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Dear Esteemed CineGouna Guests,

We are thrilled to welcome you to the 8th edition of CineGouna, the industry arm of the
El Gouna Film Festival (GFF). Through its wide range of activities, CineGouna upholds its
mission of empowering Arab filmmakers by offering opportunities for artistic mentorship
as well as financial support for their cinematic endeavors.

CineGouna’s two flagship programs, CineGouna Funding and CineGouna Forum, work
together to support filmmakers in their creative work. While CineGouna Funding,
GFF’s project development and co-production lab, offers filmmakers a top-notch
business environment, CineGouna Forum connects regional and international industry
professionals.

Invited industry professionals and filmmakers will participate in workshops, roundtable
discussions, panels, presentations, and masterclasses that deliver on CineGouna’s
promises of insightful discussions and learning opportunities.

For the third year, Clnegouna is enriched with two initiatives: CineGouna Market, a
workspace for both established and emerging voices in the Arab film industry, including
producers, distributors, sales agents, and VOD platforms; and CineGouna Emerge, a
program dedicated to students and first-time filmmakers, inviting them to participate in
and benefit from all festival activities.

CineGouna Emerge serves as an umbrella encompassing all of the festival's initiatives for
young and emerging talents. For this 8th edition, the flagship Emerge program returns
with 4 distinct tracks and 150 invited talents , including the launch of Take Two, for peer
mentors. Cinegouna Emerge also brings back its Rising Stars list, celebrating the rising
voices defining Arab cinema today.

Since 2023 the festival activities have been held in the Festival Plaza, an impressive
space that serves as a hub for gathering professionals, talents, and media for a vibrant
cinematic experience.

For this 8th edition, CineGouna Funding has selected 19 projects: 12 in development and
7 in post-production. These projects were carefully chosen from more than 290 eligible
submissions this year.

CineGouna Forum offers our guests and cinema lovers over 40 key opportunities for
discussion and learning, including 28 panels, 5 in-depth conversations and masterclasses,
7 pivotal sessions and workshops, bringing together decision-makers to discuss critical
topics shaping the film industry.

At CineGouna's closing ceremony, the winners will be awarded up to US $300,000 in cash
and service prizes, offered by the El Gouna Film Festival, its esteemed sponsors, and
distinguished partners.

We hope your stay in El Gouna will be both productive and enjoyable. Thank you for joining
us.

Sincerely,
The CineGouna Team
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A dynamic and visionary film production company based in Egypt,

specializing in delivering world-class cinematic, television, and digital

E2E content for local ond intemational markets. Flm Sguare quickly
%

THE VOICE OF HIND RAJAB ABO“ Foundled in 2016 and owned by producer Ahmed Badawy
. Directed and Written by Kaouther Ben Hanna L/? " " : .

established itself as a powerhouse in the Egyptian and Arab film industry..

T
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We are on the lookout for new talents in directing, screenwriting,
and cinematic storytelling to share their creativity and join our
team.

If you have the passion and gift, don’t hesitate to send a sample
of your work via email: info@blue-bee.tv

Selected candidates will have the chance to meet with
Mohammad Mashish and work closely with our team on
upcoming productions.

We want to hear from you!
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ABOUT CINEGOUNA

As the eighth edition of El Gouna Film Festival approaches, CineGouna is pleased to unveil
the highlights of its core programs, ensuring they remain a vital part of supporting regional
talent and fostering creativity in the film industry.

CineGouna Funding remains a key source of financial and artistic backing for Arab projects in
development and films in post-production. Selected projects will participate in a mentorship
program, and receive tailored one-on-one meetings, while also being eligible for cash and
in-kind awards.

CineGouna Forum will continue to provide professional development opportunities through
industry discussions, master classes, and workshops. The program will include a roundtable
for executives and policymakers addressing critical film industry challenges, along with the
“In Focus” panels offering diverse perspectives on pressing topics.

CineGouna Emerge is the umbrella for the GFF’s initiatives supporting young and emerging
filmmakers and film professionals—including the Emerge, See Me, and Perspectives
programs. This year, for the first time, we are also introducing Emerge: Take Two, a track
that brings past participants back as peer mentors. In addition, CineGouna Rising Stars
spotlights the new wave of Arab and African cinema, celebrating the most promising
filmmakers shaping its future.

CineGouna Market is envisioned as a dynamic, thriving hub positioned at the heart of the
festival plaza. More than just a networking venue, the Market is designed to bring together
professionals from all corners of the industry—fostering meaningful connections, business
opportunities, and cross-border collaboration. It invites production and distribution
companies, sales agencies, VOD platforms, festival programmers, industry organizations,
and institutions to showcase their latest line-ups, projects, services, and technologies.

CineGouna program activities will take place from October 17 to 23 this year.
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LIST OF CINEGOUNA FUNDING AWARDS 2025

- Cinegouna Platform Award US $15,000 in cash for a project in development.

- Cinegouna Platform Award US $15,000 in cash for a project in post-production.

- US $10,000 cash grant from Film Square.

- US $10,000 cash grant from Arab Radio and Television (ART). S9a—ie

- US $10,000 cash grant from Abou Ghaly Motors. ﬁb&jl
RED SEA

- US $10,000 cash grant from Blue Bee Productions. _

- US $10,000 cash grant from Sawiris Foundation for Social Development and Drosos Foundation.
- US $10,000 cash grant for two projects from the Red Sea Film Foundation.

- US $8,000 cash grant from Big Bang Studios. w
- US $5,000 cash grant from Rise Studios. o
- US $5,000 cash grant from New Century Productions.

- US $5,000 cash grant from Sard.

CENTURY

FPRODUCTION

- US $5,000 worth of script development by Mariam Naoum from Sard.

- US $50,000 as MG for sales and distribution for two projects from MAD Solutions.

- US $5,000 prize: an invitation for an Arab producer to attend the Rotterdam Film Lab, offered by the Arab
Cinema Centre.

- IEFTA with Torino Film Lab Award: securing a place in TFL Next 2025 for a project in development, covering B5TUDIOS
the participation fees EUR €1700.

- An invitation for an African project to attend the next edition of the Durban FilmMart.

- An invitation for a documentary project in development to participate in The Euro-Mediterranean o
Documentary Market (MediMed).

- An invitation to a French Film Festival from the French Embassy in Egypt / Institut Francais d’Egypte.

- A one-year membership in the Documentary Association of Europe (DAE).

- US $27,000 worth of post-production facilities from Bee Media Productions, presented to two projects.

- US $12,000 worth of post-production facilities from Big Bang Studios, presented to two projects.

- US $12,000 worth of full DCP package services from Shift Studios.

- US $12,000 worth of full promotion package services from Shift Studios.

- US $10,000 worth of sound services from Sound of Egypt. &Enl
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PROJECTS IN DEVELOPMENT

Animals
Country: Egypt
Director: Morad Mostafa

Malik, a young man in his twenties,

goes on the run with a strange, elusive
girl-haunted by a crime involving his twin
brother. As they travel across the cities

of Egypt, his human instincts begin to
unravel, giving way to something feral.

Asaa
Country: France
Director: Valentin Noujaim

At a Jesuit school in the Lebanese
mountains, Youssef is drawn into a secret
brotherhood. When his widowed mother
falls for a mysterious docker, his fragile
bond to faith, masculinity, and desire
unravels, spiraling toward betrayal and
tragedy.

Besso
Country: Iraq, Denmark
Director: Muslim Habeeb

After her friend’s suicide, Beeso finds
healing in boxing. As her two sisters join
her, the three girls face societal judgment,
family pressure, and personal dreams—
fighting not just in the ring, but for their
future in Irag.

Blue Card

Country: Sudan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia
Director: Mohammed Alomda

A guilt-ridden Sudanese refugee in Egypt
takes a demeaning job while awaiting
resettlement, but an unexpected bond
with an Egyptian street food vendor
pushes him to confront his past and
reshape his future.

26

pghill @hya cnd guylinall

dlilgan

Jaa:dlgall

wohnaalpae :ajaall

i e g Ol ] § Ol el
elsdll sl a3 dg sz oylhae - Laels

15 &) 03315 ¢ pas Clladlowe (o SRy
iy Gos jalad) Sl §

Lwi

Lwiyo :algall

i glills :apaall

gy JEn Ol bz § degun dupds §
L)) BWly s buisg &y o dsloz §
oial! bl T Jlesll (o sl oy
el § & ls Az lls Oledl omo 4
Blallly Blsd! J) dlogd

guy

jlaiall (Gl :dlgall

i plwa :aphall

G LBl guw 423 dgtiao o] dsy
Oladl) azls do] lalid s a5 deSYe
oy Ablell s rotll plSoT ML)
oo Ll cnusd Llondl § (S Y dpaseid)

3Ll & oplidtus Jo

i s

angsull gna (glagull :algall
Gaa<=ll xa00 :3j54all

deiy ¢ pan @ plomy LI Jaoma o 29
Bile oS by ols] Hlan] § digge dicks
dzlsy ] 42833 g pas Jgd @b zo ddgie 2o

s JSES w9 dpole

Disappeared

Country: France, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq
Director: Anas Zawahri

By memory and body, five Syrian women
live accompanied by ghosts of their
forcibly disappeared sons, each daily,

doing simple actions, to keep their
memory alive.

Four Tales of Love

Country: Egypt

Director: Maged Atta

Investigating the intertwined love stories
of his elder sisters, and how sociocultural
shifts shaped their romantic journeys,
Maged is trying to form his perception of
love through navigating the complexities
of romance in both past and present.

Gezira, On the Line
Country: Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Egypt
Director: Rana Matar

Taking turns with distance, two Sudanese
men labor in a Saudi horse stable, while
the war keeps the women they love
waiting for them in Sudan. Across the sea,
only voices can pass between them.

Holy Cow
Country: Morocco
Director: Asmae El Moudir

Unemployed truck driver's delivery mishap
leads to diplomatic chaos, public uproar,
and a revenge plot as justice proves
elusive.
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CINEGOUNA FUNDING PROJECTS & FILMS

| am Afraid to Meet You Someday
Country: Egypt
Director: Khaled Mansour

When Eman discovers that her life has been
built on lies, she embarks on a journey that
unravels the threads of three intertwined
souls: a daughter searching for her mother’s
truth, a mother killed for her freedom, and
an uncle who carries the secret.

Occupational Hazards
Country: Jordan, Palestine
Director: Bassel Ghandour

Occupational Hazards is a dark-comedy that
chronicles the experiences of a Palestinian
family in Jerusalem who navigate everyday
life under occupation and apartheid in wild
and unorthodox ways.

The Salt of the South

Country: Tunisia, France, Belgium,
Denmark, Qatar

Director: Rami Jarboui

Amidst the poisoned shores of North
Africa's largest chemical complex in
Gabeés, a tenacious clam harvester
battles a dying sea while her son risks a
treacherous journey to Europe, only to
discover exploitation knows no borders.

Your Turn, 203
Country: Lebanon, France
Director: Cynthia Sawma

Amidst financial collapse in Lebanon,
housewife Aida replies to a casting call
for extras to make ends meet. She gains
a carnival of new girlfriends and tests
an increasingly grumpy husband as she
redefines the limits Beirut society had
set for her.
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FILMS IN POST-PRODUCTION

American Dream: The Return of
Captain Kabonga

Country: Egypt, Saudi Arabia

Director: Amir EI-Shenawy

In Ismailia’s outskirts, with Egypt’s
economy in decline, Kabonga, a street
wrestler, struggles to revive his WWE-
inspired shows, once the pride of the
town, as challenges push him to believe
the ends justify the means.

Concrete Land
Country: Jordan, Palestine
Director: Asmahan Bkerat

An intimate look into the complex
dynamics of a Palestinian Bedouin family
and their pet sheep as they navigate the
increasing hostility they face from their
neighbors, as they struggle to hold on to
their lifestyle and tradition, under the
constant threat of eviction.

Halima

Country: Morocco

Director: Yassine El Idrissi

In a remote Rif village, Halima, 86, clings
to her crumbling home as the state seeks
to claim it, transforming her struggle

into a quiet act of resistance against
forgetting.

| am One of Them

Country: Poland, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Syria

Director: Nadim Suleiman

A Syrian filmmaker and a Polish
nationalist form an unlikely bond,

navigating friendship, identity, and the
tensions of a divided world.
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CINEGOUNA FUNDING PROJECTS & FILMS

Let’s Play Soldiers
Country: Yemen, Qatar, Norway, France
Director: Mariam Al-Dhubhani

In Yemen, four brothers come of age under
the shadow of war. Let’s Play Soldiers is

a lyrical portrait of trauma, memory, and
quiet resilience

Pipes
Country: Lebanon
Director: Karim Kassem

A retired water authority worker is under
pressure by the village to help bring back
the water while he mourns the death of
his migrant worker friend.

The North Wind
Country: Lebanon
Director: Eliane Raheb

A poetic meditation on endurance, The
North Wind follows Antoine, a healer who
"thinks like a mountain”, on a quest for
hope amid Lebanon'’s crisis, a journey that
embraces filmmaker Eliane.
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Ahmed Amer is a multidisciplinary filmmaker with more than
ten feature films to his credit, several of which premiered at
Venice, Cannes, and other major international festivals. Through
his company A. A. Films, he has recently expanded his focus on
production alongside writing and directing, with projects supported
by leading institutions. He has participated in Torino Film Lab,
EAVE, and Sundance, and contributes as a mentor and project
selector/reader for Torino Film Lab, the Red Sea Film Festival's
Souk and Aflamuna. His recent work includes producing 50 Meters
(CPH:DOX) and Hamlet from the Slums, he also co-wrote
My Father’s Scent, which premiered at the Warsaw Film Festival.
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Isona Passola, born in Barcelona in 1953, holds a degree in
Contemporary History from the Autonomous University of
Barcelona and is a film producer and director. In 1992, she
founded Massad’Or Produccions, through which she has produced
numerous films, documentaries, and television series, including
Les veus del catala (2008), Catalufia-Espanya (2009), and Pa
negre (2010), which won 9 Goya Awards and 11 Gaudi Awards. She
has served as a member of the National Council for Culture and
the Arts (CoNCA), president of APIMED, contributor to Catalunya
Radio, member of the City of Barcelona’s Cultural Council, and
president of the Catalan Film Academy. She has also taught film
adaptation at Ramon Llull University. In 2012, she received the
Lluis Carulla Honor Award and the Creu de Sant Jordi from the
Government of Catalonia.
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Morocco
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Lamia Chraibi is a Moroccan producer and the founder of La Prod
and Moon & Deal Films. Her work reflects a strong commitment
to diverse storytelling through international production and
co-production, without compromise or self-censorship. She
has collaborated with acclaimed filmmakers such as Oliver
Laxe, Hicham Lasri, Narjiss Nejjar, Balint Kenyeres, and Simone
Bitton, among others, fostering creativity and pushing narrative
boundaries. Lamia is a member of Film Independent, EAVE, and
the ACE Network, and she is also the founder of the Tamayouz
Foundation, an initiative dedicated to empowering women
in Morocco’s film industry through workshops, scholarships,
and mentorship programs, working to foster greater female
representation across the sector.
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Ayman El Amir is an Egyptian filmmaker and script consultant.
His latest work includes co-directing and producing, with Nada
Riyadh, the feature documentary The Brink of Dreams, which
premiered in Cannes’ Semaine de la Critique and won the L'CEil
d’or for Best Documentary at the 2024 Festival de Cannes. He
also produced the fiction film Fakh (The Trap), which screened in
Cannes’ Semaine de la Critique and at TIFF in 2019. He has worked
as a script consultant, a mentor and a jury for many labs, funds
and institutes including TorinoFilmLab, Cannes' La Fabrique, Doha
Film Institute, Idfa Bertha Fund, EAVE, Marrakech International
Film Festival Atlas Atelier, Cairo Film Festival, Full Circle Lab, Hot
Docs-Blue Ice Docs Fund, Netflix MENA and DW Academy.
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Brigid O’Shea is the director of the Documentary Association
of Europe (DAE) and a consultant supporting documentary
filmmakers worldwide in achieving their goals and full potential.
She previously worked in film festivals for more than a decade,
primarily at the Berlin International Film Festival and later at DOK
Leipzig, where she served as Head of Industry Programming. Her
consulting expertise includes festival strategy and building access
to partners and financiers. Based in Berlin, she also serves on the
boards of CIRCLE Women Doc Accelerator and Dokufest.
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Heba Othman is a distinguished Egyptian film editor renowned for
her contributions to Arab cinema. She graduated from the Higher
Institute of Cinema, Where she developed a meticulous approach
to storytelling through editing. Othman’s filmography includes
several notable works, among them Coming Forth by Day, You
Will Die at Twenty, The Burdened, Out of Order, Curfew, Goodbye
Julia, Thank You for Banking with Us, and the Egyptian feature
The Settlement, all of which have been showcased at major
international film festivals.
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Melissa Parry has been working as a freelance film editor since
2005, editing feature films, documentaries, wildlife films, artist’s
works, and series across both fiction and non-fiction genres.
In 2010, her creative contributions were recognized by her peers
with the honor of carrying the professional designation S.A.G.E.,
awarded by the South African Guild of Editors. She was nominated
for the Rolex Mentor and Protégé Arts Initiative in 2012 and has
received multiple international awards for her work. In 2022, Parry
was welcomed as an International Partner Member of American
Cinema Editors (ACE). She also participated as a panelist in the
ACE EditFest Global 2022 session Editing for the World and was
featured on the Global Editing Perspectives podcast released in
early 2025.
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ARAB FILMS
MAKING 2025 a %W

MAD FILMS FROM THIS YEAR'S BIGGEST FESTIVALS

guncance WHERE THE WIND COMES FROM
BY AMEL GUELLATY

300+ PROJECTS

A dynamic force in the world of Arab, African and Asian film financing, the

Red Sea Fund operates across four cycles, encompassing projects in stages - -
of development, production, and post-production. YUNAN TETES BRﬁLEE
BY AMEER BY MAJA AJML

Documentary, fiction, animation, episodic, shorts, and features, the Fund is . 3
looking out for flmmakers and the new exciting wave of films. FAKHER YDE ZELLA !

300+ Projects Supported | 130+ Co-productions | 230+ Festival Selections |

460+ Festival Awards | 2 Oscar Nominations | 8 Oscar Entries AISHA CAN'T PROMISED ONCE UPON
FLY AWAY SKY A TIME INGAZA

BY MORAD BY ERIGE BY TARZAN &

FUND CYCLES CALENDAR 2026 FESTIVAL DE CANNES (@] A : SEHIRI ARAB NASSE
GYGLEO1 GCYGLE 02 GYCLE 03 GYCLE 04 e . S

POST-PRODUCTION FUND PRODUCTION FUND DEVELOPMENT FUND POST-PRODUCTION FUND
Feb 6th - Feb 27th April th - April 21st June &th - June 21st August 6th - August 21st

THE VOICE OF COTTON MY FATHER

HIND RAJAB QUEEN AND QADDAFI
= BY KAOUTHER BY SUZANNAH BY JIHAN K
la Biennale di Venezia BEN HANIA MIRGHANI
TR TN
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2025

CineGouna Theater

Festival Plaza

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM

In Conversation with:
Menna Shalaby

Moderator: Karim El Shennawy

2025 (JgU1 i /pgisi 17 Geaall

12:00 PM

Youssef Chahine - Bab El Hadid
Exhibition Opening

12:30 PM

Celebrating 50 Years of Yousra
Exhibition Opening

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2025

CineGouna Theater

Forum Room

Island Stage
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11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
Gemini Cinematech Pitching
Competition - 5th Edition

Judges: Asser Yassin,
Nour El Nabbawy, Dina El Sherbiny,
Adly Thoma. Lana Sawiris

Moderator: Yasmina El Abd

2:00 PM - 3:30 PM

The New Media Age of Storytelling

Speakers: Lana Sawiris, Moon Baz,
Yusra Mardini

Moderator: Amira Salah Ahmed

In Conversation

42

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

The i of of Film Distril
Challenges, and Cinemas

Speakers: Jessica Khoury,
Marco Valerio Fusco, Ahmed Taema,

Moderator: Jana Wehbe

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM
Cinema for Integration: Stories
that Heal

Speakers: May El Ghetty,
Tamer Ashry, Ahmed Koura

Moderator: May Mazen

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM
Co-Productions: Building Big
Productions Across Borders

Speakers: Ahmed Amer, Ziad Srouji,
Sonja Henein, Ingrid Hogtun,
Mohamed Jastaniah

Moderator: Amjad Abu Alala

Panel Discussions

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM
Stories of Now: In Search of the
Untold Stories of Arab Entrepreneurs

Speakers: Karim EIShennawy, Tarek
El Ganainy, Sally Wally,
Engy EISabban, Rasha Tantawy

Moderator: Mohamed Bassiouny
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2025

CineGouna Theater Forum Room

Island Stage

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

In Conversation with Cate Blanchett Sawiris Screenplay Lab - Meet the
Moderator: Raya Abirached Projects

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Egyptian Industry On-Ward

Speakers: Abdel Reheem Kamal,
Ahmed Badawy, Mohammed Hefzy,
Shahinaz ElAkkad,

Ahmed Badawi

Moderator: Gamal Guemeih

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Journey with the Master - Youssef
Chahine: From Chahine’s Lens to
Their Own Worlds

Speakers: Férid Boughedir,

Daoud Aoulad-Syad, Gaby Khoury,
Youssra

Moderator: Ahmed Shawky

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025

CineGouna Theater Forum Room

Island Stage

Gpjall apua
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11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

In Conversation with Sherif Arafa
Moderator: Abbas Abu EIHassan

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM

Not Fiction Feature; Struggle of
Docs, Shorts and Animation

Speakers: Céline Roustan, Abd Allah
Dneiwar, Soleil Gharbieh, Hala Galal

Moderator: Sona Karapoghsayan

2:30 PM - 3:30 PM

In Conversation with: Youssra -
50 Years of Youssra
Moderator: Mohamed Omar

In Conversation Panel Discussions

a4

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM

The Green Frame: Crafting a
Sustainable Future, One Scene at
aTime

Speakers: Yassir Max Corpataux,
Muhammed Azhar Rauf,

Tawfik Laham

Moderator: Doaa Saber
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2025

CineGouna Theater

Forum Room

Island Stage

dpjall apua
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11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Film Criticism at FIPRESCI 100

Speakers: Ahmed Shawky,
Dubravka Lakic, Ola Salwa

Moderator: Mohammed Tarek

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Cinema & the Taste of Life: Food,
Art, and Social Responsibility
Mohsen Sarhan, Mohamed Ashour,
Laila Eloui, Amina Al Korey
Moderator: Hoda El Sherif

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Cinema Activating Tools for Humanity

Speakers: Hussein Fahmy,
H.E. Hamdan Musallam Al Mazrouei,
H.E. Hamad Obaid Al Zaabi, Youssra

Moderator: Sarah Bissada

11:00 AM -12:30 PM

Meet the Rising Stars; New Scene
Speakers: Yomna Khattab, Sarah Goher,
Sameh Alaa, Mariam Al-Dhubbani,
Valentin Noujaim, Amel Guellaty,
Yassmina Karajah

Moderator: Hayat Eljowaili

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Arab Producers Changing the Scene

Speakers: Rasha Hosny,
Karim Kassem, Muhammed Taymour,
Mohamed El Omda

Moderator: Andrew Mohsen

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

El-Podcasters with YouTube: The
Original Disruptor

Speaker: Tanya Khoury

<luwa 5:00 - 4:00
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5:30 PM - 6:30 PM

Empowering Adolescents On-Screen
and Beyond

Speakers: Marwa-Salah Abdou,
Yves Sassenrath, Dr. Nabil El Kot

Moderator: Yasmina El Abd
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2025

CineGouna Theater

Forum Room

Island Stage

dpjall apua
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11:00 AM - 12:30 PM
The Creation Process Powered by Al
Speaker: Ali Cheikhali

Facilitators: Farida Ragab and Dona
Emam

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

In Conversation with: Kaan Urgancioglu
Moderator: Sherif Nour EIDin

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM
The Art and Impact of Casting for
Foreign Roles

Speakers: Cassandra Han, Claudia
Blunt, Rosaline EIBay

Moderator: Gehad Hossam El Din

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

From Originals to Formats:
Bringing Arab productions to the
International Scene

Speakers: Anahita Kheder, Irmak
Yazim, Mariam Naoum, Mohamed
Mashish

Moderator: Ziad Srouji

1:00 PM - 2:30 PM

Collat ions and New Part
in the Media Industry

Speakers: Amin El Masry, Sarah
Bissada, Ahmed Tarek, Ahmed Abbas
Moderator: Lana Eljoundy

3:00 PM - 4:30 PM

Who Can Tell the Story?

