film professionals in Southeast Europe and has played a vital role in fostering cinematic
co-production in the region.
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Ishak Jaliman
Head of CineLink
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Objectif 9
5147579866 | samuel@objectif9.com | www.objectif9.com

Objectif 9 is a Montreal based production company focused on filmmakers from the
diversity, mainly from Arab origins, and also on international co-production.

Samuel Gagnon
Producer

Other Stories
420737776585 | natalia@otherstoriesfilms.com

Other Stories is an emerging production company based in Prague, founded in 2021 by
producer Natalia Pavlove. Our focus is on ambitious projects, particularly those by debut

and female filmmakers.

Natalia Pavlove
Producer

IMS
4561331534 | rs@mediasupport.org | www.mediasupport.org/documentary-film/

IMS supports documentary films from the Arab world and Eastern Europe that are
focusing on topics of public interest and covers these topics in a professional and ethical

way.

Rasmus Steen
Head of Documentary
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Zentropa Entertainments3
4525216591 | tine.suhr.arendt@gmail.com | www.zentropa.dk

With a back catalogue comprised of 275+ titles Zentropa is one of the most prolific and

notorious European production companies today. The vast majority of Zentropa’s films
are international co-productions.

| -I Michelle Keserwany

Tine Mikkelsen
~ Writer Director

Producer

Africa Films

201001154750 | Shbncin@gmail.com

An Egyptian production company.

Sherif EIBendary
Film Director

Alex Films

201126661403 | info@alex-sff.com | alex-sff.com

An Egyptian production company working in production and distribution since 2014

Mohamed Mahmoud
Director
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American University in Cairo
20226151225 | mkhouri@aucegypt.edu | auc.edu

Founded in 1919, the American University in Cairo is a leading English-language, American-
accredited institution of higher education and center of intellectual, social and cultural life
of the Arab world.

Malek Khouri
Film Studies Program
Director

Mervat Abo Ouf
Media Professor of
Practice

Aroma Studios
201006095202 | ahmed.hafiz@icloud.com | aromastudios.com

Post production house based in Egypt and Dubai.

Ahmed Hafez
Editor

ArtKhana

201221542531 | m_siam2000@yahoo.com

ArtKhana films have been to KVIFF & NYFF. AK projects were invited to Sundance
Lab (US), Thessaloniki Forum (GE), IDFA (NL), & have received funds from OIF, Visions Sud
Est, Sorfond, Cinereach, Doha Film Inst.

Mohamed Siam
Film Director
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Blueprint Productions
Info@blueprinteg.com

A Cairo-based production house with a vision to be the region's most authentic and
versatile platform. Our mission is to create memorable art that inspires, impacts, and
entertains.

Karim EIShenawy
Director & Producer

Bonanza Films
201149973779 | moradmostafafilm@gmail.com

Bonanza films is Cairo based film production company established in 2013 aiming to help
in developing film industry by co-producing or producing short/feature films.

Morad Mostafa
Filmmaker

Cellar Door Studios
201227908272 | info.cellardoorstudios@gmail.com

Cellar Door provides production and post production services tailored for every format
as it actively seeks to develop and produce genuine narratives with the aim to explore
boundaries of film as a medium.

Tamer Nady
Producer
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Coventry University
201060132046 | marouan.omara®@tkh.edu.eg | www.tkh.edu.eg

The School of Design & Media, Coventry University Branch in Egypt, offers a BA (Hons) in
Film Production, Digital Media, Product Design, Interior Design, Graphics Design, and Int.
Fashion Business.

Marouan Omara
Filmmaker, Lecturer,
Curator

Dessi Films

201100168957 | bentelnilh@gmail.com

Dessi Films is an independent film production company producing and co-producing a
range of diverse films that are in various stages of production.

Hend Bakr
Director & Producer

Fig Leaf Studios
2035553883 | Info@figleafstudios.com

Founded in 2005 in Alexandria, Egypt, focuses on the independent scene of emerging
young filmmakers in the city, quickly rising as one of the most prominent independent
production companies in region.

Mark Lotfy
Producer
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Film Clinic
201222155470 | mohefzy@film-clinic.com | Film-clinic.com

Film Clinic, was founded by producer and screenwriter Mohamed Hefzy with a track record
of over 40 films varying form commercial blockbusters to award winning art-house films.

Mohamed Hefzy
Founder & CEO

Jessica Khoury
VP of Business Affairs

A

Gemini Africa

20233020853 | info@geminiafrica.com | www.geminiafrica.com

A startups/MSMEs enabler offering investment & financial options, untapped business
opportunities and innovative programs to entrepreneurs in two thematic areas: Social
entrepreneurship & Creative Industries.

Adly Wagih Thoma
‘ _\ Chairman & CEO

Hassala Film

201002860934 | mohamed.rashad31@gmail.com | www.hassalafilms.com

Anindependent collective based in Cairo, founded by a group of filmmakers who are willing
to take maximum risks regarding their artistic tools, mainly focus on Fresh filmmakers
producing their feature length.

Mohamed Rashad
Director

Ahmed El-Hawarey
Fimmaker
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Lagoonie Film Production
20233383106 | shahinaz.elakkad@lagoonie.group | www.lagooniefilmproduction.com

An Egyptian company focused on advancing the film and TV industry in Egypt and the
Arab world by producing high-quality, original content suitable for global audiences.

Shahinaz El Akkad
CEOQ/Producer

Assem Badr
Chief Operations Officer

MAAT for Contemporary Art

201222162986 | karima@ccdc.dance | www.maat.dance

An independent space for contemporary dance in Egypt. It’s the first contemporary dance
school in Africa and the Middle East.

Karima Mansour
Founder and Artistic
Director

MAD Solutions
20227357937 | info@mad-solutions.com | www.mad-solutions.com

MAD Solutions, founded in 2010, the Arab World's first independent entertainment
studio. It distributes Arab films globally, manages top talent, and offers marketing,
creative consultancy, and international film sales.

Maher Diab
Co-Founder of MAD
Solutions and Arab
Cinema Center

Alaa Karkouti
Co-Founder of MAD
Solutions and Arab
Cinema Center
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Magic Beans
201116000006 | gino@mbeans.tv | www.mbeans.tv

Magic beans is a Egyptian film & Tv production company.

Ahmed El Ganainy
Producer

Medfest Egypt
201002404663 | info@medfestegypt.org | www.medfestegypt.com

Medfest Eg is an Egyptian touring International Short Films Festival.
1st of its kind in the MENA region, merging between films, health & social impact
Founded in 2017 with an ongoing program around the year
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Mina El Naggar
Founder & Managing
Director

Medialife & Nilewood
201111420088 | m.abdelwahab@mymedialife.com

Media life founded in 2006 produced more than 50 projects and distributed thousands of
hours across MENA. In 2020 the founders created Nilewood Studio for films industry and
till 2024 Nilewood produced 3 films

Mohamed
Abdelwahab
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Misr Interntional Films (Youssef Chahine)
20225740020 | gkhoury@mifegypt.com | www.misrinternationalfilms.com

Founded in 1972 by the world renowned director Youssef Chahine, Misr International Films
is an integrated film company with substantial experience in every aspect of production,
distribution and exhibition.

Gaby Khoury
Producer

Nu'ta

201008849042 | nutafilms@gmail.com

Nu’ta Films is a production company owned and managed by Abdelsalam Moussa and
Hala Elkoussy.

Abdelsalam Moussa
Cinematographer /
Producer

RE-VIEW Advertising

224149846 | info@re-view.me | re-view.me

RE-VIEW is a leading agency specializing in advertising campaigns and documentary
production for government entities and international organizations. We offer creative,
customized solutions.

Mohanad Diab
Head of Film
Production Sector
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Real Time
201001160400 | info@realtime-studios.net | www.realtime-studios.net

Real Time established in 1997. It is considered one of the leading companies in the media
production field, providing comprehensive services specializing in the development of
high-quality content.

Khaled Hammad
Music Composer, Film
Director, Producer

Red Star Films
20227353421 | info@redstarfilms.net | www.redstarfilms.net

Established in 2014, Red Star Films stands as a non conforming entity that constantly
pushes the foundation of the market. With a deep commitment to amplify the voices of
the global south.

Baho Bakhsh
Film Director

Safei Mahmoud
Executive Director

Rufy's films
201003862773 | rufys.alex@gmail.com | WWW.rufysfilms.com

Rufy’s Films is an Egyptian production company known for making high-quality films.
Their work has been shown at major international film festivals and has won several
awards for its artistic value.

Mohamed Zedan
Director / Producer
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Safina
201111168826 | galalhala@yahoo.com

Artistic film production concerned with documentary and fiction films.

Hala Galal
Filmmaker

Sard
2233351757 | www.sard-eg.com

Sard writing room is a dedicated hub for screenwriters. Ever since it was founded by Mariam
Naoum in 2016, Sard has become a safe space for aspiring screenwriters to develop their
projects, improve their writing skill, and practice their creative freedom.

Mariam Naoum
Founder, Screenwriter &
Producer

Aya Dowara
Film Producer - Sard
Executive Director

Rim Chamia
General Manager
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Seen Films

20223800956 | info@seenfilms.com | www.seenfilms.com

Cairo-based company that produces and supports authentic and innovative films.

Additionally, Seen Films runs industry development and training programs to grow the
independent film landscape in Egypt.

Mostafa Youssef
Director and Producer

SelMediaEgypt & Froeverdrama
20233047101 | info@foreverdrama.com | www.selmediaegypt.com

Selmediaegypt was established in 2008 and Forevrdrama in 2023 to become two of the
major production / distribution companies in the Egyptian Drama.
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Maha Selim
CEO

TVision Media Production
201008000803 | tarek@tvisionegypt.com | www.tvision-eg.com

TVision Media Productions, founded by Tarek El Ganainy in 2004, has built itself up
throughout the years to become a market leader in innovative content that audience trust.

Tarek El Ganainy
CEO
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Vivid
201016544467 | essamcpp@gmail.com | www.vivid-studios.net

Egyptian Post production company.

Essam Abdel Salam
Colorist

Zawya Cinema & Distribution
20225743049 | info@zawyacinema.com | www.zawyacinema.com

Zawya is a Cairo-based independent cinema platform with a mission to showcase and
circulate quality films through its cinema space, film festivals and distribution channels.

Youssef Shazli
Executive Director

ARTE France Cinema / ArteKino
33609993067 | r-burah@artefrance.fr | www.arte.tv

Since its founding, Arte France Cinema has been involved in more than 800 films and has
worked together with over 300 different directors representing more than 50 different
nationalities.

Rémi Burah
Managing Director /
President
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Association Jocelyne Saab
33674747658 | amicale.jocelynesaab@gmail.com | jocelynesaab.org

The Jocelyne Saab Association was founded in 2019 to help preserve, restore and
disseminate the cinematographic heritage of Arab countries by training technicians in
digital film restoration.

Mathilde Rouxel
Film Programmer and
Cultural Manager

cppP

33685259280 | cdp@cdpproductions.fr

CDP is a production company set in Paris producing fiction and documentary films for
Cinemaand TV.

Catherine Dussart
Producer

Clermont Ferrand International Short Film Festival
33695925538 | c.varenne@clermont-filmfest.org | www.clermont-filmfest.org

The Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival is the most important short film
event in the world.

Camille Varenne
Festival Programmer
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Dolce Vita Films
33148787021 | info@dolcevita-films.com | www.dolcevita-films.com

Dolce Vita Films is a Paris-based production company with a strong track record on
international co-production. We produce mostly feature films (live-action, animation and
documentaries) for theatrical release.

Claire Chassagne
Producer

Easy Riders Films

33952513365 | contact@easyridersfilms.com | www.easyridersfilms.com

Paris-Based production company who's latest productions includes, Crossing by Levan
Akin (Berlinale 2024), The Dog Thief by Vinko Tomiti¢ (Tribeca 2024) and Lost Country by
Vladimir Perisi¢ (Cannes 2023).

Omar El Kadi
Producer

La Fabrique Cinéma

33625864974 | thibautbracg@hotmail.com | www.institutfrancais.com/en/programmes-and-projects/la-fabrigue-cinema

La Fabrique Cinémais a program created by the Institut francais to promote the emergence
of young filmmakers from developing and emerging countries on the international market
during Cannes Film Festival.

Thibaut Bracq
Program Manager
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Marché du Film
33153516100 | marketinfo@festival-cannes.fr | www.marchedufilm.com

The constant aim of the Marché du Film is to stimulate the vitality of the film industry
worldwide. With this in mind, it offers professionals a wide range of initiatives, services
and information tools.

Maud Amson
Director of Sales &
Operations

Oweda Films

33673033607 | owedafilms@gmail.com

Oweda film is a french production company based in Merignac, created by film director
Namir Abdel Messeeh to produce his first feature film "The Virgin, the Copts and me", and
that now coproduces all of Namir's new films.

Namir Abdel
Messeeh
Film Director

a0
&

Regard Sud
33478274467 | regard.sud@orange.fr | www.regardsud.com

Regard Sud is a gallery and a film festival, ‘Festival Cinémas du Sud’, organised each
year in partnership with the Institut Lumiére, a festival that explores cinema from the
Maghreb and the Middle East.

Abdellah Zerguine
Art Director
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Special Touch Studios
33620802163 | contact@specialtouchstudios.com | www.specialtouchstudios.com

STS ambition is to renew the imagination by proposing other views on the world. An
editorial line focused on Africa, the SWANA region, and talents carrying strong stories
with a universal dimension.

Marine Vaillant
Producer

Still Moving
33685114663 | jlepoutre@stillmoving.fr | www.stillmoving.fr

Still Moving is a French production company founded in 2015. Their catalog includes
Upshot and Mediterranean Fever by Maha Hajj and Critics Week’s Grand Prizes Tiger
Stripes and Feathers by Omar El Zohairy.

Juliette Lepoutre
Producer

Totem Films

33685769063 | salome@totem-films.com | www.totem-films.com

Totem Films is a Paris-based international sales company. We seek out talents that
question our world through sensorial emotion. We nurture stories that inspire and thrill
audiences across multiple platforms.

Salomé Rizk
Festival Manager

174



>
c
]
E
=
@

(&)

ayflaipwll dclinl gliaa

Arsenal - Institute for Film and Video Art
493026955100 | stss@arsenal-berlin.de | www.arsenal-berlin.de

Arsenal's activities include cinema programming, the Berlinale Forum and Forum
Expanded, film distribution, preservation and restoration.

Stephanie Shulte-
Strauthaus
Artistic Director

European Film Promotion (EFP)
49403984030 | muehlberger@efp-online.com | www.efp-online.com

European Film Promotion (EFP) is a network of film institutions from 37 European
countries, bringing European films and talent to the attention of the international
industry and media around the globe.

Jo Miihlberger
Deputy Managimg
Director

German Films Service + Marketing GmbH
498959978721 | info@german-films.de | www.german-films.de

German Films is the national information and advisory center for the promotion of
German films worldwide. It was established in 1954 under the name Export-Union of
German Cinema.

Simone Baumann
Managing Director
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International Federation of Film Critics (FIPRESCI)
201005557724 | shawforlife@hotmail.com | www.fipresci.org

Since it was established in 1925, FIPRESCI played a historical role in shaping the concept of
film criticism around the world. Currently, FIPRESCI unites film critics from 50+ countries,
organising juries that give the critics award in more than 80 festivals every year.

Ahmed Shawky
President

Munich International Film Festival
49893819040 | info@filmfest-muenchen.de | www.filmfest-muenchen.de

Every summer, established as well as emerging filmmakers from around the globe
gather in Munich for 9 days and nights to meet and celebrate cinema. In addition to the
screenings, FILMFEST MUNCHEN puts on forums.

Bernhard Karl

International
Programmer

N

NAAS Network of Arab Alternative Screens
491631815597 | info@naasnetwork.org |www.naasnetwork.org

NAAS is a network that champions innovation in cinema exhibition in the Arabic-speaking
region. Through its work, NAAS aims at broadening the scope of films available to the
Arab public and encourages dialogue.

Nada Bakr
Executive Director
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Red Balloon Film GmbH
494050090808 | hello@redballoon-film.de | www.redballoonfilm.de

Red Balloon Film is a Hamburg-based production house for children and family
entertainment (TV and cinema) as well as high-quality arthouse films and drama series
for international markets.

Dorothe Beinemeier
CEOQ / Producer

Twenty Twenty Vision & Pallas Film
493061281750 | tkarathanos@twentytwentyvision.wu | www.twentytwentyvision.eu

Since more than twenty five years Thanassis Karathanos, through his production
companies, Twenty Twenty Vision and Pallas Film, has continuously produced award-
winning feature films and documentaries.

Thanassis
Karathanos
Film Producer

Cinevesture

919867973806 | nina@cinevesture.com | cinevesture.com

Cinevesture is invested in film development and production. It is focused on building an
investor-creator network through its online marketplace, cinevesture.com and offline film
markets & festivals.

Nina Gupta
Founder & CEO
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Art City Productions
9647702600900 | hikmat®@artcityig.com | www.artcityig.com

Art City is a leading Iragi company specializing in cinematic production, based in Baghdad.
Established in 1984, Art City has produced numerous short films and participated in
several feature films.

Hikmat El Beedhan
Procucer & Director

Lights On
3896797286 | contact@lightson.org | www.lightsonfilm.com

Lights On supports with passion emerging filmmakers from all over the world following
them from the first steps in short movies to feature films.

Simone Bardoni
Distribution and Sales

True Colours

390637352334 | info@truecolours.it | truecolours.it

True Colours is an established international sales outfit based in Rome, with the aim of
bringing the best of Italian and international arthouse cinema worldwide.

Gaetano Maiorino
Managing Director /
Head of Acquisitions
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La Biennale di Venezia
3382523929 | savina.neirotti@labiennale.org | www.labiennale.org

The Biennale College Cinema is an advanced training workshop for the development and
production of micro-budget feature films ideated produced and presented at the Venice
International Film festival.

Savina Neirotti
Head of Programme

Alessandra Speciale

Festival Selection Team
Member and Curator of
Final Cut in Venice

Amman International Film Festival - Awal Film
962777700406 | info@aiff.jo | www.aiff.jo

The Amman International Film Festival-Awal Film focuses on first-time achievements in
cinema, mainly in the Arab region. Its fifth edition took place in July 2024 in the Jordanian
Capital.

Nada Doumani
Festival Director

International Film Distribution
96522086995 | ghalia.hayat@kncc.com | ifd.com.kw

International Film Distribution is a Kuwait based distribution company specializing in
Middle East and North Africa distribution with a catalogue of award-winning feature
films.

Ghalia Hayat
General Manager
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Abbout Productions
9611587824 | contact@abboutproductions.com | www.abboutproductions.com

Abbout Productions produces feature films and documentaries with a distinctly Arab
voice, expressing the identity of the region.

Nadim Tabet
Director

Georges Schoucair
CEO & Producer

"
1
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Empire Entertainment
9613306446 | pascal@empiremena.com

Empire is a leading company in film distribution, serving as the exclusive licensee for Sony
films, along with numerous other independent titles.

Pascal Rahme
Distribution Director

Tripoli Film Festival
96176812433 | info@tripoli-filmfestival.org | www.tripoli-filmfetival.org

Tripoli Film Festival has attained considerable achievements at both: films screenings and
industry levels, despite the economic and security issues that Lebanon is going through.

Elias Khlat
Tripoli Film Festival,
Founder & Director
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FIDADOC BeeHive - Cinema Salama
212660314421 | hicham.falah@yahoo.fr | www.fidadoc.org

FIDADOC is the first film event only dedicated to creative documentary in North Africa,
its Doc Beehive is one of the main continental projects incubators. Cinema Salama is a
production company based in Tangier.

Hicham Falah
General Manager

TV 2M (Morocco)
212522667300 | reda.benjelloun@2m.ma | www.2m.ma

Created in march 1989, Tv 2M is the second moroccan public TV channel. Best audience
and advertising market share. It is a generalist tv broadcast worldwide via satellit, TNT
and terrestrial.

Reda Benjelloun
Head Of News
Magazines and
Documentaries
Department

Stiftelsen Festivalkontoret
92696935 | johanner@festivalkontoret.no | www.sorfond.no

Johanne Svendsen Rognlienis artistic directorat Oslo Pix Film Festival and co-programming
Arab Film Days in Norway. She is representing the coproduction fund Serfond.

Johanne Svendsen
Rognlien

Sorfond & programmer
Arab Film Days

181



o
c
=
w
2
I
o

o
c
=
wn
2
g
o

o
c
=
wn
2
I
o

INDUSTRY DELEGATES

Filmlab Palestine
97022983003 | info@flp.ps | www.flp.ps

Founded in 2014, Filmlab Palestine aims to revive cinema culture through training and
networking, fostering a creative film industry. Its efforts culminate in the annual Palestine

Cinema Days festival.

Hanna Atallah
Artistic Director

Ola Salama
Executive Director

Odeh Films, Mayana Films
970597168631 | may.odeh@gmail.com

Her recent known for “Hanging Gardens”, received the Best Film Award at the Red Sea,
“200 Meters” by Ameen Nayfeh received 30 awards worldwide, In 2020, Odeh was named

by Variety as MENA Talent of the Year.

May Odeh
Producer

Ustura Films
62795556443 | bhaethemovie@gmail.com

Established in Palestine(2000) Jordan(2011) by Najwa Najjar & Hani Kort, Ustura Films has
produced several award-winning documentaries & fictional films challenging stereotypes

& presenting alternative narratives.

Najwa Najjar
Filmmaker
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Doha Film Institute
55867658 | mfakhro@dohafilminstitute.com | www.dohafilminstitute.com

Qatar's first international organisation dedicated to film financing, production, education
and the Film Festivals.

Mohammed Fakhroo
Development Associate

Y2pP

16618555674 | mayarhamdan23®@gmail.com | www.mayarhamdan.com

Y2P Studios is a multiplatform production studio focusing on authentic and female driven
stories from the SWANA region.