Speakers: Melissa Parry , Heba
Othman, Abbas Fahdel

Moderator: Ayman El Amir

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2025

CineGouna Theater

Forum Room

4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

El-Podcasters with Yango Play: The
Bold New Comer

Speakers: Khalid Al Sargany & Joe Al
Khawand

<lura 5:00 - 4:00
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5:30 PM - 6:30 PM

Corporate Storycraft: When Business

Startegy Meets Cinematic Vision
Hisham Mahran, Karim Khedr,
Eng. Mohamed Abou Ghaly
Moderator: Ahmed Tarek

Island Stage
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12:00 PM - 1:30 PM

The Secret Recipe: Creating Songs
for Drama and Cinema with Menna
ElKiey and Ahmed Tarek Yehia

In Conversation

Panel Discussions

El Podcasters
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Meet the brains behind every BigBang

)

il IN CONVERSATIONS
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MENNA SHALABY

IN CONVERSATION WITH: MENNA SHALABY
CAREER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WINNER

MODERATED BY: KARIM EL SHENNAWY
Friday, 17 October 01:30 pm - 03:00 pm, CineGouna Theater

Recipient of the Career Achievement Award 2025, Menna Shalaby is one of the Arab
world’s most celebrated actresses. With a career that bridges cinema and television, she
has captivated audiences through daring roles and diverse performances. In this candid
conversation, Menna reflects on her artistic journey, her craft, and the choices that have
made her a defining voice in contemporary Arab storytelling and a role model for a new
generation of artists.

KARIM EL SHENNAWY

An award-winning visionary in Egyptian cinema, Karim El Shenawy wowed
critics with his debut feature Gunshot and kept audiences hooked with
acclaimed hit series like Qabeel, Khali Balak Men Zizi, and El Harsha El
Sabaa. Now with Blueprint, the company he co-founded, his latest passion
project Daye has already made its mark, captivating audiences with its
distinctive vision and emotional depth.
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CATE BLANCHETT

il S

IN CONVERSATION WITH CATE BLANCHETT

MODERATED BY: RAYA ABIRACHED
Sunday, 19 October 11:00 AM -12:00 PM, CineGouna Theater

Two-time Academy Award winner and UNHCR Global Goodwill Ambassador Cate
Blanchett joins acclaimed presenter Raya Abirached for an unmissable conversation on
her remarkable career and humanitarian work. From iconic roles in Elizabeth, Blue Jasmine,
and TAR to collaborations with world-renowned directors, Blanchett offers insights into
her creative process and her advocacy for “Cinema for Humanity.” An inspiring exchange on
artistry, advocacy, and the power of storytelling to transcend borders and ignite change.

RAYA ABIRACHED

Raya Abirached is a renowned Arab TV presenter, producer, and UNHCR
Goodwill Ambassador. Best known for Scoop with Raya and Arabs Got
Talent, she regularly interviews Hollywood stars and covers major film

. events. With voice roles in hit animations and partnerships with global
brands like Bvlgari, Raya is a leading figure, inspiring women across the
Arab world.
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IN CONVERSATIONS

SHERIF ARAFA
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IN CONVERSATION WITH SHERIF ARAFA

MODERATED BY: ABBAS ABO EL-HASSAN
Monday, 20 October 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Acclaimed Egyptian director Sherif Arafa has built a legacy of landmark works that balance
artistry, popular appeal, and incisive social commentary. This talk delves into his creative
process, charting his journey across career milestones and influential projects that helped
shape Egyptian cinema. Arafa reflects on storytelling, collaboration, and his vision for the
future of Arab filmmaking, offering audiences a rare insight into the mind of a master
director.

ABBAS ABOELHASSAN

Screenwriter, actor and a podcaster. has a degree in filmmaking at NYU . His
debut screenplay, the provocative long feature Ibrahim EI Abyad, followed
by the series Asia and a short film selected for the Cannes Film Festival.
His acting credits span over 23 films and series. In 2020, he founded and
hosted RWA Podcast, the first podcast ever launched in Egypt.
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YOUSRA

IN CONVERSATION WITH YOUSRA - 50 YEARS OF YOUSRA

MODERATED BY: MOHAMED OMAR
Monday, 20 October 02:30 PM - 03:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Marking five decades of an extraordinary career, this special conversation honors Youssra,
one of the Arab world’s most beloved and influential stars. From timeless film and
television roles to her enduring impact as a cultural icon, the session reflects on her
artistic journey, personal milestones, and her evolving relationship with audiences across
generations.

Guided by Mohamed Omar, the discussion offers an intimate look at Youssra's legacy, her
perspectives on the changing landscape of Arab cinema, and the power of art to inspire,
challenge, and connect.

MOHAMED OMAR

Mohamed Omar is the Strategic Partner Manager for Established Talents
at Meta Platforms, Inc., where he has spent almost seven years building
partnerships and driving creative collaboration across the Middle East and
North Africa. He works with many of the region’s most influential voices in
entertainment, from actors and musicians to culture carriers, helping them
tell stories that shape how the Arab world is seen and heard globally.
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KAAN URGANCIOGLU
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IN CONVERSATION WITH: KAAN URGANCIOGLU

MODERATED BY: SHERIF NOURELDIN
Wednesday, 22 October 01:00 PM - 02:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Beloved across Turkey and beyond, Kaan Urgancioglu has captivated global audiences
with his powerful performances in both television and film. From international hit series
to acclaimed feature roles, he has become one of the defining faces of contemporary
Turkish drama. In this conversation, Urgancioglu shares his artistic journey, the global rise
of Turkish storytelling, and how his craft continues to evolve for diverse audiences across
an ever-expanding international stage.

SHERIF NOURELDIN

Sherif Noureldin is a charismatic Egyptian media figure with over two
decades on TV, radio, and live stages. Renowned for hosting red carpets
at Cairo, El Gouna, and Red Sea Film Festivals, he captivates stars and
audiences alike, blending professionalism, charm, and energy into every
appearance.
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DISCOVER THE SONIC BRANDING AND FULL
AUDIO EXPERIENCE OF GFF AT OUR BOOTH
IN THE CINEGOUNA MARKET

PANELS
Julaill dlala




PANELS
GEMINI CINEMATECH PITCHING COMPRTITION- Gemini
5TH EDITION \J Africa

MODERATED BY: YASMINA EL ABD
Saturday 18 October, 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

The CinemaTech Pitching Competition spotlights entrepreneurs and startups introducing
innovative technological solutions for the film industry. Covering development,
production, post, and distribution, the competition provides a platform for ideas that
enhance workflows and audience experiences. Selected startups will pitch their projects
to a jury of industry experts, with the top three honored for their creative impact on the
filmmaking and content ecosystem.
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Moderator Bio

Yasmina El Abd is a multilingual actress
and singer known for her performances

in Daughters of Abdul-Rahman, Finding
Ola (Netflix), Sukkar, and Theodosia (HBO
Max). A rising star in the Arab world, she
recently won two Best Actress awards

for To Rima and awaits her lead role in
Midterm.

Panelists:

Adly Thoma

Adly Thoma is the Chairman and CEO of
Gemini Africa and Founder of CinemaTech.
A visionary leader in entrepreneurship,
arts, and innovation, he has pioneered
creative industry programs across Egypt
and Africa. With global experience in
project management, he continues to
empower startups and youth through
impactful partnerships and sustainable
development

Asser Yassin

Asser Yassin is a distinguished Egyptian
actor known for his intelligence, versatility,
and forward-thinking creative vision. A
mechanical engineering graduate from the
American University in Cairo, Asser merges
analytical precision with artistic depth. His
curiosity for innovation and storytelling
continues to shape his work and influence
contemporary Arab cinema.
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Dina ElSherbieny

Dina El-Sherbiny is a celebrated Egyptian
actress who began her career after
studying Mass Communication and
training in acting workshops. She rose to
fame with Hekayet Banat and Grand Hotel,
later earning wide acclaim for her roles in
Zay El Shams, Le’bet El Nesyan, and Kamel
El Adad, establishing herself as one of

the most prominent talents in Egyptian
television and cinema.

Lana Sawiris

Lana Sawiris is a creative visionary
leader shaping real estate, media, and
brand innovation. As Global CCO of

Ora Developers, CEO of Moniify, and
Founder of ELANA, she blends strategy
and creativity to build ventures that
influence culture, empower youth, and
inspire purpose-driven leadership across
industries.

Nour Nabawy

Nour EI-Nabawy is one of Egypt’s most
prominent actors, leaving a remarkable
mark in a short time. He gained
widespread recognition for his leading role
in El-Hareefa, one of the highest-grossing
films in Egyptian cinema history, and
El-Hareefa 2, along with the hit series Sit
Shohour.
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PANELS

THE NEW MEDIA AGE OF STORYTELLING

MODERATED BY: AMIRA SALAH ELDIN
Saturday 18 October, 02:00 PM - 03:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Cinema has long been the language of art and business, but new platforms are reshaping
how stories are told, shared, and consumed. The rise of digital tools has shifted power
dynamics, accelerated the pace of storytelling, and amplified the voices of youth and
creators across the globe. Today, stories not only reflect identity and culture, but also
embody entrepreneurship and redefine models of success. This panel explores these
transformations from three different perspectives, highlighting how innovation and new
media are changing the future of storytelling.

Moderator Bio Yusra Mardini

Amira Salah EIDin is a director, producer, Yusra Mardini is a Syrian Olympic

writer, and former journalist with over 20 swimmer, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador,
years of experience in the media space. and founder of the Yusra Mardini

She is the Managing Partner and Executive ~ Foundation. She is internationally
Producer of Womena, a feminist media recognized for her inspiring journey as an
company telling the stories of women in athlete and for her advocacy to support

and from the Arab world. and empower displaced communities

. around the world.
Panelists:

Moon Baz

Moon Baz is Director of Global
Partnerships for Middle East, Africa, and
Turkey at Meta, leading video and content
ecosystem collaborations. With over 18
years in media and strategy, she drives
growth for creators and publishers across
Meta platforms. She is trilingual and holds
degrees in Economics from the American
University of Beirut.

Lana Sawiris

Lana Sawiris is a creative visionary
leader shaping real estate, media, and
brand innovation. As Global CCO of

Ora Developers, CEO of Moniify, and
Founder of &LANA, she blends strategy
and creativity to build ventures that
influence culture, empower youth, and
inspire purpose-driven leadership across
industries.
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PANELS

THE BUSINESS OF FILM DISTRIBUTION: CHALLENGES,

AND CINEMAS

MODERATED BY: JANA WEHBE
Saturday, 18 October 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM, Forum Room

Distribution remains a critical gateway for Arab cinema’s visibility, both in traditional
cinemas and on global markets. This panel explores the challenges of circulation, shifting
audience tastes, and cultural perceptions across territories, while also examining risks and
opportunities in today’s fragmented landscape. Distributors and sales experts will share
strategies for maximizing reach, sustaining theatrical exhibition, and positioning Arab
films internationally through smart deal structures, market strategies, and long-term
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planning.

Moderator Bio

Jana is a filmmaker, educator, and
cultural advocate known for championing
authentic Arab storytelling. A producer
of award-winning films and co-founder
of The Attic, she has supported emerging
talent through Qumra and REEF. She was
recognized by AFAC-Netflix and Sony for
her impact in film and creative industries.

Panelists:

Jessica Khoury

Jessica Khoury is VP of Business Affairs
at Film Clinic, specializing in independent
Arab cinema. She previously worked

with Pacha Pictures, MC Distribution,
and Abbout Productions. An alumna of
the 2019 EAVE Producers Workshop and
2022 GMM Fellow, she brings extensive
experience in film distribution and
production.

Marco Valerio Fusco

Born in 1980, Marco Valerio grew up
immersed in the film industry and brings
over 20 years of experience. As a partner
at Intramovies, he heads Acquisitions
and Production. A graduate of the EAVE
Producers Workshop and a member of
both the EAVE Producers Network since
2017 and the European Film Academy,

he continues to play a key role in shaping
contemporary European cinema.
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Ahmed Taema

Arabia Pictures is your one-stop shop for
bringing creative visions to reality. We're

a creative boutique, following the IP's
diverse portfolio. We offer unique services,
from ideation and concept development
to project management and commercial
guidance. Additionally, we invest in local
and regional talent to elevate the industry
pan Arab.

Ivana Kirkbride

Ivana is a digital media investor and
creative executive who has led over $2B

in global media and tech investments.

She has held senior roles at leading
international companies and now serves
as Chief Strategy Officer at TBTM Studios.
Formerly Chief Content Officer at Verizon's
g090, her team earned over 90 award
nominations, including an Oscar for Dear
Basketball.
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PANELS
CINEMA FOR INTEGRATION: STORIES N 7,
THAT HEAL QIOM e

MODERATED BY: MAY MAZEN
Saturday, 18 October 01:00 PM - 2:30 PM, Forum Room

explores how filmmakers and international organizations can use storytelling to rebuild
what has been broken, promoting tolerance, coexistence, and compassion through art.

Panelists discuss how cinema can foster dialogue, inspire unity, and reimagine shared
humanity across cultures. It also examines how international organizations, the
international community and filmmakers can work together to pave the path for lasting
change through collaboration and collective vision.

Moderator Bio Ahmed Koura
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May has worked with multiple UN
agencies and government bodies. At
I0M Egypt for six years, she specialized
in child protection within the Protection
Division, led partnerships, contributed
and designed awareness campaigns, and
delivered training on diverse migration
topics to various stakeholders.

Ahmed Koura is an Egyptian film director.
Working primarily in advertising across
the MENA region. He is known for working
with top-tier advertising agencies and
brands. His recent collaboration with IOM
reflects his belief in the power of cinema
for humanity.
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Panelists:

May Elghety

May Elghety is an Egyptian actress and
activist known for impactful roles in E/
Kaserat, Kamla, and Cannes-selected
Clash (2016). A Goodwill Ambassador
for the EU on Water Conservation, she
advocates for social and environmental
causes and is expanding her career
internationally with Lee Cronin’s The
Mummy being released next year. .
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PANELS

CO-PRODUCTIONS: BUILDING BIG PRODUCTIONS ACROSS

BORDERS
MODERATED BY: AMJAD ABU ALALA

Saturday, 18 October, 03:00 PM -04:30 PM, Forum Room

Large-scale Arab films demand ambitious financing and complex partnerships. This panel
gathers leading industry figures to unpack the realities of cross-border co-productions,
exploring success stories and lessons learned. Speakers will discuss strategies for
navigating regulations, aligning diverse stakeholders, and designing sustainable models
that allow Arab cinema to flourish while competing on the global stage.

Moderator Bio

Amjad Abu Alala is a Sudanese director
and producer born in the UAE. His
debut feature You Will Die at Twenty
won Venice's Lion of the Future and
became Sudan’s first Oscar submission.
Through his company Station Films, he
has produced acclaimed works including
The Burdened, Captains of Zaatari, and
Goodbye Julia.

Panelists:

Ahmed Amer

Ahmed Amer is a multidisciplinary
filmmaker with over ten features,
including premieres at Cannes and Venice.
Through A.A. Films, he produces, writes,
and directs projects backed by major
institutions. He's an alum of Sundance,
TorinoFilmLab, and EAVE, and mentors
for Red Sea Souk, Aflamuna, and
TorinoFilmLab.

Ingrid Lill Hegtun

Ingrid Lill Hegtun, EAVE graduate, studied
film, philosophy, and business in Norway,
USA, and Italy After 16 years in Rome
working in the international film industry,
she is now based in Norway actively co-
producing films worldwide. Her films have
premiered at leading festivals like Venice,
Toronto, Sundance, Bussan, IFFR, IDFA.
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Sonja Henein

Sonja Heinen is the Managing Director
of European Film Promotion (EFP), a
pan-European network dedicated to
promoting European films and talent
worldwide. Previously, she headed the
Berlinale Co-Production Market and
co-managed the World Cinema Fund,
fostering international co-productions
and supporting films from developing

countries.

Ziad Srouji

Ziad is an executive producer and Senior
VP at Rise Studios, specializing in
business development. He previously
served as Director of Acquisition and
Original Production at OSN from 2016 to
2021, where he launched award-winning
originals and built strong relationships
with regional producers. Ziad holds a BA in
Business Marketing and an MBA in Media
Management, earning a Sigma Beta Delta
award in 2011.

Mohamed Jastaniah

Mohammad Jastaniah is a Saudi film
executive and creative strategist who
leads cycle management at the Red Sea
Fund. His work bridges talent, finance, and
global partnerships, championing films
that elevate Arab storytelling and position
Saudi Arabia as a rising cinematic force.
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PANELS

EGYPTIAN INDUSTRY ON-WARD

MODERATED BY: GAMAL GUEMEIH

Sunday 19 October, 01:00 PM - 2:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

The Egyptian film and television industry is undergoing major change, driven by economy,
legalities, shifting audience demands, new platforms and other factors. This panel
brings together Egyptian industry leaders and decision makers to debate how Egypt’s
screen industries can evolve while protecting their legacy. The conversation explores
opportunities, challenges, and visions for the future of one of the Arab world’s most

influential cultural landscapes.

Moderator Bio

Gamal Guemeih is a media investment
expert, a board member of Film clinic;
one of Egypt’s most renowned media
production and distribution companies,
and holds over 19 years of investment and
private equity experience in Egypt and the
MENA region. He is currently the Chief
Investment Officer of PFI; the investment
arm of Egypt Post, where he joined in
2022.

Panelists:

Mohamed Hefzy

Mohamed Hefzy is an Egyptian
screenwriter and producer, with a
filmography of more than 40 feature
films including acclaimed titles Clash
(2016), Sheikh Jackson (2017), Luxor
(2020), and Feathers (2021). He served as
a jury member in international festivals
including Sundance 2022 and the 75th
Venice International Film Festival.

Abdel Reheem Kamal

Abdel Rahim Kamal is an Egyptian writer,
screenwriter, and novelist who graduated
from the Screenwriting Department at

the Higher Institute of Cinema in 2000.
Among his most notable literary works are
the novels Death of the World, popularly
known as The Memoirs of Mahmoud
Chazala, and Sons of Hawra. He also wrote
the screenplays for acclaimed works such
as The Assassins and Ghamam’s Island. In
2024, he received the State Appreciation
Award for Excellence in Literature.
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Shahinaz El Akkad

Shahinaz El Akkad is the visionary

CEO of Lagoonie Group, encompassing
diverse ventures, including Lagoonie Film
Production, one of Egypt's pioneering
production houses. Renowned for her
exceptional leadership, Shahinaz has
made a lasting impact on the industry,
spearheading numerous acclaimed film
and TV projects that resonate across
Egypt and the region.

Ahmed Badawi

Mr. Ahmed Badawi is the Managing
Director of EFC, leading efforts to position
Egypt as a top filming destination. With
extensive experience in the film industry,
he has streamlined processes and fostered
collaborations that elevate Egypt’s profile
in global cinema.

Ahmed Badawy

An Egyptian film producer and founder

of Film Square, he has over twenty years
of expertise in film production. He has
produced and participated in the making
of numerous films that have garnered
both popular and critical acclaim, such as
Kira and El Gin, The Blue Elephant, Sons of
Rizk, and Beit El Ruby.
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PANELS

JOURNEY WITH THE MASTER - YOUSSEF CHAHINE: FROM

CHAHINE’S LENS TO THEIR OWN WORLDS

MODERATED BY: AHMED SHAWKY
Sunday 19 October, 03:00 PM - 04:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Youssef Chahine shaped generations of filmmakers who went on to build their own artistic
languages. In this session, acclaimed directors Yousry Nasrallah, Daoud Aoulad-Syad,
and Farid Boughdir reflect on their first films, their creative journeys, and the profound
influence of working alongside Chahine, a master whose vision continues to echo across
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Arab and world cinema.

Moderator Bio

Ahmed Shawky is an Egyptian film critic
and programmer, and currently serves

as President of both the International
Federation of Film Critics (FIPRESCI) and
the Egyptian Film Critics Association
(EFCA). He publishes weekly articles on
cinema and the entertainment industry
and has authored eight books on Egyptian
cinema. Shawky also heads CineGouna
Platform, the co-production platform of El
Gouna Film Festival.

Panelists:

Ferid Boughdir

A Tunisian director, writer, and historian,
he is best known for Halfaouine: Boy of
the Terraces, which won the Golden Tanit
at the Carthage Film Festival in 1990. A
professor and journalist, he documented
Arab and African cinema through
landmark films such as Caméra d’Afrique
(1983) and Caméra arabe (1987), both
screened at Cannes.

Daoud Aoulad-Syad

Daoud Aoulad-Syad, a Moroccan
filmmaker with a PhD in Physics, turned to
cinema after a 1989 La Fémis workshop.
His acclaimed films include Farewell
Forain (1998), Waiting for Pasolini (2007),
and The Blue Lake (2024), blending poetic
storytelling with social insight across Arab
and North African themes.
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Gaby Khoury

Gaby began his film production career in
1990 and has since produced numerous
acclaimed and commercially successful
films, documentaries, and TV series.

As Managing Director of MIF, he led

its transformation into a profitable,
integrated company and played a key
role in developing Egypt’s exhibition and
distribution infrastructure.

Yousra

Yousra, Egypt’s legendary actress, has
starred in landmark films since the 1970s,
earning more than 80 awards worldwide.
A luminary of Egyptian cinema and
television, she continues to inspire and
shape generations of artists. Named
among the World's 100 Most Powerful
Arab Women, Yousra is also a member of
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences (Oscars).
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SAWIRIS SCREENPLAY LAB: MEET THE ? y~~
PROJECTS SAWIRIS FOUNDATION SARD dmiys T

Sunday 19 October, 02:30 PM - 04:30 PM, Panel Room

In collaboration with the Sawiris Foundation for Social Development and Sard - Mariam
Naoum, this initiative expands on the Sawiris Cultural Award for feature film screenplays,
nurturing both emerging and established voices in Egyptian and Arab cinema. Five
selected participants will present their projects at the CineGouna Forum to producers,
broadcasters, and international platforms, taking a key step from script to screen.
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PANELS

NOT FICTION FEATURE; STRUGGLE OF DOCS,

SHORTS AND ANIMATION

MODERATED BY: SONA KARAPOGHSAYAN
Monday, 20 October, 01:30 PM - 03:00 PM, Panel Room

While fiction features dominate the spotlight, documentaries, shorts, and animation face
unique struggles in funding, visibility, and sustainability. This panel gathers key voices to
examine the opportunities and challenges of these formats, including festival strategies,
audience engagement, and long-term career building. The discussion highlights how
these forms expand Arab cinema and open new avenues for creative storytelling.

Moderator Bio

Sona Karapoghosyan is a Yerevan-based
film critic and programmer. Since 2017, she
has worked with the Golden Apricot IFF
and co-founded its industry platform of
the festival, GAIFF Pro. She programs film
events in Armenia and internationally. A
member of FIPRESCI, Sona is an alumna
of the Locarno Critics Academy and the
Critics Workshop at Lincoln Center.

Panelists:

Soleil Gharbieh

Soleil Gharbieh is an arts manager with
experience in film, music, and literature.
Since 2017, she has managed AFAC's film
and music programs, after roles in Cairo’s
music scene and Lebanon’s publishing
sector. She has served on international
film juries and panels, including IDFA, IDA,
and Cannes Docs.

Celine Roustan

Céline is a senior curator at Short of

the Week and Director of Programming

at Palm Springs ShortFest. She also
programs for various international
festivals and leads acquisitions at OUAT
Media. In addition, she serves on the Short
Films Competition selection committee
and coordinates the SFC Rendez-vous
Industry at the Festival de Cannes.
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AbdAllah Dnewar

Abdallah Dnewar is a Cairo-based Egyptian
filmmaker, producer, and screenwriter. He
produced the award-winning short film My
Brother, My Brother (2025), Dnewar heads
the Specials Branch at Zest Production,
developing short film screenplays, and
directed the “Eish” short film competition
at the Gouna Film Festival in 2024.

Hala Galal

Hala Galal is an award-winning Egyptian
director, screenwriter, and producer. She
has directed 18 films and produced more
than 15 others. A prominent advocate

for independent cinema, she co-founded
SEMAT, supporting and empowering
emerging filmmakers. She currently serves
as President of the Ismailia International
Film Festival and has served on the juries
of numerous film festivals.
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PANELS

FILM CRITICISM AT FIPRESCI 100

MODERATED BY: MOHAMED TAREK
Tuesday, 21 October, 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Marking 100 years of FIPRESCI, this panel reflects on the critical role of film criticism in
shaping cinema and supporting filmmakers. As audiences now engage through social
media and new platforms, critics are redefining their tools to remain relevant. The
discussion explores how criticism continues to influence audiences, impact industry
directions, and what defines meaningful criticism in today’s world of limitless reviews.
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Moderator Bio

Mohamed Tarek is a film critic and
programmer who works as the Artistic
Director of the Cairo International Film
Festival, Project Manager at the Jesuit/
El Nahda Association for Cultural

and Scientific Renaissance, and Lead
Programmer at Cinema Akil in Dubai. He
curates and designs film programs such
as Summer of Classics and Arab Cinema
Week, collaborates with the Durban
International Film Festival, and regularly
attends and participates in panels at
major festivals including Cannes and
Venice.

Panelists:

Ahmed Shawky

He is an Egyptian film critic and
programmer, and currently serves as
President of both the International
Federation of Film Critics (FIPRESCI) and
the Egyptian Film Critics Association
(EFCA). He publishes weekly articles on
cinema and the entertainment industry
and has authored eight books on Egyptian
cinema. Shawky also heads CineGouna
Platform, the co-production platform of El
Gouna Film Festival.
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Ola Salwa

Ola Salwa is a Polish film critic and
journalist with 23 years of experience. Her
articles have appeared in leading Polish
magazines such as Przekrdj, Polityka,
Film, and Kino. She serves as the Polish
correspondent for Cineuropa, Head of
Industry at the Polish Film Festival, and is
a member of FIPRESCI and EFA.

Dubravka Laki¢

Dubravka Laki¢ is a Serbian film critic
for Politika since 1989 and a member of
EFA, FEDEORA, FIPRESCI, and a Golden
Globe voter. She has served on juries at
major international festivals and curated
key Serbian film events, earning national
honors and authoring several books on
cinema.
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CINEMA & THE TASTE OF LIFE: FOOD, ART, AND SOCIAL

RESPONSIBILITY

MODERATED BY: HODA EL-SHERIF
Tuesday, 21 October, 01:00 PM - 02:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Food has always been more than nourishment, it's pleasure, culture, and identity. Cinema,
in turn, has mastered portraying food as a poetic and emotional symbol that binds stories
and people together. As the world faces growing challenges of food waste and scarcity,
this panel explores how filmmakers and artists use storytelling to shed light on these
issues. It celebrates cinema’s ability to merge art with social responsibility, inspiring
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empathy, awareness, and action through the universal language of food.

Moderator Bio

Hoda El-Sherif is a visionary in food
storytelling and the founder of Flavor
Republic, the region’s first food-focused
digital content studio. With 20+ years of
global collaborations, she blends culinary
innovation with cultural expression. Her
latest venture, Cairo Food Week, builds
on this legacy, redefining how food, art,
and storytelling intersect in immersive,
impactful ways.

Panelists:

Laila Eloui

Laila Eloui, one of Egypt’s most celebrated
actresses, has starred in over 70 films,

18 TV series, and 9 plays. A producer

and cultural icon, she’s renowned for her
collaborations with legends like Youssef
Chahine, advocacy for social change, and
humanitarian work as a UNESCO envoy
and international jury president.

Mohamed Ashour

With over 20 years in hospitality and
tourism, Mohamed Ashour has been

key to El Gouna'’s growth as a vibrant,
sustainable Red Sea destination. He
blends strategic vision with community-
focused experiences, curating diverse
F&B concepts and championing eco-
friendly initiatives that align tourism with
culture, connection, and environmental
responsibility.
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Mohsen Sarhan

Mohsen Sarhan is the Chief Executive
Officer of the Egyptian Food Bank. Under
his leadership, the bank is now one of
the world’s largest and most impactful
nonprofits, serving nearly 400 million
meals every year. A multi-award-winning
executive and published author, he holds
graduate degrees from Harvard Kennedy
School and the American University in
Cairo. His work has been featured on
most major news outlets including CNN’s
Amanpour, BBC, CNBC, and France 24.

Amina Al Korey

Amina Al Korey is a communications
expert with over 20 years of experience

in development. As the World Food
Programme (WFP) Egypt’s spokesperson,
she leads advocacy efforts, elevates food
security discourse, and champions the
WFP’s mission. She is on the frontlines
when emergencies hit, driving impactful
messaging and partnerships that amplify
WFP’s impact on the ground.
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PANELS
CINEMA ACTIVATING TOOLS Far
FOR HUMANITY sk

Db

Julaill alals

duilwill Ju=ail &1aiS Laiuwll

MODERATED BY: SARAH BISSADA
Tuesday, 21 October, 03:00 PM - 04:30 PM, CmeGouna Theater

This panel explores how cinema and drama, whether through films or institutional
initiatives, can become powerful activators for Cinema for Humanity. The session
emphasizes how storytelling tools, scripted drama, cinematic narratives, and cultural
projects, can move beyond entertainment to mobilize support for social causes, global
cooperation, and pathways toward a better world. The panel begins with a short film
screening that reflects the human spirit of resilience and empathy. This will start a dynamic
discussion where leaders from culture, business, governance, and global philanthropy
share perspectives on how their institutions engage with drama as a tool for impact.
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Moderator Bio

Sarah Bissada is the Deputy Executive
Director of El Gouna Film Festival,
previously holding the same role at

Cairo International Film Festival.

With a background in multinationals

and cultural institutions, she blends
commercial strategy with cultural insight,
bringing extensive expertise in festival
management and a unique multicultural
perspective to the film industry.

Panelists:

Youssra

Yousra, Egypt’s legendary actress, has
starred in landmark films since the 1970s,
earning more than 80 awards worldwide.
A luminary of Egyptian cinema and
television, she continues to inspire and
shape generations of artists. Named
among the World's 100 Most Powerful
Arab Women, Yousra is also a member of
the Academy of Mation Picture Arts and
Sciences (Oscars).

Hussein Fahmy

Hussein Fahmy is a renowned Egyptian
actor, born in 1940. A graduate of the
Higher Institute of Cinema, he studied
directing in the United States. Known for
his versatile performances in romantic and
dramatic roles, he has appeared in over
100 films and TV series. He also serves as
President of the Cairo International Film
Festival.
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H.E. Hamad Obaid Al Zaabi

H.E. Alzaabi has served the UAE's Ministry
of Foreign Affairs for two decades,
including as Ambassador to Pakistan, as a
member of the UAE’s Permanent mission
to the UN, and as a member of the UAE's
mission in France. H.E. Alzaabi became
the UAE’s Ambassador to Egypt earlier
this year.

H.E. Hamdan Musallam Al Mazrouei

His Excellency Dr. Hamdan Al Mazrouei
holds a PhD with distinction and serves as
Chairman of the Emirates Red Crescent.
He has held academic and ministerial
positions, participated in international
humanitarian missions, and received
numerous honors, including Egypt’s Medal
of Science and Arts.
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PANELS

MEET THE RISING STARS: NEW SCENE

MODERATED BY: HAYAT EL JOWAILI

Tuesday, 21 October, 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM , Forum Room

This panel shines a spotlight on the new wave of Arab filmmakers shaping cinema’s future.
As part of the CineGouna Emerge Program, the panel celebrates emerging voices who are
creating fresh narratives, pushing boundaries, and inspiring audiences. It highlights how
their work is redefining Arab storytelling and cultivating the next generation of cinematic

innovators.

Moderator Bio

Hayat Aljowaily is an Egyptian filmmaker,
producer, and programmer. Her shorts
have screened at a dozen festivals around
the world. Whether working on the Marvel
series Moon Knight or producing through
her Paris-based label Le Hangar, Hayat
delves into themes such as migration, and
identity. Hayat founded Kalam Aflam, an
initiative that promotes emerging MENA
artists, and heads CineGouna Emerge at El
Gouna Film Festival.

Panelists:

Yomna Khattab

Yomna is a Cairo-based filmmaker
whose feature script Rokaya won the
2018 Sawiris Cultural Prize. Her debut
documentary 50 Meters premiered at
CPH:DOX 2025. She has written for
Netflix's Echoes From the Past and
manages the Jesuit Film School in Upper
Egypt while developing her second
documentary, | Have Other Friends.
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Mariam Al-Dhubbani

Mariam Al-Dhubhani is an award-winning
Yemeni-Russian filmmaker, curator, and
educator whose work amplifies human
stories from conflict regions. A two-time
TEDx speaker and VR pioneer recognized
internationally, she has mentored
filmmakers across the MENA region and
is completing her feature debut, Let’s Play
Soldiers, showcased at IDFA, Cannes, and
Venice.

Yassmina Karajah

Yassmina Karajah is a Jordanian-
Palestinian writer-director whose films
have screened at TIFF, AFI Fest, and
MoMA's New Directors/New Films. Her
short, Rupture (2018) won Slamdance’s
Grand Jury Prize and was acquired by
The Criterion Channel. Her latest short,
Ambush (2025) premiered at TIFF. She
is developing her debut feature set in
Amman.
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PANELS

Sameh Alaa

Sameh Alaa is an Egyptian filmmaker
based between Brussels and Cairo. His
acclaimed short Fifteen premiered at TIFF
2017, winning multiple awards. In 2020, his
film | Am Afraid to Forget Your Face won
the Palme d’Or at Cannes. He is currently
developing his debut feature film.

Sarah Goher

Sarah Goher is an Egyptian-American
filmmaker from the South Bronx and an
alumna of NYU Tisch. She worked on Cairo
678, Clash, Amira, and Marvel Studios’
Moon Knight. Her directorial debut, Happy
Birthday, premiered at the 2025 Tribeca
Festival, winning Best International
Feature, Best Screenplay, and the Nora
Ephron Award.

Amel Guellaty

Amel Guellaty is a Tunisian director,
screenwriter, and photographer. Her debut
short Black Mamba (2017) screened at
over 60 festivals, winning 20 awards
before being acquired by Canal+. Her
second short Chitana (2022) also gained
international acclaim. Her debut feature
Where the Wind Comes From premiered at
Sundance 2025
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Valentin Noujaim

Valentin Noujaim, born in 1991, is a
Franco-Lebanese filmmaker based
between Paris and Athens. He is the
author of the La Défense trilogy, and his
films and installations explore themes of
collapse and urban hauntology through
both 16mm and digital formats. His work
has been presented at major international
venues and festivals, including the
Museum of Modern Art (MoMA),
CPH:DOX, and the International Film
Festival Rotterdam (IFFR). He is currently
developing his first feature film, Asaa.
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PANELS

ARAB PRODUCERS CHANGING THE SCENE

MODERATED BY: ANDREW MOHSEN

Tuesday, 21 October, 03:00 PM - 04:30 PM, Forum Room

A new generation of Arab and Egyptian producers is reshaping the industry, driving
projects from concept to screen with fresh energy and vision. This case study explores
how they navigate development, financing, production, and distribution while building
communities and networks that empower emerging talent. The discussion offers practical
insights into how these producers are creating new waves of change and redefining the

future of Arab cinema.

Moderator Bio

Andrew Mohsen is the Head of
Programming at El Gouna Film Festival.
He began his career as a film critic in 2015
before joining the Cairo International Film
Festival in 2016, where he later served

as Artistic Director in 2021. Mohsen also
works as a programming consultant for
several international festivals, including
Interaction in Serbia, and has served on
juries for CPH:DOX, the Tangier National
Film Festival, and TorinoFilmLab.

Panelists:

Mohammed Alomda

Mohammed Alomda is a Sudanese
director and producer with over 10 years of
experience. He co-founded StationFilms,
which produced You Will Die at Twenty

by Amjad Abu Alala (Venice, Lion of the
Future Award). His works include My
Girlfriend by Kawthar Younis (Venice
Shorts, 2022), The Burdened by Amr
Gamal (Berlinale, 2023), and Goodbye Julia
by Mohamed Kordofani (Cannes, Freedom
Award, 2023). He is currently developing
his first feature, Blue Card, about a
Sudanese refugee in Cairo.
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Muhammed Taymour

An Egyptian film producer, he produced
the short film | Am Afraid to Forget Your
Face in 2020, which won the Palme d'Or at
the Cannes Film Festival. In 2021, Taymour
founded the Egyptian Film Producers
initiative to support and educate emerging
producers. He currently serves as the
Short Film Programmer at El Gouna Film
Festival.

Rasha Hosny

Rasha Hosny is an Egyptian film

producer, programmer, and script editor.
She programs for Cairo and Tribeca film
festivals. Her debut feature Seeking Haven
for Mr. Rambo premiered at Venice and
won multiple awards. She’s a former
Golden Globe voter, Torino Film Lab
ambassador, and FIPRESCI juror at major
festivals.

Karim Kassem

Karim Kassem is an award-winning
Lebanese filmmaker and cinematographer.
Within just five years, he directed Only

the Winds (2020), Octopus (2021), Thiiird
(2023), Moondove (2024), and Pipes
(2025). He is currently working on his sixth
film, This One’s Different.
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PANELS

THE CREATION PROCESS POWERED BY Al

FACILITATORS: FARIDA RAGAB, DONA EMAM
Wednesday, 22 October, 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Google bringing to CineGouna Forum how artificial intelligence is reshaping creativity and
production, this session examines the evolution of the creator economy and the growing
influence of Al on artistic and media workflows. Through live demos and an interactive
discussion, the panel invites audiences to reflect on how technology is redefining
storytelling, collaboration, and the creative process itself.

Presentors

Farida Ragab

Farida Ragab, Program Curator at
CubitCode and actress, fuses theater,
economics, and law to craft innovative,
cross-industry experiences. AUC graduate
and performer in projects like Leh La’ and
Crash to Fly, she bridges art and strategy—
designing programs that inspire, connect,
and redefine creativity across technology,
media, and culture.

Dona Emam

Dona Emam, actress and content curator
at CubitCode, is a rising creative force in
Egypt’s entertainment scene. Known for
El Hareefa 2 and Rivo, she bridges acting
and digital storytelling—crafting narratives
that engage youth and shape cultural
dialogue across the region through media,
branding, and innovative content curation.
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Panelists:

Ali Cheikhali

Ali Cheikhali is an award-winning creative
strategist and Al leader shaping MENA's
creative future. Named among the world’s
top planners, he judged Cannes Lions,
taught at Miami Ad School, and launched
the first Al-generated Arabic film. At
Google, he pioneers Al strategies giving
MENA a bold, global creative edge.
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PANELS

THE ART AND IMPACT OF CASTING FOR FOREIGN ROLES

MODERATED BY: GEHAD HOSSAM EL-DIN
Wednesday, 22 October, 03:00 PM - 04:30 PM, CineGouna Theater

Casting decisions define a film’s artistic vision and global reach. This panel brings together
international casting directors and Arab talents who have broken into global screens to
discuss best practices, union standards, and the difference between casting and talent
representation. The conversation highlights success stories while exploring how casting
can foster inclusivity, expand opportunities, and strengthen Arab actors’ visibility

worldwide.

Moderator Bio

Gehad is a versatile Egyptian actress
recognized for her performances in Saffah
El Giza, Happy Birthday, Bedoun Sabgq
Inzar, Bein El Sotour, Ela Al Talag, The
Goat, Shamareekh, Farg Khibrah, and
Zolm El Mastaba. Trained across Egypt,
France, Spain, Germany, and Turkey, she
brings an international sensibility to her
craft, portraying complex characters with
depth and authenticity. Gehad is fluent
in Arabic, English, and French, and has
intermediate proficiency in Turkish.

Panelists:

Cassandra Han

Cassandra Han is a European casting
director known for bold international
ensembles. Most recently, she cast

The Weight starring Ethan Hawke and
Russell Crowe. Her Italian casting credits
include James Mangold'’s Ford v Ferrari
and Terrence Malick’s A Hidden Life. She
also works extensively in Germany, with
numerous Netflix and Amazon projects in
addition to Samia (Tribeca 2024 Special
Jury Mention).
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Claudia Blunt

Claudia Blunt is a London-based Casting
Director and serves as Secretary of the
Casting Society’s Global Chapter Board.
Her recent credits include ITVX's The
Effects of Lying and Sky's Bonus Track,
which was selected for Cannes Great8,
premiered at the BFI London Film
Festival, and earned her a longlisting
for the BIFA Award for Best Casting.

Her previous clients include HBO, Fox
Searchlight, Sky Atlantic, Amazon, Canal+,
Netflix, Paramount, Starz, Sony Pictures
Television, the BBC, and Disney+.

Rosaline Elbay

Rosaline Elbay began her career in UK
theater before expanding her work across
stage, film, and television in the United
States, the United Kingdom, and Egypt.
Her recent roles include Nora in The
Diplomat, Judy in Kaleidoscope, Amani

in Ramy, and Sara in Qabeel. She trained
at Oxford University, the London School
of Economics, the Actors Studio, and
LAMDA.
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PANELS

FROM ORIGINALS TO FORMATS: BRINGING ARAB

PRODUCTIONS TO THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE

MODERATED BY: ZIAD SROUJI
Wednesday, 22 October, 11:00 AM -12:30 PM , Forum Room

Television formats have revolutionized how content travels across borders, creating global
hits while allowing each market to adapt and localize. This panel gathers industry leaders
to examine how the Arab world can harness the format model, from understanding
creation and licensing to tailoring global practices for local audiences, and ultimately
shifting from buying international formats to exporting original Arab ones. By bridging
creative and business strategies, the discussion explores how producers, broadcasters,
and streamers can turn regional stories into globally marketable content.

Moderator Bio Irmak Yazim

Ziad is an executive producer and Senior Irmak Yazim is Managing Director

VP at Rise Studios, specializing in and Executive Producer at 03 Medya
business development. He previously Productions (KSA), with 20 years in film
served as Director of Acquisition and and TV. She’s worked on major projects
Original Production at OSN from 2016 to like The Protector and Késem Sultan, and
2021, where he launched award-winning now oversees Arabic-language productions
originals and built strong relationships across Saudi Arabia and the MENA region

with regional producers. Ziad holds aBAin  for 03 Medya.
Business MarI(etlng and an MBA in Media Mohamed Mashish
Management, earning a Sigma Beta Delta

award in 2011. Mashish, founder of BlueBee Productions,
. has over 25 years of experience in
Panelists: entertainment and media with an eye

for relevant, impactful storytelling in the

Mariam Naoum Middle East. He has led acclaimed projects

Egyptian screenwriter Mariam Naoum including Grand Hotel, the first Arabic
tackles social issues in award-winning series on Netflix, demonstrating expertise
films, empowering marginalized voices, in creative development, production
especially women. Her diverse portfolio leadership, and talent coordination.

spans children's programs, commercials,
and feature films. A Higher Institute of
Cinema graduate, Mariam's influence
extends beyond the screen. In 2016, she
founded Sard Writers' Room, nurturing
the next generation of storytellers.
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PANELS

COLLABORATIONS AND NEW PARTNERSHIPS IN THE MEDIA

INDUSTRY

MODERATED BY: LANA AL JUNDI
Wednesday, 22 October, 01:00 PM - 02:30 PM, Forum Room

Collaboration has become the driving force behind the industry’s evolution. This panel
explores how partnerships between traditional production schools and new initiatives,
companies and new minds are reshaping storytelling, financing, and audience engagement.
From television networks, film studios to digital content creators, film festivals, and
streaming platforms, these alliances are redefining business models, expanding creative
possibilities, and building a more connected, sustainable media ecosystem across the

Arab world.