Shaima Tamimi
Producer

Mayar Hamdan
Writer/Director

Creatrix Fama
40726694435 | creatrixfama®@gmail.com | www.foc-iff.com

Creatrix Fama champions artistic expression through film production, exhibitions, and
workshops. It also organizes the unique Film O'Clock International Festival and Her Story
Her Future - mentorship program.

Mirona Radu
Filmmaker, Film
Curator, Creative
Producer, Researcher
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Libra Films
40733735956 | info@tiff.ro | www.librafilm.net

Libra Film is an independent film and TV production company, founded by Tudor Giurgiu
in 1994. Between 2000-2015 we produced more than 30 films, out of which 10 were
international co-productions.

Tudor Giurgiu
Managing Director
Libra Films & Festival
President Transilvania
International Film
Festival

MBC Group
966112684444 | tareg.alibrahim@mbc.net | www.mbc.net

The largest and leading media company in the Middle East and North Africa. Enriching
lives through information, interaction, and entertainment.

Tareq Al Ibrahim
Director of MBC 1, MBC
Drama & Shahid

MBC Studios

966112684444 | hana.alomair@mbc.net | www.mbc.net

MBC Studios launched with the ambition of becoming a global production powerhouse,
born to realise the untold and unrivaled storytelling potential of the Middle East.

Hana Alomair Ali Jaafar
Director & Writer Senior Creative
Manager
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MBC - Shahid
97143919999 | aya.medhat@shahid.net | shahid.net

Shahid is the number one Arabic VOD service in the world with premium originals,
exclusive series and movies, Live TV, Sports & much more.

Aya Medhat

Head of Arabic
Acquistions - MBC &
Shahid

NEOM

966501958984 | elie.kawkabani@neom.com | www.neom.com

Building the most advanced and progressive integrated media hub in the world.

Elie Kawkabani
Executive Director

Random Films
543232764 | alzayerrami@gmail.com | www.randomfilms.co

Random Films, founded in 2017 by Rami AlZayer, is an independent film company in Saudi
Arabia. It earned acclaim with The Day | Lost Myself and Saeed, both featured at major
festivals and acquired by Netflix.

Lama Jamjoom
Documentary Director &
Producer

Rami Alzayer
Director & Producer

|
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Rotana Studios
556345455 | mfw®@rotanastudios.com | www.rotana.net

Established in 1987, Rotana started off as a record company and, at the dawn
of the new millennium, grew to become the leading producer and distributor of
Arabic music and Arabic films.

Mohamed Wafaa
General Manger Rotana
Studios

The Red Sea Film Foundation
966503667801 | emad.eskander@redseafilmfest.com | www.redseafilmfest.com

The Red Sea Film Foundation is a rapidly emerging force in the global film industry. As
an independent, non-profit organization, it fosters the film sector in Saudi Arabia, Arab
world, Asia and Africa.

Emad Eskander
Director of The Red Sea
Fund

Durban FilmMart Institute
27785004488 | info@durbanfilmmart.com | www.durbanfilmmart.co.za

The annual Durban FilmMart is a pan-African finance and coproduction market designed
to create partnerships and further the development and production of African cinema.

Magdalene Reddy
Director
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Station Films
249912189768 | mohammedalomda88@gmail.com | www.stationfilms.net

Founded in Khartoum in 2018, Station Films revitalizes Sudanese and Arab cinema. Their
acclaimed films include You Will Die at Twenty, Captains of Zaatari, The Burdens, and
Goodbye Julia.

Mohammad Al Omda
Producer and Director

Sudan Film Factory
35314422943 | info@sudanfilmfactory.com | www.sudanfilmfactory.com

Sudan Film Factory (SFF) is a leading film institution and production company in Sudan,
dedicated to nurturing independent filmmaking since 2010.

Talal Afifi
Managing Direcor

Riverflower productions
46723099107 | issy.haggstrom@gmail.com

Riverflower is an independent production company founded by Sudanese-Swedish
filmmaker Issraa Elkogali Haggstrom, co-producer of the acclaimed film Goodbye Julia
(Cannes 2023, Un Certain Regard, Prix Liberté).

Lars Lovén
Producer

| Issraa Elkogali

1

Haggstrom
- Director
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Locarno Film Festival
41917562121 | info@locarnofestival.ch | www.locarnofestival.ch

Throughout its 77 year history, the Locarno Festival has occupied a unique position in the
landscape of the major film festivals for its focus on auteur cinema and the discovery of
new filmmakers.

Marcello Paolillo
Project Manager

Visions du Réel
41223654457 | progsramme@visionsdureel.ch | www.visionsdureel.ch

Focal point fordirectors and artists, the festival presents a majority of world orinternational
premieres, and constitutes an essential platform for creation for the thousands of film
professionals every year.

Emmanuel Chicon
Festival programmer

% w

Carthage Film Festival
21623499499 | lamiaguiga.jcc@gmail.com | www.jcctunisie.org

The Carthage Film Festival is one of the oldest and most prestigious film festivals in the
Arab and African world. Founded in 1966, it takes place annually in Tunia.

Lamia Guiga
Artistic Director
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Nomadis Images
21671749080 | nomadis.images@gmail.com

Tunisian production company founded by Dora Bouchoucha. Nomadis has produced
several short and feature fiction and documentary films which were selected and awarded
in prestigious festivals around the world.

Cyrine Sellami
Production Manager

Charlie Kouka
Director

Propaganda Productions
21298441465 | propaganda@gnet.tn | propagandaproductions.tn

Propaganda Productions founded in 2002, is one of most important production company
in Tunisia.
We produce features, shorts and documentaries.

Imed Marzouk
Producer

Yol Film House
21628607703 | yol.filmhouse@gmail.com

Yol Film House is an independent Tunisian film production company that develops and
produces original and innovative projects short and feature length films selected and
awarded in numerous festivals.

Mehdi Hmili
Producer & Filmmaker
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TRT Sinema (TRT - Turkish Radio TV Corporation)
905323412711 | esra.demirkiran@trt.net.tr | www.trt12punto.com

TRT Sinema co-produces feature film projects, annually organizes Tirkiye's largest script
development and co-production platform “12 Punto” and collaborates with film festivals
in Turkiye and around the world.

Esra Demirkiran
Festivals Coordinator

Faruk Guven
Head of Trt Sinema

Abu Dhabi Film Commission
971502555142 | nabil.abousamra@film.gov.ae | www.film.gov.ae

The Abu Dhabi Film Commission offers the region’s first production incentive, providing
access to a generous 30% cashback rebate on productions, including feature films,
television dramas (including series).

Nabil Abou Samra
Head Of Arabic
=8 Production

P

Cinema Akil

info@cinemaakil.com | www.cinemaakil.com

Cinema Akil is an independent cinema platform that brings quality films from across the
world to the audiences in the UAE.

Butheina Kazim
Founder
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Creative Media Solutions
971557164668 | info@cmssgulf.tv | www.cmsgulfitv

CMS is a media organization that has been ISO-certified and recognized with numerous
awards for over 20 years of operation in the Middle East and North Africa region.

Alaa Alasad
Head of Production &
Distribution

DAC Communications
971529232593 | dima@dimaayad.com | daccomms.com

PR & Marketing agency focused on celebrities, luxury brands and hospitality.

Dima Ayad
Founder and Managing
Director

DigiSay
201222402218 | abbas@digisay.com | www.digisay.com

DigiSay is a leading media-tech company which offers services like production, advertising,
project management, and content protection across regional and global markets. Clients
include Google, META, YouTube, VOX, Instagram and MBC.

Ahmed Abbas
CEO
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DKL Studio
971506557493 | fadi@dklstudio.co.uk

DKL Studio is a Dubai-based Content Development and Production company launched in
2019 by Fadi Ismail - a veteran of Content Creation, Production and Distribution with over
30 years’ experience.

Fadi Ismail
Founder & Director

A

Empire Entertainment / Empire International Gulf
97143697151 | mariojr@empiremena.com | www.empiremena.com

Founded in 1919, Empire International owns the exclusive theatrical distribution rights for
Sony Pictures, Fox Star India & Sony Pictures India in the Middle East.

Mario Jr. Haddad
President

Front Row Filmed Entertainment LLC
97142865644 | info@frontrowent.ae | www.frontrowent.com

Front Row is one of the leading independent film distribution and production companies
in the MENA. The company currently boasts a catalogue of over 1,400 titles and typically
acquires 120+ titles per year.

Eli Touma
Acquisitions &
Distribution Director
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Meta
971527364281 | moonbaz@meta.com | www.meta.com

Meta owns and operates Facebook, Instagram, Threads, and WhatsApp, among other
products and services. Meta ranks among the largest American information technology
companies, alongside other Big Five corps.

%1  Moon Baz Abdelrahman
Head of Global Elsobki
Partnerships, Middle Partner Solutions
East, Africa and Turkey Manager, Global

b Partnerships, Middle

East, Africa and Tirkiye

Film London

7718424585 | michelle.)Jenkins@filmlondon.org.uk | www.filmlondon.org.uk

As London's screen agency, we support talent, develop creativity and promote London as
a global production hub - in film, television, animation, games and beyond.

gz ® = Michelle Jenkins
Head of Production
Services

Sheffield DocFest
441142765141 | info@sheffdocfest.com | sheffdocfest.com

Sheffield DocFest is the UK’s leading documentary festival and one of the world’s most
influential markets for documentary projects. We champion and present the breadth of
documentary form.

Raul Zambrano
Creative Director

193



United States

United States

United States

INDUSTRY DELEGATES

Anubis Pictures
13233530777 | kjiskander@gmail.com | www.kamaljohniskander.com

Camera, sound, gear-rental, directing, and screenwriting services with 25 Years experience
serving studios and prod. companies. Based in Hollywood, California.

Kamal John Iskander
Director, Screenwriter

Desert Power LLC
8045888911 | info@mansurkikhia.org | www.mansurkikhia.org

Desert Power’s first documentary film is My Father and Qaddafi, which has received
grants from AFAC, DFI, Quiet, IDA, HDBIF, and MAFF. The film is being distributed by Mad
World (a Mad Solutions company), Arab cinema'’s first global sales company.

Jihan Kikhia
Director

H&A

13104221306 | h.abuassad@gmail.com

Hany Abu-Assad is a Palestinian-Dutch director, has won numerous prestigious awards,
including a Golden Globe and the Jury Prize at Cannes, and has been nominated twice for

an Academy Award.

Hany Abu-Assad
Film Director
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United States

Semasser
15082800280 | alaa@semasser.com

Semasser Studio, founded by Yemeni-American filmmakers in Los Angeles, captures the
vibrant mosaic of culture through authentic stories. We aim to build a thriving production
industry in Yemen.