Moderator Bio

Lana Al Jundi is a media professional with
20+ years in journalism, television, and
screenwriting. A Golden Globes voter and
Cannes-recognized film critic, she created
Lana and the Stars and wrote acclaimed
dramas on Shahid. She’s a sought-after
moderator and author exploring Arab
culture, cinema, and storytelling.

Panelists:

Ahmed Tarek

Ahmed brings over 25 years of experience
in advertising and brand strategy. He
served as Managing Director of DDB
Group Egypt for three years and spent
five years in Sudan before joining MTN’s
Global Brand Team, where he oversaw 21
markets. Currently responsible for long-
form content, events, and international
markets, he has worked with more than
300 brands and earned numerous industry
awards. Ahmed is also an entrepreneur
and a practicing artist.

Ahmed Abbas

Founder & CEO of DigiSay, a leading GCC
Media-Tech group, he played a key role

in producing AlBernameg with Bassem
Youssef, the most-watched show in Arab
TV history. An MBA graduate, he now
leads companies in content production,
tech, and IP protection across regional and
global markets.
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Sarah Bissada

Sarah Bissada is the Deputy Executive
Director of El Gouna Film Festival,
previously holding the same role at

Cairo International Film Festival.

With a background in multinationals

and cultural institutions, she blends
commercial strategy with cultural insight,
bringing extensive expertise in festival
management and a unique multicultural
perspective to the film industry.

Amin El Masry

Co-founder of ASAP and Partner Pro
Productions, Amin has over 30 years’
experience in the industry. His credits
include El Gezira, Halim, and Netflix's
Finding Ola. He has expanded into
production servicing, promoting Egypt as
a world-class filming destination through
collaborations with studios such as
Skydance, Apple TV, and Paramount.
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PANELS

WHO CAN TELL THE STORY?

MODERATED BY: AYMAN ALAMIR
Wednesday, 22 October, 01:00 PM - 02:30 PM, Forum Room

Who truly tells the story in a documentary, the director or the editor? This panel explores
the balance between vision and truth in nonfiction filmmaking. Editors and directors will
reflect on how films are often “made in the edit,” how narratives are shaped, and how
filmmakers navigate the fine line between artistic storytelling, documentary ethics, and
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the responsibility of representing reality.

Moderator Bio

Ayman El Amir is an Egyptian director,
producer, and script consultant. His
latest work includes directing and
producing, with Nada Riyadh, the feature
documentary, The Brink Of Dreams,
premiered in Cannes' Semaine de la
Critique and won L'Oeil D'or Prize For the
best documentary film at Festival de
Cannes 2024.

Panelists:

Melissa Parry

Melissa Parry has earned international
recognition and awards for her work across
fiction and non-fiction genres. In 2022,
she became an International Partner
Member of American Cinema Editors
(ACE), participated in the ACE EditFest
Global panel "Editing for the World",

and appeared on the Global Editing
Perspectives podcast (2025).
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Heba Othman

Heba Othman is a renowned Egyptian
film editor and graduate of the Higher
Institute of Cinema. Her work includes
Coming Forth by Day, You Will Die at
Twenty, The Burdened, Goodbye Julia, and
The Settlement, all showcased at major
festivals. She also mentors at various
post-production film labs.

Abbas Fahdel

Abbas Fahdel is a Franco-Iragi filmmaker
and writer, known for Homeland: Iraq Year
Zero (2015). He has directed acclaimed
films in Irag and Lebanon, winning Best
Director at Locarno 2025 for Tales of the
Wounded Land. He also authored the
novel What Time Does to Stone (2024).
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TORINOFILMLAB

TRAINING, DEVELOPMENRT & FUNDING LABS 2026

CALLS OFEN
ON OCTOBER 1%

Developing your feature film
project in its early stages.

ScriptLab
Story Editing
Increasing your expertise

in the scriptwriting feature
film process.

Boost IT Lab
Co-production workshop
welcoming Italian and
international film projects.

TFL FUNDS

Featurelab

Enhancing advanced feature
film projects in every aspect
of filmmaking.

SeriesLab

Working on your original
and commercially viable
TV series project,

SeriesLab
Story Editing

Advancing career prospects
through scriptwriting
for television series.

WORKSHOPS
Jasll yiiyg



EVER AFTER: DEVELOPING A SERIES WORKSHOP
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NETFLIX
October 18 - 19 - 20, 10:00 AM - 02:00 PM, Workshop Room NETFLIX

This three-day workshop focuses on the process of developing a scripted television
series. The group will develop a fictional one-hour drama series called “Ever After” which
starts with the question: “What happens after the fairy tale when Sleeping Beauty is
awakened by Prince Charming’s kiss?”

With Emmy Award-winning writer-producer Leonard Dick serving as “showrunner,” the
group will also simulate the experience of the writers’ room and discuss, create, and
shape the key elements of a television series, including: Main characters, themes, tone,
pilot story, and arc of the first season.

Leonard Dick

Leonard Dick is an Emmy Award-winning television writer and
showrunner whose credits include acclaimed series such as Lost,
House, The Good Wife, and Truth Be Told. Originally from Toronto,
Canada, he has developed pilots for major networks including FX,
HBO, and Fox, and has served as a consultant on several Netflix
International productions.
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EUNIC

EU Natlonal nsttes

SHORT FILM FOR FUTURE FILMMAKERS -
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH EUNIC AND SARD - MARIAM NAOUM
October 18 - 19, 03:00 PM - 06:00 PM, Workshop Room

This two-day workshop introduces emerging filmmakers/script writers to the
fundamentals of screenwriting and dramatic storytelling. Participants will explore
structure, format, and what makes a story compelling, while learning to build tension
through character relationships and conflict. With a focus on shaping character journeys
that connect with audiences, the sessions combine theory, practice, and case studies,
providing practical tools to help new filmmakers design and tell powerful stories for the
screen.

Ahmed Badawy
Egyptian Scriptwriter

Ahmad Ehab Abdelwareth
Egyptian Scriptwriter
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WORKSHOPS

FROM LOCAL TO GLOBAL: THE POWER OF SELF-
TAPING & PRACTICE AUDITIONS WITH FEEDBACK
IN COLLABORATION WITH THE CASTING SOCIETY (CSA)

AND MEDFEST EGYPT MEDFEST
October 22 - 23,10:00 AM - 02:00 PM, Workshop Room

Casting Society (CSA) in collaboration with MedFest Egypt brings a dynamic workshop
bringing casting directors Cassandra Han (CSA) and Claudia Blunt (CSA) to the festival
stage. Actors will gain insider insight into what casting directors are really looking for,
sharpen their self-taping skills through hands-on audition practice, and receive direct
feedback to boost confidence on camera. In line with MedFest’s spirit, the workshop by
Dr. Nabil EIKot will also touch on how performers can protect their mental wellbeing and
ego while navigating the demands of today’s audition culture.

Cassandra Han Claudia Blunt

Cassandra Han is a European casting Claudia Blunt is a Casting Director based

director known for bold international in London. She serves as Secretary of the

ensembles. Most recently, she cast Casting Society’s Global Chapter Board.

The Weight starring Ethan Hawke and Previous credits include ITVX's The Effects

Russell Crowe. Her Italian casting credits of Lying and Sky's Bonus Track, which was

include James Mangold’s Ford v Ferrari selected for Cannes Great8, premiered

and Terrence Malick’s A Hidden Life. She at LFF, and saw her long-listed for the

also works extensively in Germany, with BIFA for Best Casting. Previous clients

numerous Netflix and Amazon projects in include HBO, Fox Searchlight, Sky Atlantic,

addition to Samia (Tribeca 2024 Special Amazon, Canal+, Netflix, Paramount,

Jury Mention). Starz, Sony Pictures Television, the BBC,
and Disney+.

Dr. Nabil El-Kot

Dr. El-Kot is a consultant psychiatrist with over thirty years of
experience in the medical field and twenty years as a psychological
consultant. He has also made a significant impact in psychological
consulting within the film industry, contributing to many artistic
works that address mental health in unconventional ways.
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WORKSHOPS

POSTER PHOTOGRAPHY: BETWEEN DESIGN AND

CHARACTER 5
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH FUJIFILM FUJFILM

October 21,10:00 AM - 06:00 PM, Workshop Room

Led by FUJIFILM X-Photographer Ahmed Hayman, this workshop explores the art of poster
photography as a bridge between cinematic storytelling and visual design. Participants will
learn how to capture the essence of a film through character portraits and scene-inspired
imagery, while considering composition, mood, and marketing impact. Blending practical
exercises with creative guidance, the session highlights how strong poster photography
can translate narratives into compelling visuals that resonate with audiences.

Ahmed Hayman

From frontlines to film sets, Ahmed Hayman's lens has captured
it all. A former photojournalist turned portrait and commercial
photographer, his work has traveled across 32 countries,
spotlighting human stories for brands like Netflix, UN Women,
Shahid, Samsung, Vodafone and UNICEF. Always chasing light
with presence, purpose, and a story to tell.
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WORKSHOPS

VOICE & PRESENCE: A SESSION WITH SHERIF EL DABAA
October 23, 03:00 AM - 06:00 PM, Workshop Room

Open to actors of all levels, this interactive session with renowned vocal coach Sherif El
Dabaa explores the essential connection between voice, body, and emotion in performance.
Through practical exercises and guided exploration, participants will learn how to unlock
their natural vocal power, improve breath control, and develop greater presence and
authenticity on stage and screen. El Dabaa draws from his extensive experience in theater,
film, and vocal training to help actors discover their unique sound and strengthen the
expressive tools that bring characters to life.

Sherif El Dabaa

Founder of Vocal Xtreem, Sherif is an authorized Complete Vocal
Technique (CVT) teacher certified by CVI Denmark, a Professor of
Voice at The American University in Cairo (AUC), and a licensed
Voice Manual Therapist (VMT) from the Voice Care Center in the
UK (VCC). With over 19 years of experience, he has conducted
more than 30,000 hours of coaching and worked with over 6,000
clients.
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WORKSHOPS

CREATIVE PRODUCER INDABA WORKSHOP @gﬁm rins

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH REALNESS INSTITUTE AND PLOT HEADS
October18-19 - 20, 10:00 AM - 02:00 PM, Workshop Room

A dynamic three-day intensive program designed to empower producers to navigate
the creative, financial, and strategic dimensions of international filmmaking. Through
interactive sessions, participants explore how to foster strong producer-director
relationships, attract alternative financing, and build sustainable production models
while developing market-ready projects that amplify culturally diverse and globally
resonant stories.

Led by Dr. Mehret Mandefro, Ivana Kirkbride, and Tracey-Lee Rainers, this hands-
on program provides emerging and mid-career producers with practical insight into
international co-productions, financing structures, packaging, and distribution.
Participants will gain the tools to translate creative vision into market impact and build
enduring global partnerships.

DAY 1
Producer-Director Relationship in a Global Co-Production Context

Participants dive deep into examining how to attract alternative financing beyond public
funds, speak the language of investors, and highlight the key elements of a compelling
private equity pitch.

DAY 2
Attracting Alternative Financing and Building Sustainable Production Companies

Participants dive deep into examining how to attract alternative financing beyond public
funds, speak the language of investors, and highlight the key elements of a compelling
private equity pitch.

DAY 3
Packaging & Distribution

The program will focus on pre-sale strategies, examining how to translate a project’s
creative vision into market-ready materials. The discussion also explores market timing,
understanding genre, theme, and format trends in different territories and how to
position a story so that its unique cultural voice becomes a selling point rather than a
barrier.
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Dr. Mehret Mandefro
Emmy-nominated producer and
entrepreneur named by Variety among
the most impactful women in global
entertainment. Founder of A51 Pictures
and Truth Aid, and Executive Producer of
Difret and Little White Lie. Member of
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and

Tracey-Lee Rain

Entrepreneur | Development Executive |
Founder, Story Oasis

Award-winning story practitioner and
mentor for Realness Creative Producer
Indaba and Produire au Sud x Durban
Film Mart’s Jumpstart Lab. Former story
executive for Netflix hits Do Your Worst
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Sciences. and Real Estate Sisters.

Ivana Kirkbride

Board Director | Henry Crown Fellow | ex-
Meta, Google, Verizon

Digital media investor and Fortune

50 operator with $2B in structured
partnerships. Former Chief Content Officer
at Verizon’s go90, where her team earned
90+ major award nominations including
an Oscar for Dear Basketball.
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THE ARAB
CRITICS

AWARDS
for EUROPEAN FILMS

BY ARAB CINEMA CENTER
& EUROPEAN FILM PROMOTION

oSTA. #e FESTIVAL SCOPE
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ISLAND STAGE

STORIES OF NOW: IN SEARCH OF THE UNTOLD STORIES

OF ARAB ENTREPRENEURS

MODERATED BY: MOHAMED BASSIOUNY
October 18, 04:00 PM - 05:00 PM, Island Stage

A pioneering competition bridging entrepreneurship and storytelling. Writers are invited
to craft short stories inspired by real entrepreneurial journeys from the People of Now
network. The top 10 will be published in a book on iRead eBooks and join a screenwriting
workshop with leading mentors and directors. One standout story will be adapted into
a short film, celebrating changemakers and bringing their journeys from page to screen.
This panel not only launches the competition but also invites creatives to explore the
importance and impact of telling inspiring stories.

Mohamed El Bassiouni Karim El Shennawy

Egyptian engineer and entrepreneur, Co- Karim El Shenawy is a distinguished
Founder & Managing Director of Tayarah, Egyptian director. He directed acclaimed
Egypt’s first untraditional advertising series like Oabeel, El Harsha El Sabaa,

agency and content hub. In 2022, he and the award-winning Lam Shamseya.
debuted as an interviewer with his original ~ His feature debut was Gunshot. His latest
digital format “Khatwetein Li Wara” film, Daye, produced via his company
inspiring entrepreneurs through authentic ~ Blueprint, opened Red Sea 2024 and
stories of leading business figures. screened at Berlinale. He recently wrapped
the dark comedy Al Sada Al Afadel,
focusing on socially resonant themes.

Tarek El Ganainy Engy El Sabban

Egyptian producer, is the founder of As avisionary entrepreneur, Engy El Sabban
TVision Media Productions, one of the transformed VictoryLink into a regional
leading production companies in the mobile advertising leader, launching the
middle east. TVision has built a wide exclusive Community Ads service for

portfolio of game shows, sitcoms, films, Egypt's top telcos. In 2019, she co-founded
series, as well as adapting international iRead with Ahmed Mourad, a digital
formats. reading hub and app that has amassed

2 million followers, championing literacy
and celebrating authors through its annual
awards and popular digital platform.
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Rasha Tantawy

Recognized as one of the "50 African
Women in Development," Rasha is

a digital innovation consultant and
strategic partnerships leader. Through

her platform, People of Now, she heads
Egypt's Entrepreneur Awards. With over

a decade of experience driving business
transformation, she has designed national
startup programs at ITIDA and now
consults for organizations like UN Women
on emerging technologies.
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Saliee Waly

Saliee Waly, the CEO of S Productions, has
left an indelible mark on the MENA
entertainment landscape. As the
youngest female producer, she introduced
the first-ever Arabic musical drama,
post-apocalyptic, and innovative US
formats to the MENA region. Through

S Productions, Saliee has redefined TV
series production, consistently delivering
high-quality content, earning prestigious
accolades, and reshaping the industry with
innovation and unwavering dedication to
storytelling.
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ISLAND STAGE

THE GREEN FRAME: CRAFTING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE,

ONE SCENE AT ATIME

MODERATED BY: DOAA SABER
October 20, 05:30 PM - 06:30 PM, Island Stage

What does a blockbuster film have in common with an investment or a responsibly
sourced cup of coffee? The power to shape a better future. This essential panel convenes
an unlikely but vital coalition of leaders from the worlds of cinema, consumer goods, and
global finance. We explore the dual engines of change: corporations using their global
reach to champion sustainability, and filmmakers providing the human narratives that
make us care. Together, they reveal how the potent mix of culture and commerce can
accelerate the world’s green transition.
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Doaa Saber
Producer

Doaa Saber

Doaa Saber leverages over a decade of
green energy experience in Africa as an
advisor for sustainable film production.
A producer and founder of the Arab

& Africans Green Producers Lab, she
champions a greener Arab-African film
ecosystem. An alumna of Torino Green
Film Lab, her projects have been pitched
at Gouna and Cairo film festivals.
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Yassir Max
Corpataux
Regional Coffee
Ambassador for
Nespresso Middle
East & Africa

Yassir Max Corpataux

Yassir Max Corpataux, Regional Coffee
Ambassador for Nespresso Middle East &
Africa, blends his Swiss Moroccan heritage
with over 15 years of Nespresso expertise.
Passionate about coffee culture and
sustainability, he leads training, brand
experiences, and media representation,
driving Nespresso's commitment to
quality, innovation, and exceptional
customer moments across the MEA
region.
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Muhammed Azhar Rauf

Senior Operations Officer - Upstream/
Advisory, Manufacturing & Services,
North Africa IFC - International Finance
Corporation, World Bank Group
Muhammad Azhar Rauf leads IFC’s
Advisory Program for sustainability,
decarbonization, and sustainable finance
for manufacturing clients in Africa. Based
in Cairo, he has led engagements with
clients across the region in glass, cement,
steel, textiles, and pharma sectors. He
has spent over ten years with IFC and has
previously worked in London, Istanbul,
and Karachi.
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Tawfik Laham

Tawfik Laham, CEO of Middle East Glass
(MEG), blends 25+ years of industry
expertise with engineering insight and
business acumen. He leads MEG’s growth
through sustainable packaging innovation
and global partnerships. Passionate about
youth empowerment and community
development, he focuses on impactful
initiatives in health, education, and
environmental responsibility.
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ISLAND STAGE

EMPOWERING ADOLESCENTS ON-SCREEN AND BEYOND

MODERATED BY: YASMINA EL ABD
October 21, 05:30 PM - 06:30 PM, Island Stage

This panel explores how cinema can be a transformative force for adolescent
empowerment, both on and off the screen. Through storytelling, film can challenge
stereotypes, amplify young voices, and inspire societal progress. The discussion brings
together filmmakers and advocates to reflect on how stories about adolescents can shape
mindsets, promote inclusion, and foster opportunities for education, creativity, and
leadership. Panelists will also address critical issues such as child labor and protection
from harmful practices affecting adolescent girls. By connecting artistic expression with
real-world impact, the conversation highlights how film and drama can drive meaningful
social change and contribute to a more equitable future for young people.

A

Yasmina El Abd Marwa Salah-Abdou

A multi-talented actress and singer, Marwa Salah-Abdou is the ILO's National
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known for her powerful performances in
multiple languages. She began her acting
journey at the age of nine, and since 2021,
Yasmina has made remarkable progress
in her career. Her work includes roles in
the film Daughters of Abdul-Rahman, the
Netflix series Finding Ola, and the musical
series Sugar. She also appeared in the
international HBO Max series Theodosia.
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Project Manager, Combating Child Labour
Projects, managing the Eliminating Child
Labour Portfolio in Cairo and coordinating
stakeholders for Better Work Egypt. With
over 20 years of experience in project
management and human rights, she
joined the ILO in 2013. She specializes in
social compliance, labour standards, and
social dialogue.
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Yves Sassenrath

With 30 years in humanitarian and
development cooperation, Yves
Sassenrath is the UNFPA Resident
Representative in Egypt. His career
includes roles with Médecins sans
Frontiéres, UNDP, and UNFPA, leading
complex programs in settings like Haiti
and Mali. He specializes in maternal
health, protection, and statistical capacity,
managing large-scale operations in crisis
and development contexts.
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Dr. Nabil ElKot

Dr. Nabil Elkot is an Egyptian psychiatrist
and psychotherapist integrating drama,
cinema, and psychotherapy. Founder of
Shams Psychology Center, he collaborates
with filmmakers and actors to explore
psychological depth in performance

and narrative. His work bridges clinical
insight, creative expression, and cultural
storytelling across Egypt and the Middle
East.
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ISLAND STAGE

CORPORATE STORYCRAFT: WHEN BUSINESS STRATEGY

MEETS CINEMATIC VISION

MODERATED BY: AHMED TAREK
October 22, 05:30 PM - 06:30 PM, Island Stage

Filmmakers know how to move hearts. Corporates know how to build systems that last.
But what happens when these worlds come together? This panel brings together voices
from Abu Ghaly, Pepsi, and Orange alongside cinema and entertainment professionals
to explore how the art of storytelling and the science of business can fuel each other. In
this conversation, both sides exchange their know-how: how cinema’s power of influence
can elevate brands, and how corporate strategies can inspire more stable, scalable
creative models. Together, they’ll imagine new collaborations that ensure cinema not only
survives, but thrives as a long living cultural force.

Karim Khedr Eng. Mohamed Abou Ghaly
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Karim Khedr is Chairman & CEO of PepsiCo
Egypt, with 24+ years of global leadership
in FMCG and Oil & Gas. He has led market
expansion, operational excellence, and
innovation across Asia and the Middle
East, and is now spearheading the
strategic transformation and growth of
PepsiCo’s business in Egypt.
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Eng. Mohamed Abou Ghaly, visionary CEO
of Abou Ghaly Motors Group, transformed
a traditional dealership concept into
Egypt’s leading integrated mobility
solutions powerhouse, spanning electric
vehicles, car rentals, and tech-driven
transport. He masterfully bridges heritage
with innovation, forging partnerships with
the world’s foremost automotive brands.
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Ahmed Tarek

Ahmed commenced his professional
journey in the early 2000s with a wealth
of 25 years of experience. He is a Partner
in Tarek Nour Holding Group and currently
holds the position of the Group Co-CEO. In
October 2024, Ahmed was also appointed
as an Executive Board Member in United
Media Services Group, one of the leading
media groups in the region.
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Hesham Mahran

Hesham Mahran became CEO of Orange
Egypt in August 2025, bringing over 27
years of telecom experience in commercial
growth and digital transformation. A long-
standing leader, he previously headed

the enterprise business, driving its shift
to integrated digital solutions. As CEO,

he leads Orange's next growth phase,
focusing on simplicity, innovation, and
long-term customer value.
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ISLAND STAGE

EPISODE 3: THE SECRET RECIPE: CREATING SONGS FOR
DRAMA AND CINEMA WITH MENNA EL KEIY AND AHMED
TAREKYEHIA

October 23, 12:00 PM - 01:30 PM, Island Stage

How can we make songs that resonate with drama and amplify its message? The power
duo behind the tracks that made it from film and TV credits to our everyday playlists
will tell us exactly how. In this interactive panel Menna and Ahmed together with GFF’s
audience will create a song from scratch, because what's a better way to learn about
music than to make it?