Yousef Assabahi
Writer & Director

Alaa Amer
Film Producer
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FEATURE NARRATIVE COMPETITION
EVERYBODY LOVES TOUDA

ALGIERS

Chakib Taleb
Bendiab

Director/Producer
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Khaled Chikhi

Executive Producer
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Nabil Asli

Actor
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Chahrazad Kracheni

Actress
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

CRICKETS, IT'S YOUR TURN

198

Olga Korotko

Director/Scriptwriter
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28

Inzhu Abeu

Actress
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28

GHOST TRAIL

ON FALLING

Nabil Ayouch

Director
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28

Maryam Touzani

Co-Writer
Oct. 28-Nov. 2

Nisrin Erradi

Actrees
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28

Jonathan Millet

Director
Oct. 24-Oct. 28

Pauline Seigland

Producer
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28

Laura Carreira

Director/Film writer
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28



GIRLS WILL BE GIRLS

Kesav Binoy Kiron

Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Preeti Panigrahi

Actress
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Zhengfan Yang

Producer/Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Shengze Zhu

Producer
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Jing Jin
Actress
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Ao clin

THANK YOU FOR BANKING WITH US

Laila Abbas

Writer/Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Kamel El Basha

Actor
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Omar Atia

Creative Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

THE INEVITABLE JOURNEY TO
FIND A WEDDING DRESS

Jaylan Auf

Writer/Director
Oct. 24 -Oct. 28

Tarek Nasr

Co-producer
Oct. 23-Nov. 2

Omar Aboudoma

DOP
Oct. 24-Nov. 2
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TINY LIGHTS
Mia Banko
Actrees
Oct. 29-Nov. 2
WHO DO | BELONG TO

Sarra Ben Hassen

Producer
Oct. 24 -Oct. 28

Mohamed Grayaa

Actor
Oct. 24 -Oct. 28

%

MY EVERYTHING
Anne Sophie
\ Bailly
Director

Oct. 27 -Oct. 31
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FEATURE DOCUMENTARY COMPETITION

A NEW KIND OF WILDERNESS

Falk Payne

Actor
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Nik Payne

Actor
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

CILAMA

Hady Zaccak

Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

ELEMENTARY

Claire Simon

Director
Oct. 24-Oct. 28

Mohamed ameur

Actor
Oct. 24-Oct. 28
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MISTRESS DISPELLER THE MIRACULOUS TRANSFORMATION
OF THE WORKING CLASS INTO
Elizabeth Lo FOREIGNERS
Director .
Oct. 24-0ct. 28 Samir
Director
Oct. 24-Nov. 2
Dani Fung
e WE ARE INSIDE
Farah Kassem
Director
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28
Maggie Li
Producer

Oct. 24-Oct. 28

Cynthia Choucair

Producer
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28

Michala Sabnani

Producer
Oct. 24-Oct. 28

Nour Jarrous

Producer
Oct. 24-Oct. 28

MY MEMORY IS FULL OF GHOSTS

Anas Zawahri

- Director
- *_ Oct. 29-Nov. 2

SOUNDTRACK TO A COUP D'ETAT

Remi Grellety
Producer
Oct. 24-0ct. 28

201



FILMMAKERS

Radu Ciorniciuc

Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Lina Vdovii

Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

TELL THEM ABOUT US

Rand Beiruty

Director
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28

THE BRINK OF DREAMS

Ayman El Amir

Director
Oct. 24-Nov. 2

Nada Riyadh

Film Producer/ Director
Oct. 24-Nov. 2

Dina El Zeneiny

DOP
Oct. 24-0ct. 28
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Ahmed Ismail

Cinematographer
Oct. 24-Nov. 2

Majda Massoud

Actress
Oct. 24-Oct. 28

Haidy Sameh

Actress
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Madlin Youssef

Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Marina Samir

Actress
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Lydia Haroun

Actress
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Mariam Nassar

Actress
Oct. 29-Nov. 2



Ao clin

OUT OF COMPETITION
AN ORANGE FROM JAFFA BOR) ROUMI
Mohammed ! Moncef Dhouib
Almughanni Director
Director Oct. 24-0Oct. 28
Oct. 29-Nov. 2
DANCING IN THE CORNER Bilal Slim
ctor
Jan Bujnowski Oct. 24-0ct. 28
Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2
Eskander Dhouib
Actor
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28
HOW WE GOT MOTHER BACK
Simao Fumega
Actor
Oct. 29-Nov. 2
Chawki Khouja
Actor
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28
EBB & FLOW
Nay Tabbara
Director
Oct. 28-Nov. 2

Kosai Sekine

Director
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28
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DISORDER

204

OUT OF THE CAVE
Bane Fakih Christian Gandini
Director Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2 Oct. 24-Nov. 2
Areej Mahmoud Valentina Lattuada
Director Producer
Oct. 29-Nov. 2 Oct. 24-Nov. 2

Pier Luigi Lattuada

Co-Producer
Oct. 24-Nov. 2

Lucian Bourjeily

Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Bechara Mouzannar THE CRONE

Producer

Oct 29-Now. 2 Catherine Kasima

Kanda

Director
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28

Pierre Mouzannar

Producer
Oct. 29-Nov. 2
HYDROELECTRIC JOoY
' 1 Alexander Markov
: Director

Farah Shaer . | ‘ Oct. 24-Oct. 28

Actress {

Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Tomas Pichardo
Espaillat
Film Director /

Animator
Oct. 24-0Oct. 28




SHORT FILM COMPETITION

A CHAIR FOR HER

Ahmed Ibrahim

Writer/Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Tarek Hefny

DOP
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Mozhan Navabi

Actress
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

A PROMISE TO THE SEA

Hend Sohail

Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Nourhan Yasser

Producer
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Nabil Botros

Actor
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Ao clin

DAWN EVERYDAY

LEES WAXUL

Amir Youssef

Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Norah Elkhateeb

Producer
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Evan Weidenkeller

DOP
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Cleopatra El
Ghazawy

Actress
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Selim Mostafa

Actor
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Yoro Mbaye

Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2
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MERMAIDS

Sarah Malléon

Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

MY MOTHER IS A COW

Patricia Gomes

Producer
Oct. 28-Nov. 2

THE EGGREGORES' THEORY

Andrea Gatopoulos

Director
Oct. 29-Nov. 2
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THE LAST MESSAGE

Seif Madbouly

Director
Oct. 28-Nov. 2

Mohmoud Shahin

DOP
Oct. 24-Nov. 2

THE MAN WHO COULD NOT
REMAIN SILENT

Bostjan Virc

Producer
Oct. 29-Nov. 2

Hanna Atallah

Producer
Oct. 24-0Oct. 29
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DOCUMENTARY |
ASSOCIATION D AE
OF EUROPE

Grow your network; access the market and
up-to-date resources; save hundreds of euros per
year and contribute to a better industry together
with a fast-growing network of 600+ documentary
institutions and professionals.

Join now.

The member's network for documentary
professionals from inside and outside of
Europe, DAE acts and advocates for everyone
working in documentary storytelling.

Find out more at: dae-europe-org
info@dae-europe.org
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Arab Cinema Center
info@arabcinemacenter.com | 20227357937

The Arab Cinema Center (ACC) was established by MAD

Solutions in 2015 as an international promotional and

networking platform for Arab cinema. Registered as a non-

ﬂé , profit organization in Berlin, the ACC provides its partner
@(" UW companies with a visible presence at all major film festivals
eNELRTILE R and markets, connecting them with industry professionals,

organizing events and publishing special editions of the
Arab Cinema Magazine.

Alaa Karkouti
Co-founder

alaa.karkouti@mad-solutions.com

Alaa Karkouti is one of the most recognized figures in the Arab Cinema industry. Karkouti
is the CEO of MAD Solutions — the Arab World's most prolific distributor of Arab film
content — and co-founder of Arab Cinema Center, which is a platform that connects film
professionals around the globe to their Arab counterparts.

Maher Diab
Co-founder

maher.diab@mad-solutions.com

Maher Diab is the creative beating heart behind MAD Solutions, which he co-founded and
built into the Arab world’s leading distributor of Arabic film content with the help of his
skills as a visual artist and keen eye for storytelling. He is also the co-founder of the Arab
Cinema Center.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Arab Radio and Television

zhussein@amc-art.com | saloub@amc-art.com | khassanen@amc-art.com | 01115555004
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Arab Radio and Television Network (ART) is one of the
major players in the Arab film industry, with a wide array of
activities including production, co-production, distribution
and financing. ART has the largest library of classical and
recent Arabic media content, which represents almost 60%
of the entire heritage. ART aims to raise the visibility of
Arab filmmakers and stimulate film production in the Arab
world.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

BEE Media Productions
info@beemediaproductions.com | +20233053860

BEE Media Productions, founded in 2008, is an
emerging production company in Egypt and the MENA
region. With a team of 20 dedicated professionals, the
company specializes in commercials, social campaigns,
documentaries, reality TV, and drama. Its commitment
to creativity, excellence, and professionalism has earned

BEE a solid reputation for delivering innovative solutions that

MEDIA PRODUCTIONS meet client needs. BEE Media aims to revolutionize media
production by providing high-quality content focused on
customer satisfaction. With plans for growth, the company
hopes to contribute positively to the industry and share
genuine stories that connect with audiences.

Moustafa Salah
) Executive Producer

w“

moustafa.salah@beemediaproductions.com

Mostafa Salah has been one of Egypt's leading production managers for over 18 years. He
is the co-founder and COO of BEE Media Productions. Starting his career as an editor, he
quickly discovered his talent for managing large teams and executing complex projects.
Renowned for his ability to maximize resources, Salah consistently delivers top-notch
films. He has served as Head of Production on major feature films, reality TV shows, and
talk shows in Egypt, including the Cannes-nominated Clash, the Al Seham Al Mareqa
Ramadan TV series, Fair Game, Da Kalam, Adet Regala, El Khazna, and Rayheen ala Fein.

Tamer Ashry
Director

tamer.ashry@beemediaproductions.com

Tamer Ashry's passion for visual art and storytelling led him to filmmaking at an early
age. For the past twenty years, he has worked as a director and producer in fiction films,
documentaries, and television in the Middle East. Ashry is the co-founder and CEO of BEE
Media Productions. He directed his first narrative feature film, Photocopy, which garnered
numerous awards at international festivals. Following its success, his second short film,
Eyebrows, won Best Arab Short at the GFF. Additionally, Ashry served as a jury member for
the short film competition at the 5th edition of the El Gouna Film Festival.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Best Media Production
info@bestmediaproduction.net | 0222694947

The company's mission is to captivate diverse audiences
through compelling storytelling that inspires meaningful
change. The company aims to produce high-quality

BEST MEDIA content that entertains, educates, and connects people.
PRODUCTION Committed to pushing the boundaries of creativity, it
Changing recliy believes media can transform lives. Its values emphasize

social responsibility and ethical storytelling, creating
content that is truthful, compassionate, and respectful of
all perspectives. Through its work, Best Media Production
Company strives to empower individuals to take action and
make a positive difference in their communities and the
world.

Dr. Ehab Moneer
Chairman/ CEO
ehab.moneer@bestmediaproduction.net

Dr. Ehab Moneer graduated from the Faculty of Economics and Political Science at Cairo
University in 1996. He began his professional career at Al-Alamiyah Securities Brokerage
Company, where he worked from June to September of that year. In October 1996,
he became a lecturer at the University of Economics and Political Science at October
University for Modern Sciences and Arts.