Menna ElKiey Ahmed Tarek Yehia

Menna ElKiey is the founder of Mama, a Ahmed Tarek Yehia is an internationally
lyricist and creative director. She began her  acclaimed Egyptian composer and music
career in advertising in 2011. Known for her ~ producer who has collaborated with

pop-cultural lyrics across Egypt and the over 100 high-profile artists, including
Middle East, her work spans commercials, Mohamed Mounir and Sherine. His
films, series, and music albums. award-winning work includes Vodafone's

globally-shared "The Big Family" campaign
and summer hits like, El Ghazala Ray'a.
With over one billion views, he has also
scored TV series and worked with major
global brands.
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EL PODCASTERS WITH PUBLIC AT GFF

Elpodcasters, one of Egypt's leading edu-tainment platforms (300M+ views, 1M
community members, 140+ episodes on YouTube and Shahid), is bringing its impact on-
ground with the launch of PIDM - the Pod for Innovation and Digital Media at the Gouna
Film Festival. Led by Bassel Alzaro and Karim Rihan, the series will feature two industry
podcast episodes, open to the public, blending cocktail-style panels with networking
and thought leadership. The initiative bridges traditional and digital media, shaping the

future of storytelling.

Bassel Al Zarou

Bassel Alzaro is an Egyptian actor, TV
host, and media entrepreneur whose work
bridges Arab and international screens.
He has starred in acclaimed Egyptian
series and films and appeared in major
Hollywood productions. The co-founder of
El Podcasters, the top podcast in Egypt,
Alzaro also served as a juror for the 2025
International Emmy Awards.
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Kareem Rihan

Karim Rihan, entrepreneur and co-founder
of Elpodcasters Media Production—the
leading educational entertainment
podcast in Egypt— Karim bridges his U.S.
entrepreneurial experience with Egypt’s
digital media growth. He connects global
innovation with local creativity and co-
founded CPG Solutions, a Canada-based
marketing consultancy driving digital
strategies for major consumer brands
across North America.
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EPISODE 1: YOUTUBE - THE ORIGINAL DISRUPTOR

October 21, 04:00 PM - 05:00 PM, Island Stage

The giant that kickstarted global video consumption still holds the crown as the world’s
#1 platform. In an era where streaming platforms race ahead with glossy originals and
cinematic production, YouTube remains unmatched in scale and reach. How does this
digital tycoon see itself in today's streaming landscape? And more importantly, how
can filmmakers harness its ecosystem to build audiences, experiment with formats, and
redefine what success on screen looks like?

Tanya Khoury

Tanya Khoury is the YouTube Lead for
Media & Entertainment Partnerships,
offering guidance for leading media
companies & broadcasters across the
region. Tanya has been working in the
content, media & broadcast industry
for over 18 years and leads on YouTube
content partner's strategy in the region,
ensuring their continued growth on the
platform.
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ISLAND STAGE

EPISODE 2: YANGO - THE BOLD NEWCOMER

October 22, 04:00 PM - 05:00 PM, Island Stage

The freshest entrant to the streaming stage, Yango has already made waves with reality
TV and collaborations with renowned filmmakers. But what opportunities does this
rising player see in the market? What stories is it hungry for, and how do they differ from
the familiar formulas? In this conversation, we explore how Yango positions itself as a
catalyst for new voices, fresh formats, and bold collaborations—and how filmmakers can
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partner with the platform to craft stories that stand out.

Joe AlKhawand

Joe Al Khawand is the accomplished Head
of Original Productions, Yango Play, MENA,
an all-in-one entertainment superapp
with movies, music, mini-games, and
more. With over a decade of experience
and passion for content production, Joe
has had arich career in the media and
entertainment industry. His skills extend
to concept development, OTT content
curation, and project management, making
him a versatile and influential figure in the
entertainment industry.
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Khalid Al Sargany

Khalid El Sergani is a seasoned expert in
content acquisitions and broadcasting,
currently leading MENA content
acquisitions at Yango Play. With over

15 years of industry experience, Khalid

has played a pivotal role in shaping the
V0D and broadcast landscape in the
region. Khalid's extensive career includes
impactful roles at Intigral and MBC, where
he honed his expertise in content strategy
and acquisition.
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Golden Apricot International Film Festival
37410521042 | goldenapricotiff@gmail.com | www.gaiff.am

GAIFF's impassioned mantra is to build bridges and foster dialogue between different
cultures. GAIFF welcomes films representing diverse ethnic groups, religions, and
nations that depict the human experience.

Sona
Karapoghosayan
Programmer

Bahrain Cinema Club | Bahrain Film Festival
33999896 | ammar®@bahraincinemaclub.com | www.bahrainfilmfestival.org

Founded in 1980, it's an independent, non-commercial initiative supporting Bahraini
cinema and nurturing local talent through year-round programs.

Ammar Zainal

Vice Presedant of Bahrain
Cinema Club | Technical

& Artistic Director of
Bahrain Film Festival

Cineuropa
48502029888 | ola.salwa@gmail.com | www.cineuropa.org

Cineuropa presents the best of European cinema.

Ola Salwa
Film critic / Script
consultant
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Ori Group
8618862305586 | info@ori-pic.com | www.china-ori.com

Founded in 2006, ORI GROUP is dedicated to building a comprehensive cultural
networking that integrates film production, distribution, and the whole industrial
chain in the global market.

Feng Qian
Chairman

CPH:DOX

4550598159 | niklas@cphdox.dk | www.cphdox.dk

Copenhagen International Documentary Film Festival, is one of most important
documentary film festivals in the world. The next edition of CPH:DOX will run from
March 11 to March 22, 2026.

Niklas K. Engstr@m
Artistic Director

Nazra for Arts and Films
201111168826 | galalhala@yahoo.com | www.nazra-art-film.org

Nazra Arts and Films is a non-profit Danish Association that supports creation,
development, films and audiovisual productions, and opens possibilities for young
independent filmmakers.

Hala Galal
Filmmaker
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Zentropa
4525216591 | tine.mikkelsen@filmbyen.dk | ww.zentropa.dk

Zentropa has for decades produces award winning feature films that have travelled
the world.

Tine Mikkelsen
Producer

A.A. Films
201222110747 | AhmedAmer@aafilmsegypt.com

A.A. Films was founded by Ahmed Amer to focus on art house films from the MENA region.

Ahmed Amer
Screenwriter, Director,
Producer

Bee Interactive
201222453473 | marco@beeieg.com | www.beeieg.com

We are a Leading Full Service Digital Agency offering progressive Social Media Services
and Programmatic Media buying Solutions. At Bee, we believe innovation is key to
reach results. With our cutting-edge tec

- Marco Adel
N Commercial director

ayflainwll dclinll gliaa

BEE Media Productions
20233053860 | Info@beemediaproductions.com | www.beemediaproductions.com

BEE Media established in 2008. With a dedicated team and years of experience, we
offer a comprehensive range of top-notch media services from content development
to production and post-production.

Tamer Ashry Moustafa Salah
Film Director and Co Founder/ COO
Producer

Big Bang Studios

1288880768 | Essam@tbbstudios.com | www.tbbstudios.com

Bigbang studios is an Egyptian post production house.

Essam Salama Ahmed Assem
Co Founder and Film Director and
Managing Director } Senior Editor/

1 Co Founder

Bonanza Films
201149973779 | moradmostafafilm@gmail.com

Bonanza films is Cairo based film production company established in 2019 aiming to
help in developing film industry by co-producing or producing short /feature films for
directors in their 1st or 2nd projects.

Morad Mostafa
Filmmaker

Sawsan Yusuf
Producer
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Bulletproof

Founded in 2022, Bullet Proof Film Production is dedicated to crafting elevated genre
films that blend artistic excellence with a contemporary cinematic vision. The company
aims to push creative boundaries while contributing to the growth and evolution of
the regional film industry. Its productions include Ex Meraty (2024) and the upcoming
feature film Al-Sada Al-Afadel (The Gentlemen), set for theatrical release soon.

Karim EIShenawy
Director / Producer

Digital Tales Productions
201000383008 | digitaltalesproductions@gmail.com

Founded in 2018 in Cairo, Digital Tales Productions specializes in short films and
documentaries that blend artistic vision with authentic storytelling, creating works
that linger beyond the screen.

Amir El-Shenawy
Filmmaker

Egypt Film Commission
1022520203 | riham@egyptfilming.com | www.egyptfilming.com

Egypt Film Commission (EFC) is the official body for issuing permits for international
productions as a one-stop-shop, streamlining permits, customs, and logistics to
ensure smooth filming in Egypt.

-
(=N
>
on

w

Riham El Ghazaly
Marketing Manager
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Felucca Films
20233047039 | feluccafilms.egypt@gmail.com

Felucca Films is a Production Company, based in Cairo, Egypt, aiming to produce
unique and original fiction and documentary films, with a special focus on new talents
and contemporary social issues.

Ayman El Amir
Film Director / Script
Consultant

Figleaf studios
12221172554 | Info@figleafstudios.com

Fig Leaf Studios, established 2005, produces notable & award-winning films: Drama
1882, Amplified, Mother of All Lies, | Am Afraid to Forget Your Face, Soad, Dream Away.

Mark Lotfy
Producer
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Film Clinic
1111294880 | info@ahmadabdalla.net | www.film-clinic.com

Founded in 2005 by renowned producer and screenwriter Mohamed Hefzy with the
mission to support creative up-and-coming talents with the expertise of the best in
the film industry. With a track record of over 40 films.
Ahmed Abdallah
Film Director /
J Producer
2

Gamal Gemei
Media Investment
Expert and Board
Member

Mohamed Hefzy

Jessica Khoury
Producer

VP of Business
Affairs

Hend Radwan
Head of Productions

Film House

201222100109 | filmhouse@mail.com | www.filmhouseegypt.com

Film House is a leading film production company. It offers integrated solutions for the
film industry, such as filming equipment, fixer services in Egypt, full post-production
services and subtiteling.

# 0 Sherif Mandour

i
if | Director, Producer
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FIPRESCI
201005557724 | shawky@fipresci.org | www.fipresci.org

Since it was established in 1925, FIPRESCI played a historical role in shaping the concept
of film criticism around the world. Currently, FIPRESCI unites film critics from 50+
countries, organising juries that give the critics award in more than 80 festivals every year.

Ahmed Shawky
President

Forever Drama/Sel Media Egypt

1000842221 | mahaselim@foreverdrama.com | www.foreverdrama.com

Leveraging the long experience in the media industry, Selmedia was established in
2008 and forevrdrama in 2023 to become two of the major players in this domain both
in the Egyptian market as well as the region.

Maha Selim
CEO

Fujifilm ME
1116104442 | haitham.morsy@fuijifilm.com | www.Fujifilm.com

Our story began over 90 years ago with the founding of Fuji Photo Film Co. in Japan.
It was 1934, at the height of cinema’s golden age, a time when photography and film
were captivating audiences around the world.

Haitham Morsy
Country Marketing
Manager

?
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Gemini Africa
201000023813 | info@geminiafrica.com | www.geminiafrica.com

Gemini Africa is a one-stop leading enabler and support organization for startups and
MSMEs. Gemini Africa pioneered CinemaTech, the world’s first entrepreneurial track
targeting the creative industries.

£

Adly Wagih
Thoma
Chairman & CEO

Ginger TM

Sally@gingertm.com | www.Gingertm.com

A leading talent agency in Egypt and the Arab region, specializing in strategic
management for exceptional artists. We secure key opportunities in TV & Film,
facilitate high-value Brand Endorsements, manage Personal Appearances, and provide
essential Legal & Financial advisory to build and sustain powerful brand equity.

Mai Mohamed EI
Attar

Ginger Talent
Managment Partner

Sally Fayez
CEO

Irth for Narrative Crafting
201060719373 | Hd@irth.art | www.irth.art

Irth is a company specializing in the creation and development for all types of drama
content in Egypt and Saudi Arabia, covering all forms of productions such as films, TV
series, and plays.

Haitham Dabbour
Producer & Writer
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Luxor African Film Festival
1003212160 | Info@luxorafricanfilmfestival.com | www.luxorafricanfilmfestival.com

Luxor African Film Festival represents a return to our African identity where African
culture, arts and dreams converge in one realm. LAFF’s first edition was in early 2012
now we are planning for our 15th.

Sayed Fouad
President

Azza El Hosseiny
Executive Director

Media Life
201111420088 | m.abdelwahab@mymedialife.com

Founded in 2006, the company has produced more than 50 projects to date,
including films, television shows, and dramas.

Mohamed
Abdelwahab
Chairman

Misr International Films
201227936525 | sshazli@mifegypt.com | www.misrinternationalfilms.com

Founded in 1972 by Egyptian filmmaker Youssef Chahine, Misr International Films
is an integrated film and TV company with experience in every aspect of the
production, distribution, and exhibition processes.

Sara Shazli Gaby Khoury
Filmmaker Managing
Partner /
Producer
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NEW CENTURY PRODUCTION

1061709617 | zaid@newcenturyproduction.com | www.newcenturyproduction.com

New century is one of the leading film production companies in the arab world, with a
great record of successful titles. It is the production arm of our distribution company
Dollar Film which was founded 1949.

Zaid Kurdi
CEO

Plot Heads

201008990666 | info@plotheads.net | www.plotheads.net

Plot Heads is a production company championing independent cinema and empowering
filmmakers to create bold, authentic stories that celebrate diverse voices and advance
the spirit of creative freedom globally.

Miral Elfakharany
Producer | Founder,
Plot Heads

Pumps Films
201063978410 | pumpsfilms@gmail.com

Pumps Films is a Cairo-based production house dedicated to bringing bold,
unconventional stories to life — with creativity, vitality, and a lasting cinematic impact.

Maged Atta
Film Director

Omnia Sowedan
Film Producer
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Raw Entertainment
1118888880 | Mousa@raw-entertainment.com | www.raw-entertainment.com

Famous for pioneering cutting edge cinematography in Egypt for 30 years, RAW
Entertainment was founded by film director Tarek Alarian in 1989. The company’s
production history encompasses all of Alarian’s hit.

Moussa Eissa
Film Producer

Red Star Films
227353421| info@redstarfilms.net | www.redstarfilms.net

Established in 2014, Red Star Films stands as a non conforming entity that constantly
pushes the foundation of the market. With a deep commitment to amplify the voices
of the global south.

Safei Eldin Amir Ramses
Mahmoud Film Director/
Head Of Producer
Creative Projects

Management

Sea Cinema Production
1223280507 | H.Naguib@seacinema-eg.com

Established in 2020, we are a film and theatre production and distribution company
dedicated to bringing stories to life with vision, creativity, and passion.

Hany Naguib
Chairman

Ahmed Fahmy
CEO
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Shams Psychology Center
1001648743 | nabilelkot@gmail.com | www.shams-psychology.com

Shams center is a clinic integrates psychological care and art therapy in both individual
and group formats, it offers psychological development of creative arts like script
writing, directing and acting.

Nabil El Kot
Psychiatrist & Writer

SIZZLE

201064555289 | sizazayed@sizzle-co.com | www.sizzle-co.com

SIZZLE is an Egypt-based talent management and innovative film marketing agency.
We elevate talents and craft bold film campaigns, carefully selecting individuals who
share our distinctive work culture.

Siza Zayed
Founder

Skylimit Production
1000066906 | ahmed@skylimit.studio | www.skylimitproduction.com/

Since its inception in 2017, SkyLimit Production has established itself as a benchmark
of excellence in Egypt’s film and music industry, under the visionary leadership of
renowned producer Ahmed EI Desouki.

Ahmed EI
Desouky
Founder / Producer
Skylimit Production
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The Producers
201006000750 | elbagouryhadi@me.com | www.Hadielbagoury.com

The Producers is a top Egyptian company known for acclaimed films and series that
blend artistic vision with business strategy, creating content that resonates regionally
and globally.

Hani Osama
Film Producer

Hadi El Bagoury
Director

The Rambo’s Productions
201227990327

The Rambos, founded by Rasha Hosny and Khaled Mansour, is a production company
dedicated to creating artistically ambitious, high-quality films that challenge limits
and bring unique visions to life.

Khaled Mansour
Director & Writer

Rasha Hosny
Film Producer

The Sound of Egypt Studios
1205213410 | Zaher@thesoundofegypt.com

We are the Middle East’s first audio branding agency, established in 2020 by renowned
voice over artist Ahmed Zaher. With over 20 years of industry experience.

Ahmed Zaher
Founder & CEO
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Story Studio
201007771117 | ahmed.hafiz@icloud.com | www.Storystudio.film

Story Studio, founded by acclaimed editor Ahmed Hafez in Cairo, delivers complete
post-production services editing, color grading, VFX, and sound design backed by 25+
years of award-winning experience.

Ahmed Hafez
Founder/Film Editor

TVision

admin@tvision-eg.com | www.tvision-eg.com

TVision is a leading production company in the middle east, known for a wide portfolio
of game shows, sitcoms, films, series, as well as adapting international formats such
as: SNL Arabia & Suits Arabia.

Tarek El Ganainy
Founder and CEO

United Media Services Group
201006006002 | ahmed.tarek@ums.com.eg | www.ums.com.eg

UMS is one of the largest media conglomerate in the region. Owning more than 40
companies in various media fields; broadcasting, radio, advertising, media buying,
events, digital, VOD, TV & film production.

Ahmed Tarek
Board Member
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United Motion Pictures
1222117268 | ump.ump®@ump.com.eg | www.umpmovieguide.com

United Motion Pictures is the sole theatrical distributor in Egypt for Warner Bros. and
Italia Film (Disney and independent titles). It is also a partner in several multiplexes
across Egypt.

Chady Zeind
CEO

Vivid Studios
1005670463 | Info@vivid-studios.net | www.bividstudios.net

Vivid Studios is one of the largest and most renowned post-production houses in Egypt
and the Middle East.

Baher Rasheed
Co-Founder / Film
Editor

Workshop Productions
1000350409 | zenaabdelbaky@gmail.com

Zena AbdelBaky is a Cairo based filmmaker. After writing and directing seven short
films, she premiered her first feature film at the Cairo International Film Festival in
2024.

Zena AbdelBaky
Filmmaker
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Zawya Cinema & Distribution
20225743049 | info@zawyacinema.com | www.zawyacinema.com

Zawya is a Cairo-based independent cinema platform with a mission to showcase
and circulate quality films through its cinema space, film festivals and distribution
channels.

Youssef Shazli
Executive Director

Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival
3725148134 | marge.liiske@poff.ee | www.industry.poff.ee

Black Nights Film Festival Industry, held from 14-21 November 2025, is a 360° platform
connecting North-Eastern Europe, smaller European, and Scandinavian markets to the
global audiovisual industry.

Marge Liiske Tiina Lokk

Head of Industry Founder, Director,
Member of the
Board

Arizona Films

33678180105 | guillaume.arizona@deseille.info

Under Arizona, Guillaume de Seille has been coproducing more than 60 art-house
feature films with foreign directors, invited by all major film festivals, released in
France - recently My Father's Scent by Mohamed Siam.

Guillaume De
Seille
Producer
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Dolce Vita Films
33148787021 | sarah@dolcevita-films.com | www.dolcevita-films.com

Dolce Vita Films is a French production company founded by Marc Irmer in 2007 to
produce fiction and documentary films for the cinema, with a keen interest for
international coproductions.

Marc Irmer
Founder / Producer

Dulac Distribution
33610811848 | mzana®@dulacdistribution.com | www.dulacdistribution.com

Dulac Distribution was created in 2003 to distribute theatrically films produced by
Dulac Productions and also to act as a regular theatrical distributor.

Michel Zana
Distributor, Producer

Fechner Films

674001940 | alexandra.fechner@fechnerfilms.com

Alexandra Fechner is the daughter of the legendary french producer Christian Fechner.
Fechner Films stands for cinema that entertains, moves, and endures, honoring the
past with the same commitment to quality.

Alexandra

Fechner
Films Producer
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Fléau
33680904413 | contact@fleau.net

(France), focusing on independent live-action and animated films.

Manon Messiant
Producer

French Ministry Foreign Affairs - French Institute Egypt/ Tunisia
21626684888 | antoine.guide@institutfrancais-tunisie.com | www.ifegypte.com

French Institute in Egypt and Tunisia.

Antoine Guide
Regional Cinema
Attaché

Goodfellas
33620749508 | ssimonutti@goodfellas.film | www.goodfellas.film

Goodfellas, ex part of the Wild Bunch group, is a sales agent worldwide also handling

coproductions.

Silvia Simonutti
Sales Agent
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Fléau is a production company, founded in 2025 by Manon Messiant near Dunkirk
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Le Pacte
33627112951 | t.unterberger@le-pacte.com | www.le-pacte.com

Le Pacte is a distribution, production and international sales company founded in 2007
distributing 20 films a year, mainly by major French auteurs as well as masterpieces by
leading international directors

Thomas
Unterberger
Acquisition
Executive

Mediawan Rights
336813478439 | arianna.castoldi@mediawan.com | www.rights.mediawan.com/worldwide/DOCS

Paris-based distribution company focusing on author driven creative documentaries
for theatrical releasing and festivals, and a diverse array of TV and streaming content.

Arianna Castoldi
Head of
Documentary Sales

Semaine de la Critique
33170237419 | t.rosso@semainedelacritique.com | www.semainedelacritique.com

La Semaine de la Critique is a parallel section of the Cannes Film Festival programming
13 shorts and 11 first and second feature films. Jacques Audiard, Julia Ducournau or
Justine Triet have started at Semaine.

Thomas Rosso
Program Manager
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SFC | Rendez-vous Industry
33622493958 | croustan@festival-cannes.fr | www.cinemadedemain.festival-cannes.com/en

The SFC | Rendez-vous Industry is a Forum dedicated to short film professionals. During
4 days, its program is built around various key initiatives: Panels & Talks, Workshops
and professional meetings.