In January 2003, Dr. Moneer founded the Arab Company for the Management of Tourist
Facilities and established Roya Club, the first private club in Egypt, located in 6th of
October City. He later launched a feasibility study and project evaluation company serving
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. In 2019, he established Best Media Production Company, followed
by its Dubai branch in 2023.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

BIGBANG STUDIOS
essam@tbbstudios.com | +20 128 888 0768

BigBang Studios is a fully integrated post-production hub
that offers innovative solutions to meet all filmmaking
needs, delivered on time, within budget, and in one
inspiring location.

bigbang

STUO 10

Essam Salama
_ General Manager & Co-founder
4. 201288880768 | essam@tbbstudios.com

Essam Salama is the General Manager & Co-founder of BigBang Studios. As a producer,
Salamais well known for several TV drama and film hits, such as: Haza Al Masaa, Eugenie
Nights, Monopoly (The Bank of Luck), and World War Ill. Salama also was the Managing
Director & Partner of The Cell Creative Media Solutions.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

BRITISH COUNCIL

information@britishcouncil.org.eg

@@ BRITISH
@@ COUNCIL
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The British Council supports peace and prosperity by
building connections, understanding, and trust between
people in the UK and countries worldwide. It uniquely
combines the UK’s deep expertise in arts and culture,
education, and the English language, along with a global
presence and relationships in over 100 countries. This
includes unparalleled access to young people, creatives,
and educators, along with its own creative spark.
In 2024, the British Council marks 90 years of service. Over
these years, it has created opportunities for millions of
people and developed deep, long-lasting relationships. The
British Council continues to adapt to meet the needs of a
changing world while remaining committed to its founding
principles.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

CULT POST-PRODUCTION
omar.adel@cult.art | 01205018482

The studios provide editing, color grading, VFX, and audio
services with the support of CULT members. There is a
fascination with projects that are post-production based
and possess high artistic appeal, leading to their production
from the outset.

Adham Elsherif
Founder

adham.elsherif@ymail.com

Adham Elsherif is an Egyptian film director and writer with more than twelve years
of experience in the industry. He wrote and directed two award-winning short films A
Resident of the City and Behind the Door. In 2017 he co-mentored a film directing workshop
with Ayten Amin bringing in 8 new filmmakers and award-winning shorts. In 2020, he
founded CULT for creative post-production services, working on both feature and short
projects. The company supported The Burdened by Amr Gamal which premiered at the
Berlin International Film Festival in 2023. In addition, he also co-produced Goodbye, Julia
by Mohamed Kordofani, which was selected at the Cannes International Film Festival's,
Un Certain Regard in 2023.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

EGYPTIAN FILM PRODUCERS CLUB
info@efpc.online

Egyptian Film Producers Club is a capacity building
sssmess community that supports and educates film producers.
The club is run by a group of young film producers and it
hosts weekly meetings featuring different activities and
EFP[ speakers aimed at strengthening our members’ set of skills

and networks.
EGYPTIAN FILM
PRODUCERS
cLue

Mohammed Taymour
CEQ
taymour@chaos-films.com

An Egyptian film producer, In 2020, he produced the short film | Am Afraid to Forget Your
Face, which won the prestigious Palme d'Or at Cannes Film Festival. In 2021, Taymour
founded the Egyptian Film Producers Club In 2022, he established CHAQS FILMS.

Mohammed Saeed
Operation and Planning

sa3eed14@gmail.com

A film producer active since 2013, he produced the feature documentary A Beat to the
Street for Al-Jazeera in 2018 and completed his short film Can You Keep a Secret?!in 2023,
which has been featured in several festivals. In 2021, he co-founded the Egyptian Film
Producers Club.

Peter Nabil

Marketing Manager
peter.nabil.sobhy@gmail.com

A content producer skilled in photography, videography, filmmaking, and acting, he worked
as a freelance cameraman for Mehwar and CBC TV. he worked as a freelance photographer
and videographer for digital agencies. he has over five years of experience as a copywriter
and digital marketer.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

FEEDBACK STUDIO
info@feedbackstudio.tv| +201000044264

In 2004, Feedback Company was established with the
aim of advancing audio production for films and series.
The company provides location recording, dubbing, mixing
of all types, and Dolby Atmos systems, along with a
comprehensive range of audio services. Special attention is
given to security and privacy.

Tarek Alloush
CEOQ/ CO-Founder
tarekalloush@gmail.com

Engineer Tarek Alloush has served as the managing director and co-founder of Feedback
Studios since 2004. With a career spanning over three decades, he has been a pivotal
figure in sound design and mixing in Egypt and the Arab world. He began his artistic
journey in 1994, focusing on music recording and mixing, and by 1998, he expanded
his repertoire to include dubbing for animated films like Disney's The Lion King.
Since 2000, Alloush has dedicated himself to dramatic and cinematic works, contributing
to over 300 projects, starting with Fares Bela Gawad. His meticulous work and innovative
approach have consistently elevated sound quality, making him a sought-after
professional. As the driving force behind Feedback Studios, Alloush is committed to
advancing sound technology, with a studio renowned for its cutting-edge equipment and
expertise. He has received numerous accolades, most recently winning an award for Beit
el Ruby at the 50th annual Film Society Festival for Egyptian Cinema.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

FILMLAB PALESTINE
info@flp.ps | +97022983003

Filmlab
Palestine

Established in 2014, Filmlab Palestine aims to promote
and revive cinema culture in Palestine, envisioning a
professional, creative, and innovative film industry
landscape. Filmlab's philosophy focuses on creating a
sustainable hub for local film production, offering programs
that contribute to networking, training, and educating film
professionals and emerging talents. The goal is to produce
diverse, high-quality films, and content for children. The
culmination of these efforts is showcased at the annual
Palestine Cinema Days Festival, which connects Palestine
with the regional and international film industry. This
festival promotes Palestinian cinema culture and building
an active local audience for cinema.

Hanna Atallah
Artistic Director

h.atallah@flp.ps

Hanna Atallah is a filmmaker, producer, and cultural arts manager based between Berlin
and Jerusalem. He holds a bachelor’s degree in Cinema Studies from the High Institute
of Cinema at the Egyptian Academy of Arts. Empowering unheard voices has been
the driving force behind his career as a filmmaker, producer, and educator. In 2014, he
founded the non-profit organization Filmlab Palestine in Ramallah, creating a platform
to enhance cinema culture and facilitate professional knowledge exchange in Palestine.
This initiative has opened doors to a regional and international network for Palestinian

film professionals.

228



chilaivwll digall Gguw

gtwls Qll plis

info@flp.ps | +97022983003

sloly 5595 Bug 2014 ple § phadd OY old Cowuls”

Atazk) dndy slasYl § mos)l o cphadd § dolaipnl) L)

dads Jian Lozad) dolio & sluls @lio] dade 3l & @
Loyl dloell BYI Loy platus slas 3o § OY olkd

gl & cplolsdl iy s (oS4 § palun gebn e Filmlab
W3 ple USci Bag2ll &g desiia (6] glily o Palestine
opbaadd pT Olejae 3 daSIAL dsazdl gazess JALN (6]

L3151 bodead) deliay shaadd a1 @i Ll

P dphald)l bl BU J5m9 dublslly daads)

allllhc lia
niall paall
h.atallah@flp.ps

8 orag5l Bolgd Uio oo .idys ool Gu Lo sy QU5 (18 pkes grties Pl =ilo
I e allllas peebny & pall 92l dgolST @ Loteadl) Jlll gl (oo Ll Lyl
doo Iy gl OY ol s N5 (08 dsgaud) p& Olsdl (S J duigll e
Laghl &8yl o3 & sloadly doipud) 8IS 3535 Jumitt) dato ysb 2014 diw all ply §
dochadl L) dslio e § (plolall 4959 deadd] dSids slid QLI b Low (pheald &

229



CINEGOUNA MARKET

GARAGE ART PRODUCTION
info@garageartproduction.com | +20 109 9960144

Founded by Egyptian actor and filmmaker Ahmed Magdy,
Garage Art Production is dedicated to creating bold,
independent films that push creative boundaries. The

El:”l company's focus is on producing thought-provoking cinema
that challenges conventional storytelling while providing
BAHAEE emerging filmmakers a platform to showcase their unique
visions. With a commitment to supporting independent

voices, recent projects emphasize innovative short films
and feature productions that reflect the progressive spirit
of contemporary cinema. Past films such as No One There
and Hadath fe 2 Talaat Harb gained recognition, and the
company now looks ahead, championing diverse artistic
expressions and new waves of Egyptian and global cinema.

Ahmed Magdy
CEO
ahmed®@garageartproduction.com

Ahmed Magdy is an acclaimed Egyptian actor, filmmaker, and producer, known for his
commitment to independent cinema. He serves as a UNFPA ambassador and an EU
goodwill ambassador for the Water Project in Egypt. Magdy's directorial debut No One
There premiered at the 40 Cairo International Film Festival, earning international praise
at the Marrakech International Film Festival. He also produced Hadath fe 2 Talaat Harb,
directed by Magdy Ahmed Aly. With a background in law and theater, he won multiple
awards for his early short films. As a filmmaker and producer, Magdy remains dedicated
to creating bold, impactful stories that challenge conventional narratives in Arab cinema.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

GEMINI AFRICA
info@geminiafrica.com | 33020853

Gemini Africa is a leading enabler for startups and MSMEs,
providing a comprehensive range of investment and
financial options, untapped business opportunities, and
e innovative flagship programs. The organization focuses on
Gemini two thematic areas: social entrepreneurship and creative
U Africa industries, with a particular emphasis on empowering
women who aspire to make a significant impact on
economic development and enhancing the Egyptian
ecosystem.

Adly Thoma
Chairman/ CEO
adly.thoma®@geminiafrica.com

Adly Thoma is the visionary chairman and CEO of Gemini Africa, a startups and MSMEs
enabler that revolutionizes the Egyptian entrepreneurial ecosystem. Under his dynamic
leadership, Gemini Africa bridges the gap between entrepreneurs and the business
world, offering innovative investment models, untapped business opportunities, and
groundbreaking programs in social entrepreneurship and the creative industries. With a
special focus on empowering women, his mission is to drive economic empowerment and
develope the Egyptian ecosystem.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

HOLLYWOOD FILM
hollywood_adv@yahoo.com | 0122 4569590

Hollywood Film specializes in art, cinema production,
and distribution, producing diverse content for Arab and
Egyptian audiences through engaging, authentic projects.
Founded by Egyptian director Raafat Thomas, a graduate
of the Higher Institute of Cinema, the company has
extensive experience in media production, advertising, and
outdoor billboards.

Its first production, Kamla (2022), starring Injy Elmokkadem
and May ElGhety, premiered at major festivals and is now
streaming on Netflix. Hollywood Film also owns a vast
network of billboards that advertise international brands
and films. Currently, the company is developing new
projects both in Egypt and internationally.