Celine Roustan
Coordinator

The Director’s Fortnight
33144899999 | infos@quinzaine-cineastes.fr | www.quinzaine-cineastes.fr

Created in 1969 by the Society of Film Directors (SRF), the Directors’ Fortnight is a
parallel and independent selection of the Cannes Film Festival.

Lucie Detrain
Film Programmer

The Party Film Sales
33176215177 | sales@thepartysales.com | www.thepartysales.com

The Party Film Sales is a Paris-based international sales company. The structure
handles both fiction films and documentaries as well as TV content.

Théo Lionel
Festival Manager
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Wind Cinema
33666978004 | ahmad®@windcinema.com | www.windcinema.com

A France based international film production, aiming to produce, co-produce, distribute
and sell challenging arthouse and autobiographical films by emerging filmmakers from
Syria and Arab world.

r

Anas Zawabhri
Director, Producer

Salwa Arslan
Researcher and Writer

Documentary Association of Europe
4915125639753 | brigid@dae-europe.org | www.dae-europe.org

Documentary Association of Europe is the members network for non-fiction filmmakers
working inside and outside of europe.

Brigid 0’Shea
Director

European Film Promotion (EFP)
491775380538 | heinen@efp-online.com | www.efp-online.com

EFP is the international network organisation of the national film institutes in 37
countries throughout Europe. They organise programmes to promote films and talents
from Europe internationally.

Sonja Heinen
Managing Director
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Ishtar Iraq Film Production
9647719763136 | Info@ishtarirag.com | www.ishtarirag.com

Independent Iragi company supporting bold, socially driven films. Based in Baghdad
and Amman, Ishtar Iraq Film Production develops and produces award-winning works
by emerging Arab voices for global audiences.

Muna Al-Kadhimi
Producer

Muslim Habeeb
Director

Intramovies

393357052982 | marco@intramovies.com | www.intramovies.com

An independent international distribution and production company, with particular
focus on high quality first, and second, films by emerging talents.

Marco Valerio
Fusco

\ Head of Acquisitions
& Production

La Biennale di Venezia / Venice International Film Festival
390415218711 | cinema®@Ilabiennale.org | www.labiennale.org/en/cinema/2025

Final Cut in Venice is one of the programs of the Venice Production Bridge in the frame
of Venice FF. The workshop presents work in progress feature films from all African
countries and six Arab countries.

Alessandra Speciale
Member of the Selection
Team Venice IFF, Curator
of Final Cut in Venice
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Laser S. Film
3421810394 | giancarlo.chetta@laserfilm.it | www.laserfilm.it

Laser Film is the biggest audio and vide post in Italy. Since 2017, Laser film has created
a specifich branch for production and coproduction

Giancarlo Chetta
Sales Director

Settimana Internazionale della Critica
393333632256 | info@sicvenezia.it | www.sicvenezia.it

The Settimana Internazionale della Critica is an independent and parallel section of
the Venice Film Festival. The programme includes a selection of seven debut films in
competition and three special events.

Béatrice
Fiorentino
Artistic director

TorinoFilmLab
390118138824 | cantisani@museocinema.it | www.torinofilmlab.it

TorinoFilmLab is based in Turin (Italy) and organised by Museo Nazionale del Cinema,
it is supported by Creative Europe - MEDIA sub-programme of the European Union and
it's linked to the main film institutions

Angelica Cantisani
TFL Programmes
Coordinator
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Amman International Film Festival
962792222011 | info@aiff.jo | www.aiff.jo

Amman International Film Festival-Awal Film is aimed at debut achievements in film
from all over the world, with a focus on Arab cinema. Industry Days include pitching
platforms, a market and panels/workshops.

Nada Doumani
Festival Director

Imaginarium Films
962795520056 | rula.nasser@gmail.com | www.theimaginariumfilms.com

Founded in 2010 by Jordanian producer Rula Nasser, The Imaginarium Films creates
original audiovisual content for regional and international audiences. With a slate of
award-winning productions

Rula Nasser
Producer

AFAC - The Arab Fund for Arts and Culture
9611218901 | info@arabculturefund.org | www.arabculturefund.org

The Arab Fund for Arts and Culture (AFAC) is an independent foundation that supports
artists and organizations in the Arab region. It offers programs in films, photography,
visual and performing arts.

Soleil Gharbieh
Program Manager

c
[-]
c
(1]
-]
@
-

Lebanon
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AFLAMUNA

9611383808 | hello@aflamuna.org | www.aflamuna.org

AFLAMUNA is a cultural nonprofit based in Beirut working to harness the power of
independent Arab cinema to elevate the most pressing social, political, and cultural
movements of our time.

Jad Abi-Khalil
Executive Director

Empire Entertainment
966534945312 | pascal@empiremena.com | www.empiremena.com

Empire Entertainment has evolved into a multifaceted entertainment conglomerate,
encompassing movie distribution, exhibition, gaming agency services, and movie
production.

¥ Mario Jr. Haddad
President

Pascal Rahme
Distribution Director

Falcon Films
9611747282 | sobhi@falconfilms-Ib.com | www.falconfilms-lb.com

Falcon Films is an entertainment production and distribution company specialized
in theatrical, VOD and television distributions in the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA).

Sobhi Sannan
CEO
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ITAR Productions
9613355822 | e.raheb@itarproductions.com | www.itarproductions.com

ITAR Productions is a company based in Beirut and working on documentary projects.
ITAR's productions include the awarded titles Miguel’s War, Those who remain,
Sleepless Nights, This is Lebanon, South.

Eliane Raheb
Director

Road2Films

9611499199 | info@road2films.com | www.road2films.com

Founded in 2007, Road2Films is an award-winning Lebanese production house
specializing in documentaries, fiction, and cultural content. It now also operates in
Qatar under Qatar Media City.

Cynthia Choucair
Producer

Screen Production
19177948151 | kassem.karim6@gmail.com | www.karimkassem.com

Beirut based production company that has produced 5 feature films since 2020. The
films have gone to international film festivals and garnered critical acclaim.

Karim Kassem
Director
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Mozambique
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Saffron film production
212665244347 | saffronfilmprod@gmail.com

Independent production house from Morocco focusing on auteur cinema. We nurture
original storytelling, explore pressing social issues, and bring unique North African
perspectives to international screens.

-~ Yassine EL Idrissi
= Director/ producer
D P

~

—

Ebano Lda
351915205399 | piripiri55@gmail.com

An independent film production company based in Mozambique.

Pedro Pimenta
Producer

Barentsfilm AS
4795814288 | ingrid@barentsfilm.no

Established 1994, Barentsfilm focuses on art house films and international co-
productions. Currently co-producing The Station (Yemen/|ordan), The Difficult Bride
(Bangladesh), and Mehal Sefari (Ethiopia).

¢ ™ 'N  Ingrid Hogtun
S Producer
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Staer
4790735974 | elisa@staerfilm.no | www.staerfilm.no

STAR is an independent production company based in Tromsg, the largest city in
Norway above the arctic circle. We aim to develop, produce, and co-produce auteur-
based films of high artistic quality.

Elisa Pirir
filmproducer

Made in Palestine Project
962777006666 | madeinpalproject@gmail.com

Made in Palestine Project is an independent arts initiative to create and promote
contemporary visual art and culture with a focus on Palestine.

Rashid
Abdelhamid
Producer

HAKA FILMS

48506841433 | kasia@hakafilms.com | www.hakafilms.com

Haka Films is a dynamic Polish production house creating innovative feature films,
series, and documentaries with strong storytelling, recognized at major festivals like
Hot Docs and Berlinale.

Kasia Kuczynska
Producer
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PALMYRA FILMS SP. Z 0. 0.

48731812234 | palmyrafilms@hotmail.com | www.palmyrafilms.com

Palmyra Films, founded in 2020 in Poland, produces international films exploring
identity, conflict, and resilience.

Filip Stanis_awski
Editor

Film Committee at Media City Qatar
962799000100 | g.david@filmcommittee.ga | www.mediacity.qa

The Film Committee, Media City Qatar, established in 2022 under the jurisdiction of
Media City Qatar, is an official body charged with advancing Qatar’s film and television
industry.

George David
Production and
Incentives Executive

Gulf Film
97470893549 | mohamed.esri@gulffilm.com | www.gulffilm.com

MENA Distributor

Mohamed Esri
Distribution Director
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Arab Radio & Television Network (ART)
227686800 | afsarraj@amc-art.com | www.artonline.tv

Arab Radio & Television is a key player in Arab cinema, owning 60% of Arabic media
heritage. It supports production, co-production, distribution, and promotes Arab
filmmakers and film output.

Afnan Sarraj
Commercial Director

Cinema Association

966542444044 | info@saudifilmfestival.org | www.cinemaassoc.com
The Cinema Association is a Saudi civil society organization (NGO). Based in Al Khobar
Cinematheque, it organizes the Saudi Film Festival, along with year-round artistic,
culture activities.

Ahmed Almulla

Director of Saudi

Film Festival

Dar Dowar

966533992188 | lama.j@dardowar.com | www.dardowar.com

Dar Dowar is a Saudi documentary production company creating authentic, culturally
rooted films from the Arab region, centering women's voices through observational
and poetic storytelling.

Lama Jamjoom ? Rana Matar

Director & Producer ~~ Writer / Director

F
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Red Sea Film Foundation
966125123700 | info@redseafilmfest.com | www.redseafilmfest.com

The Red Sea Film Foundation is a rapidly emerging force in the global film industry.
As an independent, non-profit organization, it fosters the film sector in Saudi Arabia,
Arab world, Asia and Africa.

Mohammad
Jastaniah

Fund Cycle
Management Lead

Goree Cinema x Yetu (Un)Limited
33749441290 | yanisgaye@goreecinema.com | www.goreecinema.com

Goree Cinema is a senegalese boutique production house at the intersection of creative
producing and social entrepreneurship. In 2023, we co-founded Yetu (Un)Limited, an
innovative panafrican film studio.

Yanis Gaye
Producer x Head of
Studio

Durban FilmMart Institute
info@durbanfilmmart.com | www.durbanfilmart.co.za

Durban FilmMart is Africa’s leading film finance and coproduction market currently in
its 16th year.

Magdalene Reddy
Director
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Joburg Film Festival
27824488555 | taryn@joburgfilmfestival.co.za | www.joburgfilmfestival.co.za

The Joburg Film Festival, in partnership with MultiChoice, is one of South Africa’s
premier cultural events. It screens over 100 films yearly and hosts the Joburg Xchange
(JBX) Industry Programme.

Taryn Joffe
Festival Manager

Realness Institute
27731953825 | sk@realness.institute | www.realness.institute

Realness Institute, a non-profit founded in 2015, strengthens Africa’s film and TV
ecosystem through training, residencies, and partnerships with Netflix, EAVE, and
global festivals to empower filmmakers.

Sheila Feruzi Mehret Mandefro

Kassim Producer,

Operations Lead Entrepreneur and
Co-founder

Lo
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Story Oasis
27847242621 | tracey-lee@storyoasis.co.za | www.storyoasis.co.za

Story Oasis is a development hub located in South Africa, committed to crafting
compelling narratives for both big and small screens while nurturing and advancing
talent from the continent on a global scale.

Tracey Lee
Owner of Story
Oasis/ Story
Developer

ayflainwll dclinll gliaa

Massa d’Or Produccions
34933103510 | massadorproduccions@gmail.com | www.massadorproduccions.com

Founded in 1992 by Isona Passola, the directors of the house are Agusti Villaronga,
Isabel Coixet, Jesus Garay, Joaquim Jorda among others. Our films have been awarded
at Berlin, San Sebastian, Toronto, Tokyo.

Isona Passola

Film producer and
president of the
Association of Independent
Producers of the
Mediterranean (APIMED)

Station Films

201289999199 | Amjad.Film®@gmail.com

Station Films is a Sudanese production company focused on quality storytelling,
striking visuals, and innovation. With a proven track record and an unquenchable
desire to tell remarkable stories.

Amijad Abu Alala Mohammad Al

Director and Omda

Producer Director and
Producer

Malmo Arab Film Festival - MAFF
46406158055 | keblawi@maffswe.com | www.maffswe.com

Malmé Arab Film Festival (MAFF) is Europe’s leading Arab cinema platform, showcasing
films and promoting diversity, dialogue, and co-productions between Nordic and Arab
industries since 2011.

Mouhamad
Keblawi

TS Founder / Executive
Chairman
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Phi Films
21626667719 | ramijarboui@gmail.com

Phi Films crafts urgent, visionary cinema for a changing planet nurturing bold
filmmakers who invent new cinematic languages to confront ecological crisis and the
human questions reshaping today.

Ramzi Laamouri
Producer

“4 Rami Jarboui
Director

03 Medya

905337264587 | irmakyazim@03.medya.com | www.o3medya.com/en

03 Medya, owned by Mr. Saner Ayar and affiliated with MBC for the past ten years
,produces content for Turkish national television and global OTT platforms, alongside
Arabic titles such as Arous Beirut and Al Thaman.

Irmak Yazim
Executive Producer

TRT - Turkish Radio TV Corporation
903124632461 | 12punto@trt.net.tr | www.trt12punto.com

TRT Sinema co-produces & funds fiction animation documentary projects. It annually
organizes Tirkiye's largest script development and co-production platform “12 Punto”
and collaborates with film festivals.

Esra Demirkiran
Festivals
Coordinator at TRT
Sinema

United Arab Emirates

United Arab Emirates
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BlueBee Productions
233020789 | info@blue-bee.tv | www.blue-bee.tv

A leading TV & film production company reshaping Arab entertainment, led by M.
Mashish, an acclaimed Arab media figure creating innovative, high-quality content for
diverse audiences across multiple platforms.

Mohammad
Mashish

Founder and
Executive Producer

Creative Media Solutions
556608420 | bassam@cmsgulf.tv | www.cmsgulf.ty

Creative Media Solutions is an ISO-certified and award-winning media organization
that has been serving the region since 2004 in the UAE and has offices in Dubai Studio
City and Qatar Media City

Bassam Alasad
Producer

DigiSay
201222402218 | abbas@digisay.com | www.digisay.com

An award winning media-tech company with services like production, advertising,
project management, and content protection across both regional and global markets.
DigiSay’s clients include Google.

Ahmed Abbas
CEO

.
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Fremantle
971504582714 | anahita.kheder@fremantle.com | www.fremantle.com

Fremantle is a leading global distributor, creator and producer of some of the world’s
most successful content across Entertainment, Drama & Film, and Documentaries.

Anahita Kheder

EVP EMEA, Formats &
Licensing, International
Distribution, International

Front Row Filmed Entertainment LLC
97142865644 | info@frontrowent.ae | www.frontrowent.com

Founded in 2003, Front Row Filmed Entertainment is a leading MENA distributor
acquiring 95+ titles annually, with a library of 1,800+ films spanning blockbusters, art-
house, and Netflix’s first Arabic Original,

Gianluca Chakra
CEO

Google
97144509500 | www.support.google.com

YouTube’s mission is to give everyone a voice and show them the world. We believe
everyone deserves to have a voice & that the world is a better place when we listen,
share and build community through our stories.

Tanya Khoury
YouTube Lead, Media
& Entertainment
Partnerships

United Arab Emirates

United Arab Emirates
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Majid Al Futtaim Entertainment
971506615024 | darine.elkhatib@maf.ae

Majid Al Futtaim Entertainment creates exceptional experiences through VOX
Cinemas, Ski Dubai, and VOX Studios, delivering innovative entertainment and leisure
offerings across MENA. VOX Studios’ is MAF's film

Darine El Khatib
VP VOX Studios

Orient Films

971509552609 | nkhoury@orientfilms.com | www.orientfilms.com

Orient Films is a UAE-based distributor that specializes in Egyptian films across the
GCC and abroad. With exclusive Egyptian studio partnerships, it has released 30+
films, reaching 15+ millions admissions.

Nadine Khouri
Managing Director

Rise Studios
564643023 | amanda@risestudios.me | www.risestudios.me

Rise Studios is an entertainment company investing to build a collaborative ecosystem
of world class talent from MENA and beyond. We champion and nurture creative
entrepreneurs, supporting them to tell stories

Amanda Turnbull
Founder & CEO

Ziad Srouji

SVP Content Srategy
and Commercial
Development
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Yango Play
971509759600 | joe.alkhawand@yango.com | yango play

Yango Play is a streaming platform offering Arab audiences a diverse mix of original,
local, and international entertainment, with a focus on authentic stories and
seamless viewing experiences.

Joe Al Khawand
Head of MENA
content production

North Star Media Group
13107797740 | ivana@northstarmediagroup.co | www.northstarmediagroup.co

We are rewriting the rules for global media. We champion boundary-breaking creators
who are changing global storytelling for everyone. This is where culture-defining
content transforms global markets.

Ivana Kirkbride
Co-founder and
Executive Producer

Route243

972599700976 | info@route243.com | www.route243.com

ROUTE 243 is a global entertainment studio championing underrepresented voices,
creating bold, original IP across film, TV, audio, and gaming with lasting cultural and
commercial impact.

Hanna Atallah
Producer

186
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Meem Square Films
97466291509 | maa6294@u.northwestern.edu

Meem Square Films is a Yemen based production company focusing on telling stories
from Yemen.

Mariam Al- Mohammed Al-
Dhubhani Jaberi
Director Producer
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DAE

DAE is the members
network for documentary
professionals working
inside and outside

of Europe.

Find like-minded, open, empathetic and

internationally-engaged people making up
our 900 members in 60 countries.

We offer loads of specials, goodies, access to
experts, knowledge, network and deals to save
thousands of euros per year but most importantly
be up to date and always in good company.

We are fighting for the best conditions for
documentary filmmaking and distribution.

Join the association and be part of the crew!

DOCUMENTARY . Visit our website Contact us at
ASSOCIATION —ies % )
OF EUROPE  dae-europe.org info@dae-europe.org

FILMMAKERS
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FILMMAKERS

FEATURE NARRATIVE COMPETITION
MY FATHER'S SCENT

A POET

Ubeimar Rios

Actor
Oct. 18-24

Manuel Ruiz

Producer
Oct. 18-24

TWO PROSECUTORS

Maria Baker-
Choustova

Producer
Oct. 20-24

Oleksandr
Kuznetsov

Actor
Oct. 20-24

SHADOWBOX

Tillotama Shome

Actress
Oct. 16-20

Saumyananda Sahi
Co-Director, Screen-
play, Cinematography,

Producer
Oct. 20-24
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Mohamed Siam

Director, Writer
Oct. 15-24

Mohamed Hefzy

Producer
Oct. 16-24

Brandy Miller

Co-Producer
Oct. 15-21

Ahmed Amer

Writer
Oct. 17-24

Mayan El-Sayed

Actress
Oct. 16-21

Ahmed Malek

Actor
Oct. 16-21

Kamel El-Basha

Actor
Oct. 16-21

WHERE THE WIND COMES FROM

Amel Guellaty

Director
Oct. 17-24

THE SETTLEMENT

~ Mohammed Rashad

Director
Oct. 16-24

DOP

Frida Marzouk

Cinematographer
Oct. 16-24

Eya Bellagha

Actress
Oct. 18-24

Marina Palii

Actress
Oct. 17-23

Mahmoud Lotfi

Oct. 21-24

Ao clin

Heba Othman

Editor
Oct. 16-24

Zeyad Islam

Actor
Oct. 21-24

Yasser Abdelfattah

Art Director
Oct. 21-24

Adham Shukr

Actor
Oct. 23-24

Emad Ghoniem

Actor
Oct. 21-24

Mohamed
Abdelhady

Actor
Oct. 21-24

Hanady Abdelkhalek

Actress
Oct. 21-24
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Hajar Omar

Actress
Oct. 21-24

Hala Lotfy

Producer
Oct. 21-24

SHORT FILM COMPETITION
MY BROTHER, MY BROTHER

S THE WOLF

Abdelrahman
Dnewar

Director
Oct. 22-24

Abdallah Dnewar

Producer
Oct. 20-24

Hesham Marold

Producer
Oct. 22-24

Karim Marold

Producer
Oct. 22-24

Sameh Alaa

Director
Oct. 20-24

Ehab Rehan

Producer
Oct. 20-24

LOYNES

Dorian Jespers

Director
Oct. 20-24

BREAKING OUT OF ALI AND

MAHER'S BASE

Abanoub Youssef

Director
Oct. 20-24

Yasine Tbasi

Producer
Oct. 20-24

Nassar Gerges

Actor
Oct. 20-24

Beshoy Refaat

DOP
Oct. 20-24

Ao clin

A BEAR REMEMBERS

WATER GIRL

Hannah Palumbo

Director
Oct. 20-24

Linden Feng

Director
Oct. 20-24

Nathan Laryea

AD
Oct. 20-24

Sara Sagaii

Producer
Oct. 19-24

Sandra Desmazieres

Director
Oct. 21-24
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RESERVOIR
Deokgeun Kim
Director
Oct. 20-24
CASA CHICA
p— Lau Charles
3 Director
Oct. 19-24
Hu Yinghai

Cinematographer
Oct. 20-24

THE DEVIL AND THE BICYCLE

Sharon Hakim
Director
Oct. 21-24

OF BURNING MEMORIES &
WOUNDS
Suha Soliman
Director
Oct. 20-24
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Salma Sharnouby

Producer
Oct. 20-24

Gehad Hossam
Actress

Menha El Batrawi

Actress
Oct. 20-24

SAMRA'S DOLLHOUSE

Maissa Lihedheb

Director
Oct. 20-24

Mariam Alferjani

Actress
Oct. 20-24

Mansour Klila

Actor
Oct. 20-24

Producer
Oct. 20-24

Katherine Li Johnson

AMBUSH

Yassmina Karajah

Director
Oct. 18-24

Joanna Arida
Actress

Yazan Eid
Actor

Sereen Khass

Actress
Oct. 20-24

Rula Nasser
Producer

Amir Zaza

Director
Oct. 20-24

Sundus Al-Bashah
Actress

Ao clin

FEATURE DOCUMENTARY
COMPETITION

ALWAYS

Deming Chen

Director
Oct. 18-24

Hansen Lin
Producer
Oct. 18-24

WIND, TALK TO ME

Stefan Djordjevic
Director
Oct. 21-24
-
-

Dragana Jovovi¢

Producer
Oct. 21-24

50 METERS

Yomna Khattab
Director
m Oct. 20-24
7%
. ‘

Akram Khattab
Protagonist

Oct. 20-21

=
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OFFICIAL SELECTION OUT OF

COMPETITION
THOSE WHO WATCH OVER KABUL, BETWEEN PRAYERS
Ahmed Amer Karima Saidi Aboozar Amini LOVE IMAGINED
Producer Director Director Sarah Rozik
Oct. 17-24 Oct. 15-21 Oct. 16-24 Director
Oct. 18-24
LIFE AFTER SIHAM Julie Freres Jia Zhao
Producer Producer Omar Rozik
=y Namir Abdelmes- Oct. 1521 Oct. 1721 Actor
seeh Oct. 18-24
Director
Oct. 21-24
HOW TO BUILD A LIBRARY
Mohammed Hassan
Camille Laemle Christopher King Gad
Producer Director DOP
Oct. 21-24 Oct. 21-24 Oct. 19-24
Farida Ragab
TALES OF THE WOUNDED LAND Maia Von Lelow pitress
F Abbas Ibrahim Oct. 21-24
Director
Oct. 20-24
Mayan El-Sayed
BETTER GO MAD IN THE WILD b
Nour Ballouk Miro Remo
Producer Director
Oct. 20-24 Oct. 21-24
Ahmed El-Saadany
Actor
Camellia Ibrahim Adam Matej
Protagonist Composer
Oct. 20-24 Oct. 21-24
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

| Khadeja Ahmed

Actor
Oct. 15-20

Doha Ramadan

Actor
Oct. 15-20

Saber Omar Ali

Actor
Oct. 15-20

Mina Samy

Composer
Oct. 16-24

Nashwa Maatouk
Costme Designer

Mohamed Sami
Nassar

Color Correction
Oct. 16-24

Radwa Bashir Ali
Production Designer

Nehal Kamaln
Post producer

Gomaa Salem
Sound Engineer

Afnan Mokhtar
Production designer

Myrna Zaky
Assistant producer

Omar Hegazy
Art Director

Aly Hegazy
Assistant Producer

Sarah Goher
Director

SOUND OF FALLING

Ao clin

WHEN A RIVER BECOMES THE SEA
Mohamed Diab [N | Claud Hernandez

Writer Actress
Oct. 16-20
Ahmed El Dessouky  \yE gELIEVE YOU
Producer
Arnaud Ponthiere
Producer
Oct. 20-24
Sherif Salama
Actor
Arnaud Dufeys
Director
Oct. 20-24
Nelly Karim
Actress
THE LUMINOUS LIFE
Francisco Melo
Actor
Hanan Motawei Oct. 1719
Actress
Mw
D) AHMET
Arif Jakup
Actor
Florian Geisselmann Oct. 16-19
Actor
Oct. 18-25

Atila Klinche

Actor
Oct. 16-19
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THE GENTLEMEN

Karim El Shennawi
Director

Abdelrhman Gawish
Screenwriter

Marwan Kahky
Post Production
Supervisor

Moustafa Sakr
Writer and producer

Mohamed Ezzeldin
Writer and producer

Dina Yehia
Actress

SPECIAL PRESENRATIONS

OCEAN WITH DAVID
ATTENBOROUGH

Keith Scholey

Director
Oct. 15-19

Window on Palestine: GROUND
ZERO+

Rashid Masharawi
Creator & Artistic

Supervisor
Oct. 16-24

Laura Nikolov

Producer
Oct. 16-24

=

)

Window on Palestine: A WORLD
NOT OURS

Mehdi Fleifel

Director
222222272

Centenary Tribute to Youssef
Chahine: HALFAOUINE

&= Ferid Boughedir
2 Director
Oct. 17-22

Ao clin

Anne-Marie Boughe-
dir
» - Producer

Oct.17-22
!-r

Centenary Tribute to Youssef
Chahine: THE YOUNG ARAB
CINEMA

#&e== Ferid Boughedir
: Director
Oct.17-22

Elias Boughedir
Sound Engineer

Centenary Tribute to Youssef
Chahine: BYE BYE SOUIRTY

Daoud Aoulad-Syad

Director
Oct. 17-20
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- Pitching Forum for euro-
mediterranean co-productions

- Co-production opportunities

| al
and networking events e el ) Fl |_
HES

- Industry Meetings with key
decision makers

JUNA
T1VA

- Video Library offering

. 8™ EDITION

over 300 titles 16 - 24 OCTOBER 2025
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

- Workshops ORASCOM DEVELOPMENT

- Industry Talks

CINEGOUNA

| MARKET
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

10:00 AM

FRIDAY, OCT 17, 2025

SATURDAY, OCT 18, 2025

Booth Opening Hour

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

B2B Meetings

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Showcase ALEXA 35 Xtreme Focus Films
Booth

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Lunch Break

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

B2B Meetings

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Talk over Coffee - Common Room

5:00 PM Booth Closing Hour
6:00 PM Happy Hour
9:00 PM CineGouna Opening

10:00 AM

Ceremony

SUNDAY, OCT 19, 2025

Booth Opening Hour

MONDAY, OCT 20, 2025

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

B2B Meetings

B2B Meetings

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Signing Agreement between Ori Group China

and Egypt Film Commission at EFC Booth

Showcase Godox at General Egypt Booth

Presentation First Group with Gemini
Africa at Salon Du
Marche

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Lunch Break

Lunch Break

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

B2B Meetings

B2B Meetings

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Talk over Coffee - Common Room

Talk over Coffee - Common Room

5:00 PM

Booth Closing Hour

Booth Closing Hour

6:00 PM

Happy Hour

Happy Hour

204

cnilaivwll digall Ggu

TUESDAY, OCT 21, 2025 WEDNESDAY, OCT 22, 2025

10:00 AM

Booth Opening Hour

Booth Opening Hour

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

B2B Meetings

B2B Meetings

11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Showcase Nikon | Red ZR Camera
Camera at FotoExpress
Booth

Presentation Second Group with Gemini
Africa and
British Council at Salon du Marche

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Lunch Break

Lunch Break

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

B2B Meetings

B2B Meetings

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Talk over Coffee - Common Room

Talk over Coffee - Common Room

5:00 PM

Booth Closing Hour

Booth Closing Hour

6:00 PM

Happy Hour

Happy Hour

THURSDAY, OCT 23, 2025

10:00 AM

Booth Opening Hour

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Closing Ceremony
CineGouna
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United Media Production (UMP)
Www.ump-eg.com

Founded in 2021, UMP was built on a simple belief that
powerful stories can change how people feel, think, and
connect. In just a few years, that belief turned a small
team with a big dream into one of Egypt’s most trusted
production houses, where imagination meets precision,
and creativity meets craft. Every project we take on, from
a passion-driven short to a full-scale cinematic campaign,
carries the same heartbeat: dedication, collaboration, and a
relentless pursuit of excellence. At UMP, we're more than a
company; we're a creative family. Driven by emotion, united
by vision, and committed to making stories that move,
inspire, and endure.

Arab Radio and Television Network (ART)

www.artonline.tv

206

arr

The Arab Radio and Television Network (ART) is a leading
force in the Arab film industry, with a wide range of
activities spanning production, co-production, distribution,
and financing. ART holds the largest library of classical and
contemporary Arabic media content, representing nearly
60% of the region’s audiovisual heritage. Its mission is
to promote Arab filmmakers and encourage greater film
production across the Arab world.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Arabia Pictures
a.teama®@arabiapictures.com | www.arabiapictures.com | +966568166666

Arabia Pictures is your one-stop shop for bringing creative
visions to reality. We're a creative boutique, following the
IP's diverse portfolio. We offer a unique blend of services,

A?ABIA from ideation andd concept ldulevellt()jpment to expert project
Tha management and commercial guidance.
PICTURES

Ahmed Teama, MBA
Arabia Pictures CEO

Ahmed Teama began his career at Mobinil in 1998 before going on to lead Egypt Call
Group’'s operations across the MENA region. He later joined Nile Radio Production as
Commercial Director, then served as Managing Director of Mix FM Saudi Arabia and
Creative Edge Holding, which operates in media, television, and events. He is also the
founder of Rule Seven Marketing.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

BigBang Studios
www.tbbstudios.com | +201288880768

BigBang Studios is a fully integrated post-production hub
that offers innovative solutions to meet all filmmaking
needs, delivered on time, within budget, and in one
inspiring location.

bigbang

B EER

Essam Salama
Managing Director & Co-founder
4 +201288880768 | essam@tbbstudios.com

Essam Salama is the Managing Director and Co-founder of BigBang Studios, where he
plays a key role in shaping the company’s vision, operations, partnerships, and execution
within post-production services. Since 2008, he has worked as a post-production
supervisor on numerous film and video projects, ensuring smooth workflows, consistent
quality, and timely delivery of final outputs.

210

cnilaivwll digall Ggu

Jjoaagiw aily oy as

www.tbbstudios.com | +201288880768

1555 o sl asy b SalSza 135, "5 9005 il g’ A5
elY) me @ delio Ololis] mues dult) 3,5ue Yslo
A=y @Bse 39 8),Abl &olybl (s ddorbl o)l § eulutlly

Belasdly Yl mazy sale I]lq IJEIIII]

sT RN

dallw plnc

guwdall elypilig plell paall
essam@tbbstudios.com | +20 1288880768 4

Aol By G205t il g A uewshl ely il plall jyall eats il plas Jady
JU"s bl 1" s g 5o 350U dleieadly duahad] JLosYl o s putseS
@iiitl) pabl cuais Bole Jid LS @l Lbll Cpedls sl ey’ Gelds (sl

uslu) bailugl) Jglo " 15" 35,8 & &l el

21



CINEGOUNA MARKET

Bulletproof Film Production
+201099992543
Founded in 2022, the company strives to create cinematic

content that blends artistic quality with a modern vision,
contributing to the growth and development of the regional

m film industry. Among the company’s works are Ex Meraty
BIII!HWI'H"“F (2024) and the upcoming feature film Al Sada Al Afadel, set
FILMS to be released soon in theaters.

Mostafa Sakr
Egyptian screenwriter, producer, and the founder of Bulletproof Film

He graduated from the Higher Institute of Cinema in 2004 with a specialization in
Production, a foundation that enabled him to move seamlessly between the business and
creative sides of the industry. As a producer and entrepreneur, he founded Bulletproof
Film, a company dedicated to creating high-quality cinematic and television content in
Egypt. As a writer, he is best known for his work on major box-office hits and popular TV
series, including the acclaimed comedies Al-Kabir Awy, Nelly We Sherihan, and Kabeel,
as well as blockbuster films such as Gahim Fe El Hend, El Harb El A'lameya El Talta, and
Bank El Hazz.
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The Knowledge Hub Universities
admissions@tkh.edu.eg | 19940

njii6gs dsala - dulgall @oy=all Gileala

admissions@tkh.edu.eg | 19940

The Knowledge Hub

Coventry University’'s School of Design and Media, Cairo
Campus, located at The Knowledge Hub Universities,
offers six UK-validated programmes: Film Production,
Digital Media, Interior Architecture & Design, Graphic
Design, Product Design, and Fashion Business. The School
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Egypt Film Commission (EFC)
info@egyptfilming.com | www.egyptfilming.com | +201003335340

Egypt Film Commission (EFC) streamlines permits,
customs, and logistics for international filmmakers,
ensuring a smooth and efficient production experience in

EGYPT |
| | FILM Fevet
COMMISSION

A SUBSIDIARY OF EMPC

\
3

- Mr. Ahmed Badawi
Managing Director, Egypt Film Commission (EFC)

Mr. Ahmed Badawi is the Managing Director of EFC, leading initiatives to position Egypt
as a premier global filming destination. With extensive experience in the film industry,
he has optimized processes and fostered international collaborations that strengthen
Egypt’s standing in world cinema.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Focus Film Rentals
info@focusfilmrentals.com | www.focusfilmrentals.com

Focus Film Rentals was founded in 2009 by a passionate
team of filmmakers, cinematographers, producers, and
directors, dedicated to supporting the craft of visual
storytelling. Since then, it has grown into one of the region’s
leading rental houses for high-end filmmaking equipment.
Committed to advancing the industry, Focus Film Rentals

Focus provides state-of-the-art tools and exceptional service

FILM RENTALS to professionals working across film, television, music
videos, drama, and documentaries. With an in-house
service center, a team of 20 dedicated staff members, and
more than 50 trained technicians, the company continues
to set high standards of excellence and innovation in the
filmmaking world.

Wael Darwish
CEO and Director of Photography

A visionary leader with extensive experience in cinematography, he drives the company’s
growth through his deep expertise and unwavering passion for the art of filmmaking.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

FotoExpress Egypt
info@fotoexpresseg.com | www.FotoExpresseg.com | +20237762062/ +201006687125/ 135

FotoExpress Egypt supports filmmakers and creators
in capturing their best moments. As the exclusive
distributor for leading global brands such as Nikon and
RED, the company offers premium equipment, project
collaborations, and hands-on training. Serving as Egypt’s
qu/,g one-stop destination for all things photo and video,
FotoExpress empowers visual storytellers at every level.

S Mo ptrev

Noha Amr Abdel Aziz

Adham Amr Abdel Aziz
CEO

Partners Noha and Adham Amr Abdel Aziz lead FotoExpress Egypt, a second-generation
family business driving growth and innovation in visual media. Combining strategic
leadership with creative vision, they have expanded the company’s reach and strengthened
its influence across Egypt’'s commercial and cinematic industries
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

General Group

www.general.eg | +20224185900 / +201022029210

Generol

General Group has been a leading provider of photography
and videography equipment for over 22 years, representing
more than 25 global brands in Egypt. The company
specializes in professional photography, videography, and
cinema equipment, including FUJIFILM, Nanlite, Knowled,
Nanlux, Godox, and Kupo. With additional branches in the
UAE, Hong Kong, and China, General Group continues to
expand its regional and international presence in the visual
media industry.

Romany Samir

v Chairman of General Group

Romany Samir, Chairman of General Group, founded the company over 23 years ago and
has since built it into one of Egypt’s leading firms specializing in the import, export, and
distribution of international brands for photography and cinema equipment.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Embassy of India, Cairo
Www.eoicairo.gov.in | +20227360052 / 27363051 / 27364038

cnilaivwll digall Ggu
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www.eoicairo.gov.in | +20227360052 / 27363051/ 27364038

Dr. Prakash Choudhary
Director, MACIC

The Embassy of India in Cairo serves as the diplomatic
mission of the Republic of India to the Arab Republic
of Egypt. Dedicated to strengthening the historic ties
between India and Egypt, the Embassy actively promotes
cultural exchange, economic cooperation, and people-to-
people connections. Through initiatives in art, cinema,
and cultural diplomacy, the Embassy highlights India’s
vibrant creative industries and supports collaborations
between Indian and Egyptian artists. Its participation in
the El Gouna Film Festival reflects India’s commitment to
fostering cross-cultural dialogue and celebrating the power
of film as a bridge between nations.

+201288734026 | sa.cairo@mea.gov.in

Mr. Essam Abdel Mongy
Cultural Executive

+201201813499 | essam@indembcairo.com
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Iraqi Film Fund
wareth@iragifilmfund.com | www.iragifilmfund.com | +9647835888988

The Iragi Film Support Initiative is a national program
launched by the Prime Minister’s Office to nurture and

5—5 = empower Iraq’s film sector. It supports filmmakers through
grants, training, and partnerships, fostering the rebirth of
Iragi cinema nationally and internationally.

Lol oca dpplio
IRAQI FILM FUND

Wareth Kwaish
f¢  Filmmaker & Cultural Project Manager

Wareth Kwaish is a filmmaker and cultural project manager dedicated to preserving,
developing, and internationally promoting Iragi cinema. He currently works on the Iraqgi
Film Fund and serves as Project Manager of the Iragi Cinematheque Project. He is also
involved in establishing the National Center for Cinema and Moving Image (INFC) and
the National Center for the Iragi Archive and Memory, while serving as a Member and
Rapporteur of the Irag National Committee for the Oscars. Kwaish led Iraq’s return to
the Cannes Film Festival in 2025 with the restoration and world premiere of Said Effendi
(1956) in Cannes Classics, and launched Baghdad Film Days to connect Iraqi projects with
regional and international partners.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

SPECTOP
spectop2000@yahoo.fr | 00212661105004

Since its establishment in 1995, SPECTOP has specialized
in the fields of telecommunications and audiovisual
production. It is one of the leading companies in film and
television production in Morocco, having made a significant

s P E CTCP mark in the world of cinema and television through its
dedicated efforts and creativity. With a diverse range
of productions, including series, films, and TV shows,
SPECTOP has earned wide acclaim from both audiences
and critics alike. The company is known for its ability to
present captivating stories with high artistic and creative
dimensions, making it a trusted partner for major channels
such as 2M, SNRT, and Tamazight TV domestically, as well
as successful partnerships with international channels like
Al Jazeera and MBC Group.

Fatna Benkirane
Producer

fatnabenkrirane@gmail.com

Fatna Benkirane is a visionary Moroccan producer, recognized for her commitment in
promoting Moroccan television and cinema on the international stage. From a young
age, she developed a passion for storytelling and visual arts. After earning her degree
in audiovisual studies, she began her career as a production manager on several local
projects. She quickly moved into production, shining a light on stories rooted in Moroccan
culture and reality. Over the years, she has produced acclaimed series and films. Her work
has been praised for its ability to capture the essence of Moroccan life while addressing
universal themes. Committed to promoting diversity and inclusion, Benkirane actively
supports young talents and women in the film industry. She is also involved in initiatives
aimed at developing the audiovisual sector in Morocco.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Africa Film Finance Forum

markets@africafilmfinanceforum.com | www.africafilmfinanceforum.com | +234816144

0087 / +234 803 565 7616

AFRICA
/3 \ FILM mecs
mrr 2025

The Africa Film Finance Forum was founded to address the
crucial gap in film financing across the continent through
its flagship initiatives, the Africa Film Finance Summit
and Market, which connect African filmmakers and
entrepreneurs with global investors. Beyond these events,
the Forum continues to empower the industry through the
Africa Film Finance Consulting Group and the Africa Film
Business School, offering year-round guidance, training,
and mentorship. Together, these efforts aim to build a
sustainable, globally competitive, and thriving African film
industry.

Mary Ephraim-Egbas

Founder

) m.ephraim@okhma.com

Mary Ephraim-Egbas is a distinguished film executive with over 21 years’ experience. She
leads Homelands Films and Okhma Global Limited, advances financing through the Africa
Film Finance Forum, serves as National Secretary of the Film Distributors Association of
Nigeria, and is recognized by the Most Influential People of African Descent as Top 50

Finance Expert in 2025.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

The Sound Of Egypt
info@thesoundofegypt.com | +201205213410

Founded in 2020 by renowned VO artist Ahmed Zaher, we
are the Middle East’s first audio branding agency. Offering

;1—_ VO recordings, sound design, podcast production, music,
THE _?- and the region’s largest VO library, we craft distinctive sonic
SOUND == identities for leading brands.

OF EGYPT

STUDIOS

Ahmed Zaher
CEO
zaher@thesoundofegypt.com

Ahmed Zaher, the official voice of CBC since its launch, is a leading VO artist and
audio branding expert with 20 years of experience. He has voiced global brands,
established radio stations, and trained many of today’s well-known regional VO
talents.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

T-VFX
zafar@t-vfx.com | t-vfx.com | +971551445328

T-VFX is an award-winning international studio with
offices in four countries and over 25 years of expertise in
CGl and VFX. We deliver artistry for film, striking imagery
for advertising, and large-scale visuals for multimedia.
With a team of 150+ specialists, we transform raw ideas
into brilliant graphics.

\ Majd Nassif
' Founder

Majd Nassif, founder of Longevity Pictures and producer of Locked and the upcoming
Amazon MGM film Mercy, is also Managing Partner at T-VFX, a global visual effects studio
with over 25 years of experience. He leads the company’s strategic expansion into the
Middle East, driving innovation and creative collaboration across the region’s growing film
industry.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

WOMENA

www.womena.com

Womena is a global media company dedicated to creating
compelling female-focused content that inspires social
change. We amplify the voices of trailblazing women,
offering fresh and inclusive perspectives which celebrate

womena diversity, create role models out of changemakers and
expand women's choices by challenging limiting beliefs and
stereotypes. Through honest and authentic storytelling,
Womena works to shift perceptions about women in and
from the Middle East and what they are capable of-more
accurately representing the new generation of strong,
confident, and empowered Arab women in a culturally
relevant way

Amira Salah-Ahmed
Managing Partner & Executive Producer

amira@womena.com

Amira Salah-Ahmed is a director, producer, writer, and former journalist with over 20 years
of experience in the media industry. She is the Managing Partner and Executive Producer
at Womena, a feminist media company dedicated to telling the stories of women in and
from the Arab world.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Film Square Productions
info@film-square.com | film-square.com

Founded in 2016 by the distinguished producer Ahmed
Badawy, Film Square stands as a premier force in cinematic
excellence. Headquartered in Egypt and operating on a
i global scale, the company is dedicated to crafting world-
| Film Square class, award-caliber films that captivate audiences across
g - RODUCTIONS cultures. With an unwavering commitment to artistry
and innovation, Film Square has swiftly ascended to
become one of the region’s most influential and respected
production houses, setting new standards for the Egyptian,

Arab, and international film industries.

Ahmed Badawy
Founder & Visionary Producer

Ahmed Badawy, founder of Film Square, is one of Egypt's most esteemed and
accomplished producers, with over two decades of experience shaping the landscape of
Arab and international cinema. Throughout his career, Badawy has served as an executive
producer on numerous landmark films, driving projects that combine powerful storytelling
with global appeal. His visionary leadership has resulted in award-nominated films and
internationally celebrated works. Film Square, earned recognition across prestigious
festivals and competitions worldwide including Cannes film Festival and Tribeca film
Festival. Today, Ahmed Badawy leads Film Squares’ lineup of major international projects,
bringing Egyptian and Arab cinema to the global stage.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Cine Crew

WWw.cinecrew.co

Cine Crew is a leading company in the media equipment
rental industry in Saudi Arabia, elevating filmmaking and
advertising with cutting-edge equipment and skilled crews.
Founded by media industry professionals, we prioritize
cinecrewJ expertise, quality, reliability, and collaboration. We offer
light, grip, camera, and sound crews, utilizing equipment
from top brands. The company has contributed to over
1,000 advertisements and 30 films and series.

Abdulrahman Alsanea

General Manager

With extensive experience in media production and leadership, Abdulrahman
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Gemini Africa
info@geminiafrica.com | 33020853

Gemini Africa is a leading enabler for startups and MSMEs,
providing a comprehensive range of investment and
financial options, untapped business opportunities and
Y. innovative flagship programs. The organization focuses on
Gemini two thematic areas: social entrepreneurship and creative
U Africa industries, with a particular emphasis on empowering
women who aspire to make a significant impact on
economic development and enhancing the Egyptian
ecosystem.