Raafat Thomas
Director

hollywood_adv@yahoo.com

Raafat Thomas graduated from the High Cinema Institute in 1987, specializing in
animation. He is a member of the Egyptian Film Professionals Syndicate and the Egyptian
Cinema Industry Chamber, having directed numerous advertisements and music videos.
In the early 1990s, he founded Hollywood Advertising and Outdoor, which became one
of Egypt's leading advertising companies. Over the years, he expanded the company’s
activities to include various advertising fields. He also established Hollywood Films for
production and distribution, producing its first feature film, Kamla, which premiered
at the second Red Sea International Film Festival. The film was featured in the official
competition at the seventh Aswan Women's Film Festival and won awards for Best
Cinematography and Best Supporting Actress. The company looks forward to ambitious
artistic projects ahead.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

LAGOONIE FILM PRODUCTION
Ifproduction@lagoonie.group | 02 33383106 / 02 3383109

Founded by producer Shahinaz El Akkad in 2017, Lagoonie
Film Production is an Egyptian company that aims to
develop the film and TV industry in Egypt and the Arab
world. The company focuses on making and distributing
high-quality films and TV series that address fresh and
original topics. Lagoonie Film Production seeks to place

LAGOONIE Arab films and TV shows on the international map.
FILM PRODUCTION

Shahinaz El Akkad
CEO/ Producer
shahinaz.elakkad®@lagoonie.group

Shahinaz El Akkad is the CEO of Lagoonie Film Production, a leading film production
company in Egypt and the Middle East. She has produced award-winning films, including
Feathers, Amira, Huda's Salon, The Alleys, and Barra El Manhag. Additionally, she has
worked on commercially successful films such as Fare' Khebra, Ras El Sana, and A'az El
Weld, along with notable TV series including Ana Shahira Ana Elkha’en and Nemra Etnen.
El Akkad actively supports the Arab cinema industry by offering awards at prestigious
international film festivals, including Toronto, Venice, El Gouna, and Cairo. Her recent
works include Flight 404, directed by Hany Khalifa, and Nose and Three Eyes, directed by
Amir Ramses.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

MAD SOLUTIONS
info@mad-solutions.com | +2 02 2735 7937

MAD Solutions is the first Pan-Arab independent studio

7 and a fully integrated marketing and creative consultancy
AN N{/MRY for the Arab film and entertainment industry. The studio
operates under five key pillars: MAD Marketing, MAD
Mv n Content, MAD Distribution, MAD World, and MAD Celebrity.
SO LUTIONS Together, these pillars nurture an exciting new generation
mad-solutions.com of Arab filmmakers and entertainment talent.

Cairo - Abu Dhabi - Lisbon - New York

Alaa Karkouti
Co-founder

alaa.karkouti@mad-solutions.com

Alaa Karkouti is one of the most recognized figures in the Arab Cinema industry. Karkouti
is the CEO of MAD Solutions — the Arab World's most prolific distributor of Arab film
content — and co-founder of Arab Cinema Center, which is a platform that connects film
professionals around the globe to their Arab counterparts.

Maher Diab
Co-founder
maher.diab@mad-solutions.com

Maher Diab is the creative beating heart behind MAD Solutions, which he co-founded and
built into the Arab world’s leading distributor of Arabic film content with the help of his
skills as a visual artist and keen eye for storytelling. He is also the co-founder of the Arab
Cinema Center.

238



chilaivwll digall Gguw

jiuigylgw sla

info@mad-solutions.com | +2 02 2735 7937

Olods puly (358 Jhtuo 92393l Jsl s» MAD Solutions
a3l Lot dslia) dlelSia sy Eifysed dyylitl 75

duss 91552l sy MAD Solutions dlas T .dyy =] ANNTEREN

MADjy MAD Contents MAD Marketing :dwlul 3315, Mv n

dls MAD Celebrityy MAD Worldg Distribution $OLUTIONS

nglgfﬁyl&w@ﬁpggpdg&mé@»m mrTeemneen
g g 50

Cairo - Abu Dhabi - Lisbon - New York

LnigS)s <llc
(¢jlire puwga)
alaa.karkouti@mad-solutions.com

Bylo] pedome ey 5 el Ll slio & 8350 Cleastd) 551 aol 50 5SS e
LS anlshl Jids Y 315uis @35 Jlowe G L ye Su3lI &S,20) MAD Solutions &
Lolsil Ol cxdloind) alsins Aunta 352 50 el Lot 5550 3 oo b &

A Bl 2o

Qla jala
(¢jlire puwga)
maher.diab@mad-solutions.com

MAD &5 § sl nabl coate dsg (Sl § dimge Cibgy g pa OLS 90 OO yale
Jutss Y 3a5uds @35 oo § Loye 3051, &S, ruatd lgunsuls § Lo L3I Solutions
ploiad) ol e die b33 G &yl Lotaadl Sy & o b &1 LS alshl

(bl Bsdl o Lolgil) Gyl

239



CINEGOUNA MARKET

SARD
mailbox@sard-eg.com | +202 333 51757

Sard Writing Room was founded by Egyptian scriptwriter
Mariam Naoum in 2016 as a hub for creative content.
Sard aims to provide a stimulating artistic environment

for emerging writers, equipping them with the skills,
)/\/‘/ knowledge, and experience needed to enter the industry.
(VTP The organization also fosters inspiration, helping writers

develop their unique voices.

Mariam Naoum
= Screenwriter/ Founder/ CEO

m.naoum@sard-eg.com

Mariam Naoum is an Egyptian screenwriter who graduated with a bachelor's
degree in screenplay from the Higher Institute of Cinema. She is a leading
social scriptwriter whose work addresses the challenges faced by socially and
economically marginalized individuals, with a particular focus on women's issues.
Naoum is an award-winning writer with a strong background in various writing styles
across multiple platforms, including short and feature films, television programs,
documentary films, children's programs, advertisements, and television series. In 2016,
she founded Sard Writers’ Room, which aims to create scripts for both big and small
screens. The organization also offers grants to young screenwriters developing feature
films, providing mentorship from Sard’s team of experienced writers.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

SPECTOP
spectop2000@yahoo.fr | 00212661105004

Since its establishment in 1995, SPECTOP has specialized
in the fields of telecommunications and audiovisual
production. It is one of the leading companies in film and
television production in Morocco, having made a significant
SPECT P mark in the world of cinema and television through its
dedicated efforts and creativity. With a diverse range
of productions, including series, films, and TV shows,
SPECTOP has earned wide acclaim from both audiences
and critics alike. The company is known for its ability to
present captivating stories with high artistic and creative
dimensions, making it a trusted partner for major channels
such as 2M, SNRT, and Tamazight TV domestically, as well
as successful partnerships with international channels like
Al Jazeera and MBC Group.

Fatna Benkirane
Producer

fatnabenkirane@gmail.com

Fatna Benkirane is a visionary Moroccan producer, recognized for her commitment in
promoting Moroccan television and cinema on the international stage. From a young age,
shedevelopedapassionforstorytellingandvisualarts. Afterearningherdegreeinaudiovisual
studies, she began her career as a production manager on several local projects. She quickly
moved into production, shining a light on stories rooted in Moroccan culture and reality.
Over the years, she has produced acclaimed series and films. Her work has been praised
for its ability to capture the essence of Moroccan life while addressing universal themes.
Committed to promoting diversity and inclusion, Fatna Benkirane actively supports
young talents and women in the film industry. She is also involved in initiatives aimed at
developing the audiovisual sector in Morocco.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

SUDAN FILM FACTORY
info@sudanfilmfactory.com | +353 (1) 442 2943

Sudan Film Factory is a leading force in Sudanese cinema
and one of the foremost production houses since its
establishment nearly fifteen years ago in Khartoum.
Specializing in film production, it has contributed

E;’rﬁﬂ” numerous acclaimed works that gained global recognition.
Factory With strong collaborations across Egypt, the UK, Germany,

the Netherlands, Argentina, and Norway, the Sudan Film
Factory has produced films supported by the Doha Film
Institute, APPLE, World Cinema Fund, IDFA, Aflamuna,
AFAC, and others. Currently, it is focused on producing
a diverse array of short and feature-length films, both
documentary and narrative, while amplifying the presence
of independent African and Arab-speaking cinema on the
global stage.

W Talal Afifi

hq{ / Founder/ Managing Director
Al J;( talal@sudanfilmfactory.com

Talal Afifi is a prominent film curator and producer, dedicated to advancing Sudanese
cinema. Born in Hamburg, Germany, in 1976, he is the founder and managing director of the
Sudan Film Factory and president of the Sudan Independent Film Festival (SIFF). Afifi has
focused his careeron promoting independent films in Africa and Arab speaking countries.N
Since establishing the Sudan Film Factory in 2010, he has developed numerous films that
showcase Sudanese talent and stories. Afifi conducts workshops for aspiring filmmakers
and collaborates with international film forums to elevate Sudanese cinema on the global
stage.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

THE KNOWLEDGE HUB UNIVERSITIES | COVENTRY UNIVERSITY
admissions@tkh.edu.eg | 19940

The Knowledge Hub Universities (TKH) is a multidisciplinary

Eg][\m educational hub located in Egypt's New Administrative
The 'knwledge i Capital, established in 2019. Its s.tate—.olf—the—art campus
Universities hosts branches of world-class universities, each offering

programs in their areas of strength, providing an
intellectually stimulating and enriching global educational
\ experience as part of ElSewedy Education. By creating
Eﬁx,%pst@%ﬁ a dynamic educational atmosphere, TKH aims to offer
' students an exceptional learning experience and prepare
them for a future of global competitiveness. Coventry
University offers disciplines in Design and Media,
Engineering, Computing, Business, and Psychology.
Notably, the School of Design and Media's Film Production
program is representing TKH at this year's El Gouna Film

Festival.

partnered with
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

THE ROYAL FILM COMMISSION - JORDAN
rtd@film.jo | +962 6 4642266

The aim is to encourage Jordanians and people from
the MENA region to tell their stories, contributing to
cross-cultural understanding and enhancing freedom of
expression. In addition to offering film and TV training
- ) __ - and development programs, the goal is to position Jordan
PR R o as a prime location for international A/V productions.
The ROEAL EILM COMMISSIER] This includes providing great locations, creative resources,
technical assistance, local and foreign production support,
as well as financial incentives, including a cash rebate of

up to 25%.

Mohannad Al-Bakri
Ji Managing Director

mohannad.bakri@film.jo
Mohannad Al-Bakri has over two decades of experience in the Arab region’s creative
industries. He has served as managing director of the Royal Film Commission
(RFC) since July 2019. Before that, he was the director of external relations at
NYU, Abu Dhabi, managing partnerships and arts programs from 2015 to 2019.
From 2012 to 2015, he was the regional managing director of Luminus Media, developing
the SAE Institute in Jordan and expanding it to Saudi Arabia, Irag, and Libya. Al-Bakri
also worked at the RFC as the capacity building manager from 2007 to 2012, contributing

significantly to its training programs, and launching the Edu-Feature Program for
Jordanian films.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

THE SOUND OF EGYPT STUDIOS
info@thesoundofegypt.com | 01205213410

STUDIOS

The Sound of Egypt Studios is the Middle East’s first
audio branding agency, established in 2020 by renowned
voice-over artist Ahmed Zaher. With over 20 years of
industry experience, Zaher has shaped the audio landscape
by delivering tailored audio solutions across various
industries. Today, the agency offers voice-over recordings,
sound design, podcast production, and the largest voice-
over library in the region. Moreover, by understanding the
importance of auditory identity, it provides audio branding
services to entities and major brands. That's not all; it also
has its own music production department. All that and
more has made it the preferred choice for comprehensive
audio solutions.

Ahmed Zaher
CEO
zaher@thesoundofegypt.com

Ahmed Zaher, the voice-over artist and official voice of CBC since its launch, is also the
former executive director of MIX FM 87.8. He has proven his excellence in audio production
and has become one of the leading experts in this field. Zaher has worked as a voice-over
artist for various radio stations and served as the head of audio production for several
radio advertising companies, eventually specializing in establishing radio stations. With
a focus on developing voice character and identity, he has discovered and trained many of
today’s well-known voice-over artists. Zaher began his voice-over journey 20 years ago,
representing numerous global brands, including Porsche, Pepsi, X Factor, and Coke Studio.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

VICTORIA FILM
info@victoriafilm-egy.com | +20 120 3366 212

Victoria Film is an integrated production company
specialized in filmmaking. Since its establishment in 2017,
the main aim has been to distinguish itself through unique
and innovative work that reflects the artistic angle of life.

VICTORIA FILM The goal is to script, direct, and produce new ideas with a
distinctive voice while balancing quality and content. With
each film produced, the company addresses the need for
expressive, deep, and entertaining art that raises the bar
for today’'s viewers who seek relatable and influential
cinema.

Sherif Mohsen
Director/ Screenwriter/ Producer

sherif@victoriafilm-egy.com

Sherif Mohsen is an Egyptian director, screenwriter, producer, and pilot who
graduated in 2004 from the Faculty of Commerce and the EgyptAir Training
Academy. In 2007, he officially joined EgyptAir, where he continues to work. In
2014, he returned to his passion for cinema by studying filmmaking, and his
graduation project from the French University of Egypt included four short films.
In 2017, Sherif founded Victoria Film for film production, through which he has produced
several notable works, including the short film Light Blue (2019), the feature film A Day
in Cairo (2020), the documentary Echo (2021), and the feature film The Back Row (2023),
which marks his directorial debut.
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About Mosalsalat Screenwriters Lab

Mosalsalat Screenwriters Lab is an annual five-day series
script development lab aimed at independent Arab
screenwriters working on their first or second narrative
series projects. The lab will be held in Jordan from the 1st
until the 7th of May 2025.

The lab will start receiving applications for its upcoming
edition on:

November 14, 2024, until January 4, 2025.

f /filmjo X ffilmjordan filmjordan

@ wwwiilmjo & +9626464 2266 [ msl@film.jo About MSL
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This year, the CineGouna Emerge, is dedicated to young and emerging talents, evolved
from a single program into an umbrella encompassing all the festival's initiatives
supporting those talents. Such an expansion reaffirms GFF’s commitment to fostering the
next generation of filmmakers and creatives from Egypt, the Arab world, and Africa.

YT B

SaAWIRIS FOUNDATION

CineGouna Emerge Program aupgly dmwgo g

= drosos (...)

The flagship initiative of CineGouna Emerge invites hundreds of young filmmakers to
immerse themselves in the regional film industry during the festival. In partnership with
the Drosos Foundation, the European Union in Egypt, and the Sawiris Foundation for
Social Development, this program ensures access for emerging talents across the country,
reinforcing their commitment to empowering Egyptian youth. Selected participants
will engage in various festival activities, including panels, masterclasses, workshops,
screenings, and networking events.

CineGouna Emerge Program: SeeMe Track

The CineGouna Emerge program: SeeMe Track focuses on nurturing the next generation
of Egyptian acting talent. This initiative supports young and emerging Egyptian actors to
have unique opportunities to engage with industry professionals, enhance their skills, and
gain visibility in the film industry.

CineGouna Emerge: Mini-CineGouna

Launched during the GFF’'s 6% edition, Mini-CineGouna is an educational initiative
collaborating with schools in El Gouna to introduce young pupils to cinema. Through
specially curated screenings, the program fosters an early love for the arts, making
animation accessible and encouraging creativity among students.

This year, the Mini-CineGouna program will present two films for school children:
Children of the UAE

Directed by Aisha Al-Zaabi | Documentary Short | UAE | Arabic | 18 min

Flow

Directed by Gints Zilbalodis | Animation | France, Latvia, Belgium | 2024 | No Dialogue | 85 min
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CINEGOUNA EMERGE

CineGouna Emerge: Perspectives Program

The Perspectives Program aims to identify and support emerging photographers,
film critics, and media professionals. This initiative selects a cohort of young talents
who will cover El Gouna Film Festival. Participants will have exclusive access to panels,
masterclasses, and red-carpet events, and will contribute creative coverage through
articles, photographs, and video interviews, documenting and promoting the festival.

CineGouna Emerge: Rising Stars Program

The CineGouna Rising Stars program honors the next generation of Arab and North
African filmmakers. Inspired by El Gouna’s iconic star, the program selected 7 promising
filmmakers—comprising writers, directors, and producers—who have already made an
impact in their careers. They will attend the El Gouna Film Festival, gaining exclusive
opportunities to connect with industry professionals and advance their careers.

This year's Rising Stars are Dessil Mekhtigian (Egypt), Faris Alrjoob (Jordan), Leila Basma
(Lebanon), Michelle Keserwany (Lebanon), Mohammed Almughanni (Palestine), Noel
Keserwany (Lebanon), and Rasha Hosny (Egypt)

There will be two special screenings of their short films on 29.10.2024 at 7:00PM in the
Arena, and on 31.10.2024 at 8:30PM in the Arena.

Rising Stars
Leila Basma Mohammed
Lebanon Almughanni
Palestine

Faris Alrjoob Dessil Mekhtigian

Jordan Egypt
- Noel Keserwany Michelle Keserwany
- s Lebanon Lebanon

Rasha Hosny
Egypt

258



Lilgj aalip

PUT Jlaa wno (uoyinallg pllsil slaig guoljegigall (uygnall WS layns pand Ligj aalip
laa iy diaall pafuae &l oo daclg dlifiul dagar ggsial gall clilgi dnlug paacsg
bhapwg nilaipwll digall glajaa dihsil dnysll 1al ariig &L walgell go dcgada palipll
alylsog lpalrallg alilaill ella (s lay lajaall ga daliva allles jginl dipnn gajpar ggs)Litall
Jgnllg allsall pe glhyaall sl paihsi ggsjliall pawiw (Jilsall (uog .clpaall dalawl
-l 21g)illg glapmall Giigi cno acluy Lo &)gnall alllaallg duolpigigall

daclnil ualgall aalip

digall daai ga plallig .upll plsll clin ga paldll Juall claialll pand daclnll ualgall aalip
Jling a8Vl laipwll dclin ¢no Jidiwall pgai paisn guilaipull <Uga 2alipll (ny (drigay il
PRI (10 dyled Algha 1gaail gao (guaiiag grapiag gralde aaus Loy quaclg plloi glin 7 aalipll
digall glajaa jgnal dges Glaiiall deganall ada wnaliig .dclinll (nd Lyl gi dduphy Igaawig
Lo .pasyjlitag pawaily wysillg dclinll dya go Jolgill dpna gops pal alitw Gy andlaipull
uimall paijiua pghi e acluu

aaclnll ualgall

old

Szl puyld
QJ)S”

oS g
ol




)" Video Library offering
over 400 titles

- Co-production opportunities ~
and networking events

- Pitching Forum for euro- _
mediterranean co-productions |

- Industry Meetings with key
decision makers

- Workshops
- Industry Talks

D DOC MARKET
Sitges, Catalonia, Spain / 16-19 October 2025
www.medimed.org
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CINEGOUNA SHORTS

THE BAR GIRL

Yasser Naiem

Egypt | Arabic | 20 min

Abir finishes her shift as a waitress at a modest bar, she wears a headscarf and exits
through the back door. She hails a taxi to take her home before dawn. The driver, an elderly
man named Shawky, drives an old car, claiming to have modified the car’s engine to make
it fly and drive on water. At a police checkpoint, they pretend to be father and daughter
rushing to get medicine for her “feverish daughter." When their lie is exposed, they face

reprimand.

Director

Producer

264

Yasser Naiem is an Egyptian filmmaker and screenwriter since 2003, he has
worked in various roles—including producer, director, and screenwriter—on
documentaries and feature films that have been showcased at the Berlin
and Venice film festivals. He has also contributed to the development of
Egyptian cinema, participated in international workshops, and trained
filmmakers across Egypt.

Doaa Saber graduated from Cairo University’s Faculty of Arts and later
pursued an MBA. She has worked on CSR and renewable energy projects
across Africa, connecting with inspiring artists along the way. This
experience led her to co-found Green Beam Environmental Production
Consulting and join the Egyptian Producers Club, where she gained a
foundational understanding of film production.
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CINEGOUNA SHORTS

DEAD TIRED

Beshoy Youssef

Egypt | Arabic | 15 min

Ragya is a woman in her mid-30s living with her daughter in a cramped Cairo slum. Her
life takes a challenging turn when she is forced to exhume her estranged father's remains
due to cemetery clearances. Carrying the burden of his bones in her daughter's school bag,
she embarks on a difficult journey across Cairo to find a new resting place. Along the way,
Ragya faces many emotional and logistical obstacles, leading her to contemplate drastic
actions. Amidst the hardship, an unexpected moment of connection with her daughter
brings a glimmer of solace and healing.

Director
Beshoy Youssef, an Egyptian artist, followed his passion for storytelling
after graduating from the Faculty of Engineering. He developed skills in
graphic design, scriptwriting, and directing, with his works showcased at
various film festivals. He is currently a creative director at Spacetoon,and is
— working on his short film Dead Tired.
Producer

Ramy El Gabry is an award-winning producer with a degree in cinema.
His films have been recognized at festivals worldwide. He founded Divine
Touch Productions, focusing on innovative storytelling through various
forms of media, and has a keen interest in developing regional content.
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CINEGOUNA SHORTS

IN SUCH MOMENTS, WE CRY

Ahmed Sobhy

Egypt | Arabic | 17 min

Ali, a recovering addict, is compelled to take a job at an illegal chemical factory on the
outskirts of the city. The factory takes advantage of desperate workers who have few
other options. Pressured by his wife, who is desperate for financial stability, Ali starts
working in hazardous conditions. The toxic environment causes workers, including Ali, to
fallill due to constant exposure to dangerous chemicals. Despite his deteriorating health,
Ali’s pleas to leave are met with resistance from his wife, who fears the consequences.
As their financial situation worsens, Ali becomes trapped in a cycle of despair. Unable
to escape the grueling work and with no means to support his family, he turns back to a
world, he's been trying so hard to escape.

Director

Ahmed Sobhy, a Cairo-based director and producer, debuted with A Very
0Old Accident (2020). His latest short, Objects are Closer Than They Appear,
premiered at Clermont-Ferrand and had its MENA premiere at El Gouna
Film Festival. The film won multiple awards, including Best Film at
Manassat and Best Director at Zawya. AWYA.