Adly Thoma
Chairman/ CEO
adly.thoma®@geminiafrica.com

Adly Thoma is the visionary chairman and CEO of Gemini Africa, a startups and MSMEs
enabler that revolutionizes the Egyptian entrepreneurial ecosystem. Under his dynamic
leadership, Gemini Africa bridges the gap between entrepreneurs and the business
world, offering innovative investment models, untapped business opportunities, and
groundbreaking programs in social entrepreneurship and the creative industries. With a
special focus on empowering women, his mission is to drive economic empowerment and
develop the Egyptian ecosystem.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

BRITISH COUNCIL
information@britishcouncil.org

The British Council supports peace and prosperity by
building connections, understanding, and trust between
people in the UK and countries worldwide. It uniquely
. BRITISH combines the UK's deep expertise in arts and culture,
education, and the English language, along with a global
. COUNCIL presence and relationships in over 100 countries. This
includes unparalleled access to young people, creatives,
and educators, along with its own creative spark. In 2024,
the British Council marks 90 years of service. Over these
years, it has created opportunities for millions of people
and developed deep, long-lasting relationships. The British
Council continues to adapt to meet the needs of a changing
world while remaining committed to its founding principles.

Sami Creta

A Creative Economy Lead-British Council

Sami Creta earned a BA in Fine Arts in 2008 and an MA in Management of Cultural
Organisations from Sophia University Institute, Italy, in 2014. He served as programme
manager at the Jesuit Cultural Centre in Alexandria. In 2019, he joined the U.S. Department
of State’s IVLP programme on social change through the arts. In 2022, he was named
Chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters by the French Ministry of Culture. He completed
the Arts Management course by the DeVos Institute (University of Maryland) in 2023.

Since May 2023, Creta has been Arts Project Manager at the British Council, and in 2025,
he became Creative Economy Lead.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Hekayat Productions
info@hekayat-productions.com | www.hekayat-productions.com | +201507074050

Founded in 201 by director and producer Tamer
Eissa with the goal of creating a hub for creative
documentary filmmaking, Hekayat has produced
= dozens of documentaries, songs, TV reports, and
advertising campaigns in collaboration with development
(_;'-w‘-'-'?“/
-

organizations, media platforms, and regional and
TAMER EISSA on feature films and television series.

international broadcasters. The Hekayat team now works

Tamer Eissa
Founder & General Manager
i +201223419552 | tamereissal@gmail.com

Othman Media Law firm
marketing@othmanmedialaw.com | +201091605226

Mahmoud Othman is an Egyptian lawyer and the founder
of Othman Media Law. He graduated from the Faculty of

Law at Cairo University in 2007. Since 2013, he has decided

@ to focus more on the legal aspects related to intellectual
property rights and art-related cases in Egypt and

. IO”’ L worldwide. He has since become a legal advisor to many
—-— -— cultural institutions, both Arab and foreign, as well as to

production companies and a number of Arab and Egyptian
artists.

Mahmoud Othman
Entertainment Lawyer-Founder

othman@othmanmedialaw.com
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Whiskers Studios

jgargiw jSuug
whiskit@whiskers.studio | whiskers.studio | +201125537701 whiskit@whiskers.studio | whiskers.studio | +201125537701
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

Garage Art Production
info@garageartproduction.com | www.garageartproduction.com | +20227904530

Garage Art Production is a film production company
founded by Egyptian filmmaker and actor Ahmed Magdy.
Its mission is to support the next generation of independent
directors, help in bringing their unique vision to life, and be
part of the conversation on socially relevant topics

GARAGE

ART PRODUCTION

Ahmed Magdy
CEO

Ahmed Magdy is an Egyptian actor, filmmaker, and producer. He is also a Goodwill
Ambassador for the (UNFPA) and the (EU) for the Water Initiative in Egypt. He has
made several short fiction and documentary films that have won numerous local and
international awards. His first feature film, No One There, 2019 had its world premiere at
the 40th Cairo International Film Festival; and its international premiere at the Marrakech
International Film Festival, where it received critical acclaim. Magdy has also starred in
many distinguished series and cinematic works.
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CINEGOUNA MARKET

ORI Group
info@ori-pic.com | www.china-

ori.com

Panda Films

Founded in 2006 with studios across China, ORI Group is
dedicated to building a comprehensive cultural enterprise
that integrates film creation, production, and distribution.
In 2025, the company launched its MENA Regional
Headquarters in Riyadh, expanding its global footprint and
fostering cross-cultural collaboration.

info@pandafilms.net | pandafilms.com | +902122436030
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MOSKINO (MOSCOW FILM
filminmoscow.com

MOSKINO
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Panda Films is an Istanbul-based production company
specializing in creative and service production across films,
commercials, documentaries, TV shows, and music videos.
Dedicated to high-craft storytelling and visually striking
work, the company reflects the vision and energy of a new
generation of filmmakers.

CLUSTER)

Moskino (Moscow Film Cluster) is an organization under
the Moscow Department of Culture that oversees the
implementation of special incentive measures and other
citywide initiatives in the field of cinematography.

The Moscow Film Cluster was established as part of Mayor
Sergey Sobyanin’s initiative “Moscow — the City of Cinema.”

Moskino represents a full-fledged ecosystem that unites
Film Commission, Film Park, Film Factory, and Gorky
Film Studio, the Digital Film Platform, Cinema Chain.
Working organically under the Moskino umbrella brand,
these entities support the film community, help increase
the volume of film production in Moscow, and promote
the city’s image in global cinema. Each element of the
structure plays an essential role.
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Durban FilmMart

Institute

WWW.DURBA NFILMM ART.CO.ZA

What is Filmmart.Africa?

Filmmart.Africa is an online network for film professionals to connect, present new projects,
and access resources and support. The platform aims to provide up to date, trusted business
information that will help the industry collaborate and develop.

What can | FIND on Filmmart.Africa?

How to join?
Sign up for free by visiting https:/filmmart.africa

"BRIDGING YOU TO INTERNATIONAL
MEDIA & WORLD HEADLINES.”

7%<h GLOBALADVISORS
= COMMUNICATIONS

“At Global Advisors, we give you access to global
media, to influential voices, and to the trusted
advisors who shape international perception.
We turn proximity into partnership and visibility into
credibility.

When the world’s most recognized platforms speak,
it's because we've helped your story reach them.”
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INSPIRING & CONNECTING

COMMUNITIES

Through film screenings, workshops,
panels, and masterclasses across
different Governorates all year long
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CINEGOUNA EMERGE

CineGouna Emerge is the umbrella that houses all the initiatives dedicated to young and
emerging talents. CineGouna Emerge reaffirms GFF’s deep commitment to nurturing the
next generation of filmmakers and creatives from Egypt, the Arab world, and Africa.

Y
\’
SAWIRIS FOUNDATION

Cinegouna Emerge Program ; e Gpatw anwie  Arosos (...)

The CineGouna Emerge Program aims to empower Egypt’s next generation of filmmakers.
Supported by GFF's Impact Partner, the Sawiris Foundation for Social Development
(SFSD), DROSOS FOUNDATION, and the European Union in Egypt, El Gouna Film Festival
invites film students, emerging filmmakers, and young film professionals to access all
aspects of the festival.

Participants engage in panels, masterclasses, workshops, film screenings, and tailored
networking and learning opportunities. The festival is delighted to host all selected
participants throughout the program. Alongside attending screenings and CineGouna
Forum and Market activities, they also benefit from the exclusive “Meet the Experts”
networking and learning program.

Over the past two years, CineGouna Emerge has provided hundreds of participants with a
unique opportunity to access the regional and international film industry while connecting
with a community of peers. Many of our alumni have gone on to achieve remarkable
milestones in their careers and often credit the program as a pivotal experience in their
professional journeys.

GFF continues to widen the scope of support offered to emerging filmmakers and film
professionals, ensuring that every young talent finds a space to grow, connect, and thrive.

Meet the Experts Program

Meet the Experts (MTE) sessions are intimate conversations with industry professionals
focused on craft, theory, and industry practice open exclusively to Emerge participants.
These sessions are curated by the CineGouna Emerge team based on participants’ areas of
interest, covering filmmaking from A to Z.

This year, DROSOS FOUNDATION and the Sawiris Foundation for Social Development
(SFSD) are supporting an extension of the program, which includes the creation of a
booklet and a podcast series documenting the sessions — both to be released after the
festival.

This year, participating experts include: Abdallah Dnewar, Ahmed Amer, Ahmed Nabil
(representing the Dahshur Creative Talent Market), Ahmed Sabbour, Andrew Mohsen,
Ayten Amin, Céline Roustan, Joanna Duncombe, Magdalene Reddy, Maheen Ismail, Mina
Samy, Muhammad Taymour, Reem El Adl, Sameh Alaa, Siza Zayed, Soleil Gharbieh, Tareq
Ibrahim, Théo Lionel, Thuraya Ismail, Yanis Gaye, Yasser Naeim with Ahmed Magdy, Yomna
Khattab, Youssef Shazli, and Zena Abdelbaky.
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Program Tracks

The CineGouna Emerge Program includes several distinct tracks:

CineGouna Emerge

The flagship CineGouna Emerge Program invites young filmmakers and film professionals —
including, but not limited to, directors, screenwriters, producers, actors, cinematographers,
editors, and sound designers — to immerse themselves in the festival.

Cinegouna Emerge Participants:

Abdelrahman Elsayed, Abdelrahman Shamroukh, Abdelrhman Drhous, Ahmed Alaa,
Ahmed Elsamman, Ahmed Essam, Ahmed Ibrahim Yassin, Ahmed Maher, Ahmed
Mohsen, Ahmed Roshdy Omar, Ali El Sardy, Ali Sleiman Jaffal, Aliaa Aly, Amena Ebeid,
Amina Abdel-Halim, Amina Arafa, Amjad Sokkar, Amna Eissa, Anwaar Mohamed, Antoine
Damien, Antonious George, Asim Abdulaziz, Aya Chriki, Aya Elhosieny, Basel Kodb, Boles
Essa, Bothaina Akram, Carol Samy, Catherine Faique, Christina Malak, Dalia Ghalib, Dereck
Nziyakwi, Dina El-Zeneiny, Ereny Nadi, Eyad EImorsy, Fady Boles, Fatema Yasser, Fatima
Mohamed, Fatma El Anany, Gabriel Walta Busulwa, George Adel, Ghazzal Abdullah, Habeb
Elawar, Hagar Abd EI Aall Ali, Hala Alhindawi, Hany Yassa, Hussein Mohamed, Imane
Majid, Jannah Bassem, Joe Azar, John El-Sabbagh, Jory Eldred, Kerolos Youssef, Kerolos
Medhat Ibrahim, Kirollos George, Mahinour Moustafa, Mahmoud Yussuf, Majid Aldemeri,
Mai Adel Elnaggar, Marina Atef, Mariz Essam Gerges Melk, May Sherif, Merna Mamdouh,
Merna Medhat, Mina Nabil Fahem, Mohamed El-Khatib, Mohamed Farid, Mohamed Fawi,
Mohamed Hasan, Mohamed Sherif, Mohra Bahaa, Mostafa Magdy, Mourad Massoud,
Muhammad Mahmoud, Nathalie Maher, Nouran Emad, Obett Motaung, Omar Ali, Omar
Khaled Essawy, Omar Mohamed, Omar Yousri, Omnia Mahmoud Redwan, Peter EImasry,
Peter Ibrahim, Rana El Sherif, Rawan EIGhonimi, Rawan Elsayed, Rogaina Kamal, Rmas
Alhazmi, Rowan Aldib, Salma Dahab, Salma Hanafy, Salma Saleh, Sarah Elmasry, Sarah
Hussein, Shaza Ashraf, Shehab Ali, Shehab Betelmal, Taha Al Tramsy, Tibyan El Fateh, Yara
Awad, Yassen Safwat, Yasser Abdelgawad, Yehia Ayoub, Zahraa Gohar, Zeina Mashhour,
Zeina Tarek, and Zeyad Elnady.

The SeeMe Track

The SeeMe Track targets emerging actors, offering them the chance to experience the
festival while living the glamour of walking the red carpet. The program prepares them
to confidently engage with press and media, as well as present themselves to directors,
producers, and agents.

SeeMe participants: Ahlam Alaa Eldin, Ahmed Saeed, Amgad Hegazy, Farah Bakier, Leila
Magdy Bader, Marina Magdy, Mariam Amer, Menna Yasser, Mohamed Abacay, Monika
Medhat, Mostafa Shaker, Nelly Sharkawy, Nermin Sharkawy, Réa Gemayel, and Yazan Eid.

You can access the SeeMe participants catalogue here.

Cinegouna Emerge Story Showcase (CESS) and SeeMe Showcase

This year, we are introducing two new events: the CineGouna Emerge Story Showcase
(CESS) and the SeeMe Showcase. The CESS allows selected participants to share a project
they are currently working on with fellow Emerge participants. The SeeMe Showcase
provides our Seeme cohort a chance to perform short scenes or monologues onstage in
front of a live audience.

Both of these showcases will be held on the 22nd of October at 11 am at El Gouna Library.
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The Perspectives Track

The Perspectives Track nurtures young and emerging photographers, journalists, film
critics, and content creators, offering them the chance to cover the festival through
articles, photography, and video content in collaboration with the festival’'s Press and
Publications team.

Perspectives Participants: Abdallah Mansour, Ahmed Emad, Ahmed Sief, Bessan Khattab,
Chaima Gharsallaoui, Dina Houhou, Fadila Amer, Ibrahim Al Gharabawy, Jude Nazem, Laila
Tantawy, Malak Abo EIHassan, Muhammad Radi, Mustafa Abdelraouf, Reyad Darwish,
Shehab Ahmed, Ummulkhairi Mansur Sadiqg, and Ziad Rushdy.

The Take Two Track

Emerge: Take Two is a dedicated track for returning participants. Alumni of previous
Emerge programs return as peer mentors, guiding new participants throughout their
festival journey.

Avya El Hussieny, Baher El Nwehy, Essam Hayder, Hamdy Wahba, Ibrahim Swerky, Maahes
Adly, Mahmod Sharaf, Mohamed Sammy Mossalam, Peter Monier, Sarah Kest, Tarig
Abdalla, Zaina Alaa, and Zeina Belasy.

The Cinegouna Emerge Awards & Prizes

For the third year in a row, and in an effort to further develop our participants’ critical
thinking and creative voice, we are continuing the CineGouna Emerge Awards for the
films in competition at the festival. The initiative allows participants to give back to the
filmmakers whose works inspired them throughout the festival.

Participants are assigned specific films to watch, and at the end of the festival, they are
invited to vote for their favorite documentary feature, fiction feature, and short film.
The awards are then presented to the winning filmmakers during the CineGouna Closing
Award Ceremony.

This year’s awards include:

*  The CineGouna Emerge EU in Egypt Award for Best Documentary Feature

*  The CineGouna Emerge Sawiris Foundation Award for Best Fiction Feature

«  The DROSOS Foundation Award for Best Short Film
All participants who cast their votes are entered into a lottery, from which four
participants are randomly selected to receive a €500 cash prize each. These prizes, offered

by the French Institute and the French Embassy in Egypt, are intended to support the
participants’ ongoing professional development.

ESLSCA Scholarship

This year, through our partnership with ESLSCA University, two CineGouna Emerge
participants will be awarded full scholarships to pursue a Bachelor’s degree in Cinematic
Arts at ESLSCA University. This opportunity will allow them to study cinema over the course
of three years, further developing their creative and academic foundation in the field.

The scholarship recipients will be announced at the CineGouna Closing.
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CineGouna Rising Stars

CineGouna Rising Stars is designed to recognize and celebrate the next generation of Arab
and North African filmmakers. Inspired by El Gouna'’s iconic starfish, the program envisions
these filmmakers as the future stars of our regional cinema.

This year, seven talents — including writers, directors, and producers — have been selected
for their significant contributions to the field.
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Rising Stars

Yomna Khattab
Director

Egypt

iz

Yomna is a Cairo-based filmmaker whose
feature script Rokaya won the 2018 Sawiris
Cultural Prize. Her debut documentary 50
Meters premiered at CPH:DOX 2025. She
has written for Netflix's Echoes From the
Past and manages the Jesuit Film School in
Upper Egypt while developing her second
documentary, | Have Other Friends.

Yassmina Karajah
Screenwriter, Director
Jordan/Palestine

Yassmina Karajah is a Jordanian-Palestinian
writer-director whose films have screened
at TIFF, AFI Fest, and MoMA’s New
Directors/New Films. Her short, Rupture
(2018) won Slamdance’s Grand Jury Prize
and was acquired by The Criterion Channel.
Her latest short, Ambush (2025) premiered
at TIFF. She is developing her debut feature
setin Amman.
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Mariam Al-Dhubhani
Journalist, filmmaker,
curator, and educator
Yemen

Mariam Al-Dhubhani is an award-winning
Yemeni-Russian filmmaker, curator, and
educator whose work amplifies human
stories from conflict regions. A two-time
TEDx speaker and VR pioneer recognized
internationally, she has mentored filmmakers
across the MENA region and is completing
her feature debut, Let’s Play Soldiers,
showcased at IDFA, Cannes, and Venice.

Sameh Alaa
Director, Screenwriter,
Producer

Egypt

Sameh Alaa is an Egyptian filmmaker
based between Brussels and Cairo. His
acclaimed short Fifteen premiered at TIFF
2017, winning multiple awards. In 2020, his
film | Am Afraid to Forget Your Face won
the Palme d’'Or at Cannes. He is currently
developing his debut feature film.
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Sarah Goher
Director, Producer

Egypt

Sarah Goher is an Egyptian-American
filmmaker from the South Bronx and an
alumna of NYU Tisch. She worked on Cairo
678, Clash, Amira, and Marvel Studios’
Moon Knight. Her directorial debut, Happy
Birthday, premiered at the 2025 Tribeca
Festival, winning Best International

Amel Guellaty
Screenwriter, Director,
and photographer
Tunis

Amel Guellaty is a Tunisian director,
screenwriter, and photographer. Her debut
short Black Mamba (2017) screened at over
60 festivals, winning 20 awards before being
acquired by Canal+. Her second short Chitana
(2022) also gained international acclaim. Her
debut feature Where the Wind Comes From
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Feature, Best Screenplay, and the Nora premiered at Sundance 2025.
Ephron Award.

Valentin Noujaim
Filmmaker and Artist
French Lebanese

Valentin Noujaim, born in 1991, is a Franco-
Lebanese filmmaker based between

Paris and Athens. He is the author of

the La Défense trilogy, and his films and
installations explore themes of collapse
and urban hauntology through both

16mm and digital formats. His work has
been presented at major international
festivals and institutions, including MoMA,
CPH:DOX, and the International Film
Festival Rotterdam (IFFR). He is currently
developing his first feature film, Asaa.

As part of the CineGouna Forum, this year’s Rising Stars will take part in a panel discussion
titled “Meet the Rising Stars: New Scene” on October 21 at 11 AM.

Mini-CineGouna

Launched at the 6th Edition of GFF, Mini-CineGouna is an educational initiative that
partners with schools in El Gouna to introduce young pupils to the world of cinema. Through
specially curated screenings, this program fosters a love for the arts from an early age.

GFF aims to make animation accessible to young learners, encouraging them to explore
their creativity and develop new skills.

This year, the pupils will be watching Ocean with David Attenborough by Toby Nowlan and Colin
Butfield, and Little Amélie or the Character of Rain, by Mailys Vallade and Liane-Cho Han.
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UNFPA is committed to supporting adolescent
girls and creating an enabling environment where
they can reach their full potential

Through different multi-sectoral interventions,
UNFPA works to combat harmful practices against
girls, build their social, economic and health assets

AR I O M s /? TALIAN AGENCY and empowers them with knowledge and skills to
L [} \ ?

T, FOR DEVELOPMENT make informed choices about their lives.
UN MIGRATION COOPERATION




Funded by EUN'C
the European Union -ft y E’-rl([\:ﬁ:ﬂ:a Institules

CONNECTING THROUGH ARTS & CULTURE!

EUNIC Egypt is the network of European cultural institutes and
embassies like the Austrian Cultural Forum, British Council,
Instituto Cervantes, Italian Cultural Institute, Czech Centres and
Embassy and more, working together with the European Union
to support the culture scene in Egypt through grants, art
residencies, festivals, capacity-building programs, and more!
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We strive to celebrate artistic diversity through partnering with a
wide range of Egyptian artists and creatives.

Curious to know more? Get in touch!

@ www.eunicegypt.org (©) @eunicegypt (@ info@eunicegypt.org I O M _' , PRI N EUI.SJM
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Since its inception in 2017, the UN Refugee Agency in Egypt (UNHCR) has been a 22 Brought to you by
proud partner of El Gouna Film Festival. In a world where multiple crises continue to Trl qT -
unfold, the cinematic weorld holds immense power in raising awareness on the bt -aﬂk . '—-m
challenges faced by individuals forced to flee. Even more importantly, film offers a OCtOber o =

unique platform to bring refugee stories to life.

2025 s Google

"One refugee is one too many" is the core philosophy guiding our work, and we
remain steadfast in our commitment to supporting refugees through all possible
means. The crises surrounding us have forced many into displacement and immense
suffering, but we must always remember that behind the astounding numbers we see
on our screens are human beings: a child who had to leave everything behind, a
mother dreaming of a future for her children, or a father struggling to rebuild his family.
Each person has hopes, dreams, and a life that was uprooted overnight. While we
cannot undo the past, it is our collective responsibility to embrace these individuals
and ensure their voices are centered and heard.

UNHCR Egypt has over 1 million registered refugees and asylum-seekers from more
than 60 countries. With the invaluable support of the Government of Egypt since 1954,
UNHCR has been providing critical protection services, including registration, refugee
status determination, and resettlement, while also ensuring access to education,
healthcare, and basic needs for those forcibly displaced. This includes Sudanese
refugees fleeing the world's worst humanitarian crisis, with Egypt emerging as their
largest host since the outbreak of the conflictin Sudan in April 2023.

A true testament to Egyptian hospitality, the country has welcomed refugees for )

decades. However, recent years have presented new challenges, making it even more
crucial to extend our support to those in need. UNHCR is deeply committed to ensuring
that all services are inclusive so that no one is left behind. Together, we can create an

environment where refugees and host communities can thrive.
-
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Every contribution—no matter the size—can help alleviate the

suffering of those in need. Your support today can make a tangible thr
1

difference. Scan the code to make a contribution and be part of
creating lasting change.
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