Producer

| Marwa Tammam is an Egyptian producer and director who transitioned
into filmmaking after earning a degree in Pharmacy and a Master's degree
in Business Administration. She founded Patchwork, a Cairo-based film
production company. Her recent short film, Objects Are Closer Than They
Appear, was selected for the 45 Clermont-Ferrand Film Festival.
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CINEGOUNA SHORTS

THE LAST PERFORMANCE

Abanoub Nabil

Egypt | Arabic | 18 min

Yamam returns to the tightrope despite the illness affecting his vision, surprising the
circus workers and the audience during his daughter’s final performance. She has decided
to leave, viewing the circus as a profession for the poor to entertain the masses. Yet,
Yamam remains committed to the circus and his team, despite financial struggles and
the challenge of finding new land for their tent. The film explores the tight-knit family
of the circus world, where its arts are passed down through generations, preserving its
unique values and traditions. A world wherephysical disabilities offer a path to crafting
new complex identities behind vibrant costumes.

Director

Abanoub Nabil is an established filmmaker with a deep passion for
storytelling and a talent for creating visually captivating and emotionally
resonant films. He earned his degree from the Higher Institute of Cinemain
Cairo in Directing in 2016. His short film "The Tea Cart" (2015) has received
multiple awards, highlighting his ability to craft compelling narratives and
stunning visuals.

Producer

Ruba Atiyeh produced and directed feature documentaries for Al Jazeera
and other platforms, including Let Me Stand Alone and Salut Comrade. She
also made independent shorts like Juliette and Saadeh. Her work explores
familial anthropology, refugee camps, and personal identity, including her
auteur film A Home of One’s Own.
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CINEGOUNA SHORTS

THE LAST WISH

Hozifa Abd Elhalim

Egypt | Arabic | 16 min

A young boy discovers he can communicate with the dead, leading him on a surreal
journey with an unlikely companion: a dead man who just wants one last glimpse of the
sky before his final rest.

Director

Hozifa Abdelhalim wrote and directed several short films. His film
Searching for Three Thousand Egyptian Pounds was awarded Best Film at
the Zawya Festival and participated in numerous international festivals.

Producer

Noura Abd Elrahman is an award-winning filmmaker from Cairo and an
alumna of Talents Beirut '18 and Durban '20. She has received funding from
AFAC and the Doha Film Institute, as well as the IEFTA Award at Durban
FilmMart. Her films have been officially selected at various local and
international festivals, including those in Edinburgh, Marrakech, Lebanon,
Dubai, Sharjah, Cairo, Tunisia, and Saudi Arabia.
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CINEGOUNA SHORTS

LEMON TREES

Mariam Nasser

Egypt | Arabic | 13 min

An hour before Ghada, a thirty-year-old teacher, undergoes an abortion without her
husband’s knowledge, she gets trapped in the school bathroom with Fatma, a ten-year-
old student having her first period. During their attempts to open the door, Ghada and
Fatma’s relationship goes through several phases, through which Ghada experiences new
emotions.

Director
-~ Mariam Nasser is a filmmaker from Sohag decided a few years ago to leave
~her city to study directing at High Cinema Institute . Through this journey,
she is trying to tell the stories that matter to her. She has directed several
projects, the first of which is the film ( Private Number) , which premiered
at the Alexandria Short Film Festival this year.
Producer

Mohamed Gaber is a filmmaker from Nubaria, studying at High Cinema
Institute . He began his journey in filmmaking in 2020, discovering various
roles in the filmmaking process, such as directing, editing, and producing,
while trying to discover himself. He is currently working on his first
documentary film.
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CINEGOUNA SHORTS

A LITTLE 'ROSY' JOURNEY

Ahmed EL-Hawarey

Egypt | Arabic | 18 min

One day, Hassan accompanies his grandmother on her pilgrimage to the shrine of a
righteous man. As they travel, Hassan is astonished to see so many needy, sick, and
elderly people along the way, some pleadingly holding onto the shrine. Meanwhile, his
grandmother stands calmly among them. Hassan’s confusion by his surroundings is
further spiked by the next visit as he overhears his grandmother pleading to one of her
relatives to allow for her burial in their family plot, fearful of a public burial when her time
comes. And as the grandmother awaits her final wish to be fulfilled, Hassan witnesses a
different side of life, and that inspires him to make his very own first wish.

Director

- Ahmed EL-Hawarey is a director, writer, and film editor. In 2009, he
graduated from the Directing Department of the Cairo Higher Institute of
Cinema, with top honors. In 2023, his screenplay A Tale of a Feather and a
Fish received the Sawires Cultural Best Screenplay Award.

Producer

™ Hala Lotfy is a director, producer, and the founder of Hassala Films
- collective. She studied economics and political science before pursuing
filmmaking at the Cairo Film School, where she graduated with honors
in 1999. Lotfy directed more than 10 award winning shorts and feature
documentaries before directing and producing her feature fiction debut
Coming Forth by Day in 2012.
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YELLOW

Sherouk Helal

Egypt | Arabic | 20 min

After almost a decade away, Shwikar returns to claim her dying father's inheritance and
the share of her mother's estate whom she missed during her absence. In their mother’s
old kitchen, she encounters her estranged sister, Nadia, and their strained relationship
unfolds through absurd and competitive exchanges over a breakfast cake. As they argue
and critique each other's baking skills, their indirect conversation reveals deep-seated
emotions. The tension escalates when the kitchen ceiling collapses, uncovering a hidden
treasure. This revelation intensifies their conflict, forcing the sisters to confront their true
feelings. Ultimately, Shwikar realizes that what she truly desires is to mend her relationship
with Nadia, which has been deeply affected by the patriarchy that shaped their lives.

Director

Sherouk Helal is a multidisciplinary storyteller who began her cinematic
journey with the experimental short Once Upon a Time. That evolved later
into a self-portrait series and her first narrative short, Fuchsia. She is now
creating her second short, Ginger Cake, alongside developing her first
feature film.

N

Producer

Ahmed Elshebiny wrote, directed and produced two shorts "About
reconsidering my feelings towards my home" and "Roots". Beside working
as a line producer for the feature documentary "Where did Ramses go?",
Ahmed was as an assistant director in some feature and short films such
as Feathers and Certified Mail.
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May Odeh
Palestine
8398 (50
s

280

May Odeh is a Palestinian producer and filmmaker. Her most
recent feature as a producer, Hanging Gardens, premiered at the
2022 Venice Film Festival and won Best Film at the Red Sea Film
Festival. Odeh is also well-known for producing 200 Meters by
Ameen Nayfeh, a film that received over 30 awards worldwide and
was Jordan’s official submission for the Academy Awards for Best
International Feature Film.

In 2020, Odeh was named MENA Talent of the Year by Variety
Magazine. She is the founder of Odeh Films, a production company
dedicated to producing and distributing creative documentaries
and fiction films.

Recently, May Odeh, along with Zorana Musiki¢, founded Mayana
Films, based in Berlin and Munich. Mayana Films serves as a
hub for compelling stories within the framework of independent
international cinema.

Odeh curates and organizes various film programs, including the
Palestine Film Platform.
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Sameh Alaa is an Egyptian director, producer, and writer. His
short films Fifteen and I'm Afraid to Forget Your Face gained
international acclaim, with the latter winning the Palme d’Or at
Cannes—the first Egyptian film to do so. Sameh has served as a
jury member at festivals like Cannes and Cairo, while his films have
screened at major film festivals worldwide, including Toronto,
Locarno, and San Sebastian, and were showcased at MoMA and
the Venice Biennale. He is currently developing his first feature
film and working on an animated short.
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Sherif EIBendary
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Sherif EIBendary, born in Cairo in 1978, is an Egyptian director,
writer, and producer. He graduated from the Faculty of Applied
Arts in 2001 and from the High Institute of Cinema with a degree
in Directing in 2007, where he has been teaching since 2008.

He has directed several short films and documentaries, including
Rise and Shine (2007), Curfew (2011), and On the Road to
Downtown (2011), all of which have been showcased and awarded
at numerous local and international festivals. In 2014, his
internationally acclaimed short film Dry Hot Summer won the
Robert Bosch Award at the Berlinale. His first feature film, Ali, The
Goat and Ibrahim (2017), earned the Best Actor prize at the Dubai
International Film Festival.

That same year, EIBendary released The Brotherhood II, written
by the veteran screenwriter Wahid Hamed, a major historical
production with political dimensions that stirred considerable
controversy. He has also served as a jury member at various film
festivals.

Recently, Sherif EIBendary founded Africa Films, focusing on the
production of promising and emerging directors.
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CINEGOUNA SHORTS SCHEDULE

Wednesday 30th of October

TIME

9:30 - 10:00 AM

10:00 - 10:25 AM

10:30 - 10:55 AM

11:00 - 11:25 AM

11:30 - 11:55 PM

12:00 - 12:15 PM

12:20 - 12:45 PM

12:50 - 1:15 PM

1:20 - 1:45 PM

1:50 PM - 2:15 PM

2:20 - 2:55PM

3:00- 6:00 PM

6:00-7:00 PM

TITLE IN ENGLISH

Coffee Break

Dead Tired

A Little 'Rosy' Journey

Lemon Trees

In Such Moments, We Cry

Coffee Break

The Last Performance

The Last Wish

Yellow

The Bar Girl

Lunch Break

Jury Delibration

Happy Hour (The Smokery)

DIRECTOR

Beshoy Youssef

Ahmed El-Hawarey

Mariam Nasser

Ahmed Sobhy

Abanoub Nabil

Hozifa Abdelhalim

Sherouk Helal

Yasser Naeim

PRODUCER

Ramy El Gabry

Hala Lotfy

Mohamed Gaber

Marwa Tammam

Rouba Atiyeh

Noura Abd Elrahman

Ahmed Elshebiny

Doaa Saber

ALL PITCHES WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE FUNDING ROOM AT THE FESTIVAL PLAZA.
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CINEGOUNA SHORTS

At O West, we take immense pride in our continued support of the El Gouna Film Festival,
a celebration of cinematic creativity and cultural exchange. This year, we are especially
excited to announce that we have expanded our support by powering the festival’s newest
section, CineGouna Shorts. This initiative reflects our deep commitment to nurturing local
talent and offering a platform for filmmakers to showcase their craft.

Supporting the arts and culture scene is at the heart of what we do. We believe that
cinema holds a unique power—one that transcends borders, inspires change, and fosters
a sense of shared experience. Storytelling, through the lens of filmmakers, has the
potential to shape futures, challenge perspectives, and bring communities together. At O
West, we understand the value of these narratives, as they play a vital role in building a
more connected and engaged community.

By backing the El Gouna Film Festival and contributing to CineGouna Shorts, we aim to
cultivate an environment where creativity can flourish, and new voices can be heard. The
platform not only highlights the incredible talent within our region but also demonstrates
the significance of cinema in influencing cultural discourse and inspiring future
generations.

We are always happy to be part of such an esteemed event, and we remain dedicated to
supporting the growth of arts, encouraging innovative storytelling, and contributing to
the flourishing cultural landscape of Egypt. Together, we believe we can help pave the way
for a brighter, more inclusive future through the art of cinema.
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VISIT O WEST'S
IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE
AT THE FESTIVAL HUB

TRANSPORT YOURSELF TO THE WORLD OF O WEST
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ELGOUNAFILMFESTIVAL.COM





